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oinng under that ]lgislation. I wish to
read a small passage from the original Fin-
ancial Emergency Act to indicate to the
member for South Fremantle that if some
civil servant triend of his has had his pen-
sion fixed on that basis he has had an injus-
tice perpetrated on him. Clause 8 of the
Act of 1031 deals with superannuation and
retiring allowances and] carries a proviso,
pai t of which reads as follows:

Provided tiort where any officer retire s or
otherwise leaves; the service diir;i'g the opera-
tion of this Act, and is e,*titln-J ra suchpl retire-
ment or leaving to a suI)erantI:Itioti or retir-
lag allowance, s'irh nl!umw: e. shall be calb-u-
lated in accordance with the Aet or regulattiria
undler which it is granted, inve- and except flint
suec, allowance shall not he calr,lzlntcrl in unv
evenit at art amnount lower than the amount of
stich allowaknce it it had been calculated as on
tile 30th day ut June, 19:31.

So if an '% c-it i servantf has retired and had
his pension based on the amount he was
reecivinr, on the 30th December last, be has
had an injustice perpetrated on him, and
I venture to say the Government will readily
see to it that it is put right.

On mot ion by Mr. Brockman. debate ad-
joun ed.

Hfouse adjourned at .9.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the, Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QU1ESTION-CAVE HOUSE.
ACCOMMODATION.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Premnier: 1, In
order to encourage and provide for visitors

to the Cave districts of the South-Wedt, will
he call for tenders for the leasing of Yal-
lingulp, the condition,; to provide for in-
creased and suitable accomimodation 7 2, If
so, when will tenders he called?7

Tire DE1PUTY PREMIER (for the Pre-
mier) replied.: 1, No. 2, Answered by (1).

QUESTION-PERTH TECHNICAL
COLLEGE.

Mr. NYEEDITAMf asked the -Minister for
Education : 1, Have the Government given
any further considleration to the questioln of

prvding adiditional accommiodation at the
Perth Technical College? 2, If so, what
decision, if ainy, has been arrived atq

The MINIJSTER EON EDUCATION re-
plied : 1, Yes. 2, No ee-ision has yet heen
arrived at.

QUESTION-RAILWAY
DRAUGHTSMEN.

Hon. N. KEENAN asked the M.1ini-ster f'or
Railways: 1, Have Applications for two
drauightsmen for earriage and wagon build-
ing at a salary' of £3500 a year been called,
by the Western Australian Government Rail-
waiys? 2, is lie satisfied of the nec-'ity
to make such appointments? 3, Is it in-
tended to receive applications for the posi-
tions fronm outkide Western Australia? 4,
Has it been the practice to promote emn-
ployces from the engine or car shop into
the draughtsmcen's office to fllT any vacaineies,
in the staff caused] by promotion or other-
wise? a, If so, is it intended to depart from
this practice in the prc-'ent instance? 6, If
no person at present in the employ of the
department is (1nidified to fill the positions,
will he consider the claims of persons hold-
ing diplomas of engineering from the Uni-
versitv of Western Australia in preference
to the applicationsz of persons not residing
in Western Australia?

The DEPUTY PREM.NIER (for the Min-
ister for Railways) replied: 1, With the
object of building up the depleted locomno-
tive drawing office staff, applications were
recently called in both Australia and Eng-
land for three positions as under:-One
assc~-iant engineer (locomotive designing),
salary range £E432-L457; one assistant engi-
neer (locomotive designing) , salary range
£082-Zt,7; one assistant engineer (carriage
designing), salary range £C382-L407. 2, The
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Commissioner of Railways is satisfied with
the necessity to make such appointments.
3, Applications were received both from
within and without Western Australia. 4,
Yes, so far as practicable. 5, Yes. 6, Per-
sons holding diplomas in engineering for
the University of Western Australia were
eligible to apply for the positions referred
to, and any such applications were given
title consideration.

QUESTION-FAIR RENTS
LEGISLATION.

-Mr. STYANTS asked the Premier: In
view of the excessively high rents charged
to householders of Kalgoorlie and the regu-
lar increase in rents, do the Government in-
tend to introduce at an early date a fair
rents Bill?7

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the Pre-
inler) replied: The matter is receiving con-
sideration.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

Oil motion 1,)f Donev,
for. two wveeks granted
(Wagin) o', the -,round of.

leave of aIbsence
to Mr. Stubbs
ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Tenth Deqf-Concusion.

])ebate resumed from the previous day.
MR. BROOKMAM (Sussex) [4.36]: 1

wish to joill with other miembers iii con-
gratulating you, 'Mr. Speaker, on your re-
election to that high office, :and I ilso wish
to congratulate mnembers opposite -in again
having, s clr ed the confident-c of the peo ple
of the State. I regret that the member for
Geraldton is still unable to take up his
duties as Premier of the Stale and Leader
of the House. Much has beeni said during
the debate onl the Add ress-in-reply regard-
ing the expenditure of publie funds, par-
ticularly the proposed outlaty onl the trolley
bus service for the Claremont district. It
seems to tue that the people of Claremont
are not anxious to have that service.

Air. North: Provided the restrictions on
the motor vehicles are lifted.

Mr. BROCK1A.N :Surely the money
could be utilised for other work that would
be of greater benefit to the State. In all the
othler States, steps have been taken iw the

various Governments to improve the tourist
traffic which, ini those States and in Mew
Zealand, has developed into an industry. To
expend a large sum of money on a trolley
bus service for Claremont will not rvlievc
the unemployment difficulty, which is AitW a
big problem, certainly not to the extent that
relief would be afforded if the money were
spent to foster tourist traffic. The ex-
Treasurer gave a promise that Cave House,
X'allinguip, would be rebuilt. At least
£2,000 of the mioney proposed to be~ ex-
pended on the trolley bus service could wvell
he utilised at Yallingtip, and the expenditure
would be reproductive iron, the day the
building was erected. Works of that nature
would bring revenue to the Government and
assist the State to return to its normal posi-
tion. The tourist traffic can rightly be called
an industry because it would, as the member
for Albany mentioned, produce almost un-
limited revenue for the State.

Mr. Cross: Do you think that is the
proper way to expend the tramway profits?

Mr. BROCEMAAN: I do not know so
much about tramway profits. I am viewing
the matter of this expenditure from the
standpoint of the State. I suppose
Albanyv and Sussex are the two districts that
lend themselves most to tourist traffic. In
the summner mionths people of the goldfields,
the northern part of the State and the city,
attracted by the congenial climate, flock to
those southern areas and produce
wealth for the Treasury by so doing.
The Government should take steps to
develop the tourist industry, which could
be done by speeding up the railway
trains and providing better facilities for
travelling. The railway servie from Perth
to Busselton is worse to-day than it was 3
.years ago. ])iesel engines hiave been placed
onl the railways, I understand, for s~xne of
the southern services. Those engines could
be used for tourist traffic between the city
and Aug-usta, and also from the city to Pemi-
berton, through the Nelson area. Last year
T took the Minister for Works on a tour
through mny electorate, in the course of
which we visited Cave House. and he ad-
mnitted that it was a disgrace to the State to
have the accommodation at one of the lead-
ig tourist resorts deteriorating as that

building was. He also deprecated the care-
lessness aplparent in the upkeep of the caves.
The Yallinigup caves, I suppose, are the
most beautiful in Australia. We have heard
a lot about the Jenolan Caves, hot I have
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been informed that our eaves are miuch
better. As those country areas particular-ly
lend themselves to tourist traffic, this matte,
should receive the careful consideration of
the Government. The tourist resort nearer
the city, Yanehep, gets everything that is
desired. I do not see why efforts should be
concentrated on a resort near to the city to
the exclusion of Yalingup. We should open
up the attractions of the country districts,
which would produce much more revenue for
the Government.

Mr. Thorn: There is full powver to lease
any' portion of Yanehep.

Mr'. BROCKMAN: Failing the Gov-
ermnent's accepting the responsibility for
rebuilding Cave House, would they consider
a proposal to lease tile right over a period
of years and allow a private company to re-
bu ild it?

Mr. Thorn: That is a good idea-
Mr. BROCKMA'N: Why should it not be

adopted? Surely it it is good enough to
give a lease in one instance, it should be
good enough in the other! Of late, action
has been taken in other centres to aplproatch
the Government to rebuild this institution.
I hope something will be done by the Goy
erauent. The people of my electorate have
,become so disheartened about that wcn'k
that they are now asking me to request the
Government to hand the establishment over
to the State Gardens Board. I am not
anxious that this should be done, and do
not see why it should be necessar- to do
it. The institution could quite well be
handled under the State Hotels Department
as has been the case in the past. The
officials, however, do not seem to be able to
get the ear of the Treasurer in the same way
as we see happen in the case of the State
Gardens Hoard. I hope the Government
-will take immediate steps to rebuild Cave
House. A few years ago a portion of the
building was burnt down. I believe the in-
surance money was taken into general rev-
enue. I was not representing Sussex in
those days or I would have had a great deal
to say about the transaction.

Mr. Thorn: You, mean the insurance
money.

Air. BROCKMAN: Yes. I think them.
is a little of it still available for refurnish-
ing the building when it is re-erected. Plans
and specifications for the building have, I
understand, been prepared. When I bad
the Minister down there last year he told me
it was definitely decided that 10,000 should

be spoint oji this work. I hope that is so
and that the work will be put in band immre-
diately. Ac-cording to the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Witheri) we are looking out for
works for the relief of the unemployed.
This p~articular project should certainly comn-
mnend itself to the Government as an urgent
undertaking . lIt seems to me that not only
do we require to rebuild Cave House, but
to consider openling up other caves. This
would provide useful work for the unem-
ployed. Our eaves showv a profit every year.
Onl-y a few weeks ago I saw the financial
results concerning the Margaret River
Caves. They show quite a nice little pro-
fit over working expenses. Any undertaking
that is paying interest on the capital ex-
pended and producing a little revenue
is providing more money for the Gov-
ermnent to spen1. The next matter I
wish to refer to is that of education. I
intend to be parochial, because the ques-
tions I have to bring up i-elate to the dilapi-
dated condition of some of the schools in
my electorate. I have been in touch with
the department fo,- two years, and have
had a definite promise that the work wvould
be carried out. Notwvithstanding that, the
old building at Anugustn is still the only
school I)uilding available. It is constructed
of kerrn weatherboardls wvhich are almost
eaten away' by white acts. It lias beefl
erected, to my knowledge, since I was a
child, for I wvent to school there as a small
boy. To-day it is in a very dilapidated
condition. The Minister who was in the
district last year agreed with me that it
should be i-cbuilt, and a new site chosen for
the school ground. We selected a new site
at the time. I understand the Town Plan-
ning Cormnission has given its approval,
and that the Mlinister for Lands has granted
the block to the Education Department. T
hope the Minister for Education will see
that the work is carried out as soon as pos-
sible. I also wish to refer to the Busselton
school. The ground is too small altogether
for the number of children in attendance.
There are two vacant blocks nearby. We
have asked the Government to purchase
those blocks for the benefit of the school.
When the Director of Education was in
Busselton a little while ago we went closely
into the matter, and I believe that he has
recommended to the Government that the
land should be purchased for the benefit of
the local school. I hope the Minister will look
into the matter and see that something is
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done. L now wish to deal with the Agri-
cultural Bank position as we find it in the
South-West, ats well as with the position of
the settlers in that part of the State. It is
a vexed question. The memiber for Nelson
has dealt very fully with it, and I do not
intend to go .so deeply into the matter as
he did. I must, how ever, express my views
in the interests of miy electors. I was glad
to hear tile nmember for M[urray-Wellington
(MAr. !Mfearty) say that the settlers on the
Peel Estate were all pleased and satisfied
with the conditions appertaining under the
new Agricultural Bank Act. It is nice to
know that some satisfaction exists sonic-
where. The settlers onl the Peel Es-
tate have very muich better opportunities
thanl the settlers inl thle South-West
by reason of their proximity to thle
metropolitan niarkets. The settlers near
Fremn ttle have ltme opportunity to sell
whole milk. Settlers are 50 per cent. better
otf producing whole mnilk than when working
onl a butter-fat basis. I can sylipatbise
,with settlers who arc onl the butter-fat basis,
because. ami one of those unfortunate far-
mers who for the last few years have been
struggling along on the butter-fat basis. It
is pleasing to note that the price of butter-
fat has improved until the industry has be-
conc a paying- proposition. The industry
has an opportunity to go ahead once more.
I feel sure that if the settlers are given
the chance by the Government and by the
Ag-ricultural Bank, they will all benefit.
greatly, and will be able to mneet their obliga-
tions better than they have done in the past.
I (io not want to criticise harshly the Corn-
inissioners or their attitude concerning Agri-
cultural Bank affairs, because I k-now what

idifficult task coufronts them. Ihv a
the opportunity to go into everything con-
nected with group settlements. I expect I
know as much, if not more than, any mem-
ber of the House of thle position the settlers
have been in during the past few years. Very
careful consideration will have to be given
to the position. I feel that most probably
the Commissioners are going into it thor-
oughly with the intention of trying to over-
come the difficulties that have confronted
this big scheme of land settlement. So much
has been said in the House from all angles
on the subject of group settlement that I
feel disposed to go back to the inception
of the scheme. Group settlement was brought
into existence for the purpose of making
Western Australia self-supporting in respect

to all its dairy fanning commodities. I -say
advisedly that it has achieved that object.
It does supply the State's requirements. The
dairying industry has now reached the ex-
por-table stage, and the scheme has brought
into existence something the State never had
before. The member for Nelson (Mr. Doust)
quoted figures showing what had been sent
out of the State per annum. for dairy corn-
modities. All that money has been saved
and kept within the State by the expendi-
(timre of the few niillions of money invested
in the schemne. The State, therefore, has
not lost that money. It is still in cirenllai-
tion in the pockets; of the taxpayers of the
State, and it has been prevented from going
to the Eastern States. It always annoys inc
to hear the cry of the failure of group settle-
mlents and the condemnation of the settlers.
If nicuibers bad seen what I saw in the early
stages, when tile settlers -were taken to the
wilderness , as it was then, when women and
little children were dumped down in the
scrub without even a sheet of iron over
their heads, they would agree with me that
theie people are deserving of congratula-
tion for the mlanner in which they have
Stuck to their guns. Statements have been
made that they arc more or less undesirable
people. I entirely disagree with that. They
are a fine class of people. It is only natural
in a big schmeme of this sort that sonic should
he unsuccessful, and while. they did not make
good fam muers they are mnaking good citi-
zens in other wvalks of life. Those who have
remained on their holdings up to now, and
have done so for the last 15 years, havq
clearly proved that they are triers, and are
determined to make homes for their wives
and chbildren. The settlers themselves are
not all1 to bhanie for the high eapitalisation
of time holdings I think tile administration
of the bank itself is far niore culpable than
arc the settlers. For the past 15 years the
settlers have been merely working men,
carrying out their tasks under instructions;
from officials. People may claim that the
scheme is a failure because of the high capi-
talisation of thme holdings. That is not the
fault of the settler, but the fault of the ad-
ministration and the manner in whichl the
work on these holdings was carried out under
instrnctions from incompetent inspectors. I
know that thme files of the bank are not all
that one would desire. The officials them-
selves saw their mistakes. These files are not
a. true record of all that went on. That is why,
when the Bill was before the House, I took
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exception to the words contained in it, which
from memory were, "taking into considera-
tion their past relationship with the bank."
It is for that reason alone that, after hay-
ig taken the files into the bush and comn-

p~ared the statements in thetm with the hold-
ings and the settlers, I say the files are not
all that could be desired in justice to the
settlers. I appeal to the Government nion-
politically, for the benefit of the State, to
extend every consideration to group set-
tlers. Regarding the settlements, the State
entered into obligations wvith the Federal
and Imperial Governmenits. I have here
some pamphlets circulated in Britain wvith
regard to groups, hut unfortunately my
eyesight will not permit tie to read them.
However, all sorts of promises wvere made-
promises we have never futlfilled in t heir
enitiretyv. The various Governments con.
cerned are to blame in the matter. I do
not blame the State Glovernmient so much;
but I hold that more should be done by
the Federal Government, and also by the
Imperial Goverinent, to meet the position.
The majority of my settlers would make
good under existing conditions if only the
interest rate onl the money borrowed over-
sea for group purposes were reduced to 3
per cent or 21/ per cent. I hope our Gov-
ernmenit will take this matter up wvith the
Commonwealth Governtment, who then could
take it up with the Imperial authorities.
The interest position is almilost impossile.
However, this was at special scheme, and
my suggestion alpplies solely to that
ispecial scheme, in respect of which we arc
tinder obligations that we have not been
able wholly to fulfil. The Federal andl Im-
penial Gotvernments should shoulder their
share of the burden, and then all would
be wvell with the groups. As regards
vacant holdings and the possibility of their
numiber increasing greatly, I suggest that
it would bea far better for Western Aus-
tralia even to provide more monec 'y with
a view- to retaining the settlers onl their
blocks, producing the wealth of this counk-
try. Certainly that would be far better
than to turn the settlers off in the manner
we have done during the last few years and
have them swelling the ranks of the un-
employed.

M1r. Patrick: What do You think of the
8amik s classification?

Mr. I3ROCt(MA_1N: I dlid not wish to deal
with that subject extensively, but having
been asked the question I will say that I
am at a loss to kntow ]how thle Bank author-
ities arrived at the basis of classification
of holdings. Evidently this was another
of those drives which group settlement has

aled I plerielcOel. Thle thing has been
done in the Perth office of' the Bank. In
some cases fair valuations have been ar-
rived at; in others the valuations are not
in keeping with thle actua Cnirecumistanices.

Mfr. Patrick: I refer to vlasisilication of
,settlers, not or hioldinigs.

Mr. BROICKMAN : ( regret hlavinlg mis-
understood the lhon. membler iT he member
for Nelson (Mr. I Must) dealt with that
other aspec t recently but 1 have not been
aule to study the p)ositionl disclosed by the
tiles oil tile Table, aid accordingly shall
refrain front contient . Many of the clas-
sificat ions imade tire qiite satistatitoy to
my settlers, bitt t(here tire others who are
dissatisfied and have at right to be di ssat is-
fied. I 11121 glad of the Commnissioners' wise
decision to put a i higl capable man, in the
person of Mr. (asselton, in charge of the
adj ustmn it of rwhlat arje tori ied a nontia lies.
Mr. ('asset toii is otto of the most capable
ollicers of the Bank, ;aid hie certainly has
a fail]y extensive task in fiont of. him, since
thle n'tialper oft anomalies to lie ;adjusted is
hlrge. Cases wloic-l I have put hefore the
naunagenit 'of the Agricuilturail flank have
received attention, andI the settlers con-
cerned have intimated to i that thee aire
sa ti stied with ile reelassi Hiil tions Tiole I~v
the oiver ii nuestiont. When that work is

Cornplleted, the situation ofC all thle settlers
will be more hopeful. There are aspects
of Agricul tural Bahnk p01 it icv with which I
strongly disagree; on the other hand, there
tire certa ii featutres of that pol icy %%i tl
which I am in entire accord. [ agree whole-
hecarted Iv with the method of repayment
of cail . Fromn tha t point of viewi the
settlers, are being treated jutstly huat one
of thle severest blows they, have received
is in the direction of back interest. Prom
statements issued by the Batik to the set-
'Hlers it aippears that they are being charged
six months' interest twice. They paid their
interest uip to tile 30th June, hut now find
that interest paymvients dlate back from the
1st Jannary to the 30th June. That was
a greait shock to them, because they are
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none of them in a position to pick up black
liabilities. Indeed, they will have a hard
struggle to meet their obligations under
existing conditioni.s if at all. I feel sure
that many of them wvill have to walk off
their holdings because they will not be
able to meet their oli gi lions under the con'-
(ditions laid dowvn. Ido not believe in tile
basis which has been allotted. 1 fail to see
how the settlers pan a n sufficient stock, with
the presenit carn- ca)pacitv of their hiold-
inugs, to enable them to meet the heav de-
iands made upon them for interest. T trUs1t
that prssre wvill be brought to hear onl the
Agricultural Bank Conitnissioners to relieve
the situation, if only for a vear, so that the
settlers nay lie given an opportunity to
build upl their holdings to a greater carryin~g
ca pacity. The (questioni is a big- one, and
not only for the South-West but for the
whole State. I remember only a few years
ago the stage of development reached in the
South-West. To-day the position is cer-
tainlv different. Travelling through the
whole of the southern portion of Western
Australia we find that whereas a few years
ago the little towns built up, to the great
benefit of the State, were prosperous, they
aire not prosperous now. However, they will
regain their old prosperity if piosperity
obtains amongst the present settlei s. T hope
that as a result of the now conditions in the
Agricultural Bank wise counsels will prevail
within the institution to keep the present
settlers onl their holdings. I hope every
needful step will be taken to make them a
flourishing comnmun ity. Since the newi policy
was promoulg.ated, I have travelled from end
to end of my electorate. I have necver taken
part in what arc termed agitations. I refuse
to have a share in any such movement. It
should be possible to secure the rights of the
settlers without agitation. Thle business
position of the settlers should be taken into
consideration, and the Government should
reflect onl the advisableness of ensur~ng
the maintenance of the settlers onl their
holdings. I shall not labour the subject
further, but appeal to hon. members and the
Government not to rush in with a demand
that Section 50 of the Act be put into
operation.

Mr. Lambert: What is the goood of talk-
ing like that? You know the position.

Mr. BROCKMAN: I know that Parlia-
nient can amend the Act to-morrow if that
is desired, and I hope that if the Govern-
ment insist upon enforcing the provisions

of the sections [ have referred to, the House
will amend the Act.

Alr- Lambert: Why not deal with-
Mr. I3LOCKNMAN: I would like to deal

with the lion. inember! 1 hope the Govern-
nient will give every consideration to the
advisability of keeping the settlers onl their
holdings, because otherwise those settlers
will simply swell the ranks of the unem-
ployed.

Mr. Lambert: A lot of them would not
coiiipete with thle uneniployed for employ-
meot.

Mr. BROCK]iMAN: The hon. mnember is
judging themn by his owvn weight. There are
many fine people amiong the settlers in my
electorate, and I know there are a lot of
good men in the Nelson electorate too. Some
Governmment supporters seem to think that
if a man is a farmier he is not worthy of
consideration. I would not suggest that all
members onl the Governmeiit side of the
House adopt that attitude, because many of
them are fair-minded menl.

Mr. Cross: That is nil unfair statement
to make.

Mr. BROCKMAN: As a last finial appeal,
I do hope that the Government will not rush
harshlyv into the wholesale removal of
settlers froni their holdings. To adopt that
policy would be against the best interests of
flip State. It would aimi a severe blow at the
dairying industry, and wvould plate us back
in the position we occupied a few years back
w-hen wve hadl to send large sums of money
to the Eastern States to purchase commodi-
ties that can be produced in the South-West
to-day.

Mr. Lamnbert : Thie interest on the capital
loaned to the settleis would purchase all the
products they have produced so far.

Mr. BROCKMAN : That iiay be the hon.
mieniber's v iew, but it is not the view of
other member,% of this Chamber, I am sorry
I have not the statistics at hand at the
moment, hut T know his statement is entirely

r ong.
Mfr. Thorn: As usual.
Mr. BR.OCIMA~g: The task of develop-

ing the hecavily timbered country in the
South-West is very difficult, and I know
from personal experience that it is more
than a life's job. In fact it is no job for
one generation. With regard to my father's
holding near Pemberton, selected 80 years
ago, it has taken three generations to dei-
velop it, and there will be plenty of work
left for thep fourth generation; so do not ex-
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peet. everything from this one generation of
15 years' existence, and do not forget they
have only been employees of the Agricul-
tural Bank, to date. It will be seen, there-
fore, that the group settlers have embarked
on a huge task in developing the country.
It should he developed, because it repre-
sents sonme of tile finest land in Western
Australia, which will one day be the most
productive in the State. We will not only
have the dairyingf industry there, but we will
produce fat lambs as well. There is no bet-
ter land in the State for that purpose.

Mr. Patrick: Oh yes there is.

Mr. BRO1CKMIAN:. I Will not provoke, a
discussion onl the relative merits Of parti-
cular sections of the State, but will content
myself writh saying that there is no better
land for that purpose, and I will prove that
to thle member for Greenough (M.Patrick)
if he likes to visit my property.

MIL LAMBERT (Y ilgarn-Coolga rdie)
5. 1]I do not know that I have a great

,deal to say in speaking to the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply. Some
members have muade excuses for even speak-
ing, and I do not know that it would be
other than in keeping for me to join in the
chorus of disapproval at the waste of the
time of the House. It was not necessary
for those members to manke their sentiment
articulate; it was all too painfully evident.
So much Was that so that mnost of the speak-
ers -so far have not rang-ed beyond purely
-parochial considerations affecting their tin-
-pot backyard eonstituenciem-, without any
regard being had for the bigger issue% con-
fronting the State. It must he admitted
at once that the question of transcending
importance at the moment in this State is
the dislocation of industry with its contin-
gent unemployment, and the depressed corn-
mnodity prices from which primary pro-
ducers have suffered for somne considerable
time. Nevertheless, there is a buoyant tone
in connection with primary production and
prices, and there is a note of optimism be-
coause so many men who were thrown oift
of employmen~t during the depression have
once more been absorbed, and so we find
the employment position infintely better.
The other night we witnessed the spectacle
of an amendment to the Address-ia-reply
moved by the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes).* Apparently he desires all men
and women who are employe~ble to be

absorbed into the industrial structure of the
State. He must know full well there is one
way only by which that laudable object can
be achieved, and that is by the provision of
additional revenue and taxation. It is perti-
nent to ask him to indicate how additional
revenue and taxation can be procured in
Western Australia. If the member for East
Perth is true to many of the principles to
which I understood lie subscrihed in the
past, lie will admit at once that the only
permanent remedy for the present unem-
ploymont trouble that Western Australia,
in common with other countries, is experi-
encing, is the shortening of the weekly
hours of work. There is no shadow of
doubt on that point. Just ]owv and when we
can achieve that objective is not to be deter-
mined byv men who merely look ever thle bock-
.yards of their cons ti tuencies, Or indualge in
all sorts of whining appeals to this
House aqs to reme~dial1 measures in the
interests of group settlers aind others.
It is only by a critical study of the broader
aspects of the question that we are likely
*to get anywhere.

Mr. Hug-hesq: Why don't you start an
economic class for us so that we mar at-
tend and leara

Mr. LAMBERT:z I do not know that that
would be out of place. The necessity for
it hats been brouwh--lt forcibly to my iiiu
through hearing so many novices speak
so eloquently upon economics and the posi-
tion of the State, and it -was painfully evi-
dent that they were self-taughit.

Mr. Fox: You have not made munch of
a job of it either.

Mr. LAMBERT: It would probably as-
sist some of those who, -with loose tongues
and with probably less above their tongues,
speak so Often about the economic struc-
ture. The social and econoici structure
to-day is a very intricate fabric, and few
people can get either on the inside or out,-
side of an understanding of it. We know
there is something definitely wrong, hut
the difficulty is to get a definition of what
that "something wrong'' really is. The
difficulty is world-wide, and only if the
problem is tackled onl a world-wide basis
will progress toward a solution be accom-
plishied. All the speeches delivered bers
or in other Parliaments will not alleviate
the ills from whichl society is suffering to-
day.
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M[r. Sleetnan: W\hIil doctor do yrou recoin-

Mr. ILAMBERT: I think we will start off
with Dr. Hughes of East Perth.

Mr. LAMB3ERT: And so are sonic that
We will give you.

lion. C. G. Latham. Well, you had better
apply yourself to them pretty catty.

lion. C. G. Lathani- Don' t you forget
that Some Of his pills are veryN hitter

Mr. Hughes: Why do you not undertake
( lie training of we poor youths?

Mr. LAMBERT: I wili not disturb the
lbitter pills that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has in a sniall bo, to-din', bitt that
will tomne in due course. In contradistinc-
tion to the pleadings oif those who are so
concerned about the g-roup settlers, we
should recollct what has bieen done coin-
jnratively recentlyv. I eritainly think that
those members, who spoke about the group
settlers and their troubles. presented a ease
that should he carefully and critically stud-
ied by the Commissioners of the Agricul-
tural Bank. It will be remembered that
only recently we set 111 a Comm111issionl, and
a complete scheme of organisation wvith
staitutory authjorityV to dJeal lprimarily with
the groulp settlers, hut also with farmers
generally whin are laibouring under a great
load of indebtedness to the people of Wes-
terni Australia. The group settlers alone
have cost the State hundreds of thousands
of' ponids that ean never tie repaid.

Mr. Hughes: And sonic mining companies
have cost the people a lot of m1oney ton.

',%r. LAMBEIRT: And that reminds me
thnat the lion. mnember is a director of one,
apilti I do not expect any' dividend from his
concern his yet been paid. It is but natural
that the specuilating- public who expect .100
pert cnt. or more onl the iioiie;- they in-
vest, miust take correspionding risks in gold
mininur vSida~tktions, as the lien. mnember
knqws full wveil. 'We should not take a
harsh view of the group settler, bunt while
we are not valled upon to take that view, we
can take a reasonable view of lin and his
'difficuilties. If we take, thant View we can
see what Parliament has done and what
previous. Ciovern nien ts hiave done, anrd what
Govi-rnimnts of thle future will be expected
to do For the peoiile settled onl the group
a reasN. The group settlers aire not any
'worse off than are somec of the 11iiners,
or retired ineprs, settled oii the la-nd ini

mny district, mien who ]iave tried to develop-
their holdiugs, and some of whom have been
forced off their holdings. But I suggest
that the Government cannot go on indefin-
itely aiding the group settlers unless the
Government have tile Bank of England be-
hind them, or unless we can get sonie scheme
for creating credits froni the atmosphere
in the way that nitrogen is developed. There
will lipe no solution, no solvent, of the eco-
nomic position if we have to raise still
more loan money to keep the group settlers
on the land. The mneniber for Sussex (Mr.
Brockman) is down there amongst the
g1-onpl settlers, and so also is the member
for Nelson (Mr. floust), and both those
gentlemen, of course, plead the cause of
those settlers. As a matter of fact, we
know all about the position of the settlers
and we knewv it before the memiber for Ndc-
sonl (iunie here, while the Government were
i iost painfully aware of the position of
the group settlers and also of many other
tarajers. There are lots of deserving group
settlers and farniers in this State, and
sotme of themt possibly mnay have been dis-
possessed and had harsh treatment meted
out to them by the Commissioners of the
Agricultural Bank. But the Agricultutral
Bank Commissioners were set up with the
full) concurrence of this House, in the de-
sire, once for all, to clear up the anomaly
'that existed prior to the passing of the
Agric'ultural Bank Act. Unless the House
is prepared to stand by that legislation, we
.,hall never get anywhere.

Mr. Brockman: This I-louse as a whole
dcid not approve of all that is in the Agri-
elutural Bank Act.

SNir. lAkMIBERT: Possibly the hon. nein-
ber did not approve of it all, and possibly
bie would like to go dlown there and tell
the g-roup settlers that he would give them
the land fur nothing.

The Minister for Mines: Virtually, they
have that now.

Mr. LAMNBERT: Yes, and this flowing
stream of mnoney that has been going into
the groop settlements mnust definitely stop.

Mlr. Brocknian: Is it not better for it
to go into group settlement than to go
to the Eastern States?

Mr. TAIWBFRT: That is true to a de-
gree, in so far as the hon. nienmher can see
"that the grout) settlers have been established
ht a cost ohr millions of pounds;, and he
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must realise that it isi time they were
standing upon their own feet. I ha~ve bad
the painful experience, year in and year
bout, of seeing- group settlement taking
mnoney that Cold be most usefully em-
played in other directions.

Afr. Doust: No money has been spent
there for two years. The settlers ask only to
'be left there and not he pitt off their hold-
ings.

Afr. LAN 8FF']: It -would require the
'Bank of England, the Bank; of France, and
the gold resources of Amierica, lo continue
keeping those settlers in the samne position
and on the saine status that they have beent
on for the last few years. You Say they
requiire to be kept. going onl their blocks. I
say also that for even' legitimate trier
there Should hiw ia mandate to the Agricul-
'tural Bank Coinissiers to keep) such a
mnan onl hizi block. Bitt there are other
men down there who, if we kept diem onl
their blocks for four or five g-enerations,
we would nex-er succeed in loaking group
'Settlers of thema.

Mr. Broekmain: How do you know?

Mr. LAMBIEIRT: I can take a purely dis-
interested viewpoint as to thle length the
present GrovernmenC~t should go in continu-
ing the assistanc;e we have been giving to
group Settlements. The group settlers ar"!
not alone in feeling that they' have been
'harshly dealt with. I7 have coantless dozens
of farmers inl my district who requI~ire Wnter
supplies and1( wire netting and other indis-
pensable commjodi ties, yet c Intgttea

Mr. ilughes: Then have not ycou been
looking after your constituents?

Mr. LA31BERT: I hope I hare not been
looking after my constituents in thle sakme
-war as tile lion. member has been looking
after hlis constituepnts;. The hion. member
surely will conede this point, namiely, that
I amn qutite caipable of looking after eny con-
stituents and acting as their forceful spokes-
man for whatever is necessary. IL will not
speak of other people's affairs, for T con-
fine myself to the general interests of my
constituency and the interests of the State.

Mr. Thorn: You remind me of a 10-ton
v~essel with a 14-horse-power whistle.

Mfr. LAM1BERT: That remark must have
been fortified by some sort of stimulant. I
hope thu Government will give Senious con-
sideration to the great disadvantages, that
mnany of our settlers are suffering, parti-

e~Liarly inl the western end of an'y coustitu-
cinsy, where our- old Friend the cinu has iad
himaself som'tuW fully apparent in the ,ais-
triet that adjoinls that of m1IV frienld tile
atenthler for Mt. 31 arshall.

Mr. Cross: Do volt wrant more inachine
e'e'ts sent down for their destruction !

The Mtinister for -Mines: Why do you noi
introduce grasshoppers ? The oue pest prob-
albly wold oxtermninate the other.

,)It. LA.%l"'ERIT: Possibly that would he
worth while exploring, but in the mneantimne
thre grasshoppers aire eating up the crops
of itlly constituients. Many of the farmters
there would have quite dievent crop., were
it ntot for thev vnus, whto constitute a very
real mnenace by, no mneans tn be Joked about.
solipitimle aglo sotneome suggested that
roacline gunls shoulil be Sent up to another
district, and I hope thre Govertneat will be
seized Of thle neCcessity for' sendling tltemtm OUL
to the wvesterni enld of my.) district. It m e-
gfat'd to the buloyancy in] thle gold minling int-
dustlr, and tilie speeding tip of operations
that, naturallyv, has restulted, Professor 'Whit-
fold issuevd u wa trning tlte other night oud4
poinited to the trecessity for conservitig the
gold mtining resources of the State, having
regard to theL trentetidous inflation of' pro-
ductiotn thtat Itas taketn place in recent yeats,
While rte produetion of cgeld is ziverv lauid-
Ale thing, I' believe With rite professor anld
other 1tithiotitigsN that the timte has arrived

whenxv'shitlilhav a learer view, as to
what extent attd ilt what way the monney
earne(l to-day' fromt tite itnflated price of gold
should hv einitely' held, ilt oirder to ren-
tder continuous the futrtie prosperity of this
oll-iinlortatit inrdustry. If to-day a portion
1A4 thc PindC111tion of' otr tllnW could be
pitt jl.siile utdide proper statutory power,
say\ 0 per on. to be tised in year, to
Coln(, a,,atctsA'e wvith which to develop
further the auriferotis areas of Westerti Atus-
trailia, it would lit sound and cotnataonst'nsew
policy, . Because if thycniute rubbing
ottt the reser-ves ill the way the , are doing.
ott d t tmrrelv roinmg oti tact tily pav-ing di vi -
deads, we ai10y arrive at the stage when they'
will have to conic begging to the Govern-
mient for assistance, as in dlays gone by.
That assistanme can only be provided by
takitng it frotti rte general taxpayers of thel
State. I hope the Government will give con-
sideration to that and to the necessity for
greater safety for thle miners. Undouthtedlv
thle datnger factor in ou~r mnines has risenl
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and, in consequence, there have been many
serious, and quite a number of fatal, acci-
dents. The Government must take care for
the safety of the men, not only against pre-
ventable accidents, hut also in regard to ven-
tilation1 hygiene and that sort of thing. I
do not know that, as far as my district is.
concerned, I need say very mutch more. I
have an innocent notice of motion on tlhb
Notice Paper, dealing with youth employ-
ment. I see that one lady, a member of
the Women's Service Guild, the other
evening attended there and lashed. her-
self into a fury as to the purpose
of the motion I intend to move.
Although she had, no knowledge of the par-
port of it or what T desired either to convey
or to carry out, this spin-ster fromn Clare-
miont took it upon her-self to go to the
~Womcn's Service Guild and] urge the women
of this State to crowd the galleries as a pro-
test against any effort I or those associated
with inc might make in trying to remedy the
deplorable conditions of oulr miale youth.

Mr. Marshall: You have no objection to
a1 Cull House!l

Mr. LjAIWBERT:]I have not the slightest
objection. If aill those who accompany her
are as pleasing as she, T am sure T. would
not be in a.n isolated position as far as the
pleasure derived from their presence is con-
corned, should they arrive as a sort of hat-
talion to listenl to the discussion on this
matter.

3liss Holnman: There is no need to be in-
sulting.

if'. LAMBERT: That is not insulting. I
intended it to he quite the reverse. At all
events, 1 shall have another opportunity,
when discussing the motion I intend to move,
of givinig facts and figures in connection
with ctip loyinent in this State which will
make this, Legislature realise that the time
has arrived when something should he done
to remedyi tile unfortunate position of the

Inl youth of the State. The Leader of the
Opposition deplored the fact that the Gov-
ernmenut intended to iuiaugnUratc a trolley bus
service for Claremont.

Mr. Doitoy: He was not tile only one
either.

Mr. UbAMI4EIl?: I was& one of the Royal
Coimimissioniers who inquired into tramway
extensions in thle mtetropolitan area in 1022.
Two bodies that were outstanding in their
insistence that the Government should at the
earliest possible dlate extend the tramns were
the Claremont IMunivilpal Council and the

Claremont Road Board. As a matter of
fact, that Commisson did not recommend
that trains should run along the Perth-
Fremnantle road, but that they should pro-
ceed through Westana-road and around to
the Claremont railway station. I was not
concerned as to whether the train line went
round the Westana-road or along the Perth-
Ifremantle road. 'My object was to have the
trainl continued as far as Freinantle and so
link up the port with the capital city. But
what f am most concerned about is that the
ordinary Western Australian to-day seems
to have a definite wish to buy somebody
else's goods. Within 100 miles of Perth we
have one of the biggest coalfields in Aus-
tralia, yet men stand in this House and
advocate the scrapping of our trolley buses
and having Diesel or petrol-driven. lorries to
cater for the passenger traffic. It is deplor-
able.

M1r. North: Australian oil is not an im-
possibility.

Mr. LAMBERT: No; but perhaps if the
lion. member for Claremont throws his mind
back a few years he may recall the evidence
he gave before the Royal Commission when
he was ex.ayor of Cottesloc. However, I
need not dwell upon that aspect of the ease.

Mr. N\orth: That was when I asked for a
train from Swaimbourne station to the beach.

Mr. LAMBERfT: You dlid not care
whether it went halfway round the globe so
long as it embraced Cottesloc. I do not mind
the lion, mnember changing his viewpoint, but
what we have to do is to ensure that every
person as far as possible uses our own
native fuel for mnotive power.

Hon. C. G-. Liathanm: Why did you refer
to me? I said that the trains should be left
where they are. They are serving their
purpose.

;Mr. LAMBERT: I regret that the Leader
of the Opposition thinks that the trains are
efficiently catering for a place like Clare-
wiont.

Mr. Cross: He will want the people, to use
spring carts next.

Mr. UAMTERT: The other day there ap-
peared iii the paper, under big headlines, an
interview with time Mayor of Bu"nbury who
advocated that the whole of the iron from
Yanupi Sound should lie brought to Bunhury
and sinelted with Collie coal. Yet that same
municipamlity bought Diesel engines and com-
mitted Bunbury to the use of foreign fuel
for all time.
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Hon. C. G. Lanthamn: Are not the Gov-
ernmient advocating its use on their own
railways to-day)I

Mr. LAMBERT: The Collie municipality
has a steaml roller.

Mi. Withers: No.

Mr. LAIMBERT: What is it then? Well,
a petrol-driven roller. At any rate they
have a roller, and it is regrettable, if the
facts before us arc true, that it has not
been used to make pancakes of some of
the councillors there. The roller there is
driven with foreign fuel, in Collie!

UMr. Hughes: What is your motor ear
driven with ?

Hon. C. U. Latham: Foreign fuel.

Mir. LAMBERT: Petrol that drives miy
motor car I pay for.

Mffr. Hughes: That does, not let you out
of it. You could not get it unless you
did,

Mr. LAMBERT: You mean my credit is
not good? Perhaps you would be gener-
ouis endugh to pay for it for me if I could
not do so. The growing desire of mining
companies to use imported fuel at the ex-
pense of our native firewood and coal is
most regrettable. Some time ago I gave
notice of my intention to amend the Muni-
cipalities and Road Districts Acts. Some
of the members of the local bodies con-
'trolled by those Acts have been referred
to by my friend the member for Fremantle
as bungling bungles.

Mr. Siceman: Who referred to them in
that way?

Mr. LAMBERT: My object in amending
those Acts would be, instead of allowing
them to instal units of power that compel
the use of foreign fuel, to set up a board
with a view to curbing the desires of mem-
bers of the local bodies to import fuel and
compel them to use the fuel that is pro-
duced within the State. With all respect
to those people the y are pure novices who
never give a thought to the economic aspect
of the position, and never study 'vNthe
broader aspect, but who prefer to follow
the illogical lines that have been adopted
by so many in the State. With all due
deference to them I say that they are only
laymen.

Mr. Marshall: But they employ engineers.
Mir. LAMBERT: And really take no no-

tice of them. I have had sonic experience

of municipal life, aiid the extent to which
the members of local bodies are prepared
to accept technical advice. I could relate
deplorable instances of pure laymen set-
ting themselves up) as ai~thorities and imag-
ining that they had greater knowledge than
experts. I hope something will be done in
the direction of remedying- this position. I
do not know that at this juncture I need
detain the House ait any greater length,
but I hope when my motion comes :for-
ward dealing with thec disadvantages under
which the male youth of' this State are
suffering, that even any threat made by
those laudable ladies representing the dif-
ferent societies will not scare hon, mem-
bers. Mfany of those ladies who have not
indulged in the glory of mnotherhood have
not given much attention to the employ-
ment of male youth as the years have gone
on.

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope the lion. member
is aot going to discuss his motion now; he
cannot anticipate what is on the Notice
Paper.

Mr. LAMBERT: I had forgotten for the
moment. I shall deal with the subiect fully
when the motion is being discussed. Other
matters that require attention are shorter
hours, higher wages and better conditions,
and also a proper scheme of housing at Kal-
goorlie. As the Government have ]lade an
initial move in the latter diretion at K~al-
goorlie, I hope they will turn their attention
to Coolgardie as well. I shall have an op-
portunity later on, when the Estimates conic
along, of discussingt in detail, the more
parochial affairs affecting- my constituency.

MR. DONBY (W'illiamis-Narrogin) [6.0]:-
I think that members will have noticed a
few new features this session. Chief among-st
them, to my mind at any rate, is the fae4
that the Government, and to a lesser degree
the House generally, seem to be dancing to
the tune chosen by the new member 'for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes).

Mr. Withers: He has your party in the
bag, to start With.

Mfr. flONE\'Y: J ,hall deal with that state-
ment a little kiter, aind 1 rio not think I shalT
have great difficulty in controverting it-
Continning mny opening sentence. I was
about to say that provided] thic is just a
diversion. I should not mnind at all. As such.
I should rather have wekeninod it, hutr T do
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hope it is not going to become a Jpraeticte.
There canl be no two opinions that the lion.
member to whomn I have referred has cexi-
tainly developed the status of a quite eon-
siderable public personality, and 1 think I
can say that from Ipresent appearances there
is no sign of his importance in the political
scheme of things waning. His charges last
week against the Government of corruption,
and the Government's retort that the mem-
ber for East Perth is an unmitigated rascal,
have but served to focus public attention
upon the lion. member to a still greater de-
gree. Still, we do not know whether the
hon. mercher in question is hero or villain.
quite at number of people are asking the
qu~estioni whether he is a martyr in the cause
of public. purity, or whether he is what the
Government w%-old have uts believe hie is, a
Taseal to be unmasked.

'Mr. Tonkini: What do you thinki?
Mr. DONEY: After an inquiry has been

held and tire situation has become at little
leier. .1 will be prepared to give the lion.

gentlemian my opinion, but that will be the
lime when Ire will not desire it. I am won-
dering whether the member for East Perth
is what hie considers himself to be-thie
secourge of the Labour Party, a man with a
divine mission to unearth, p)ublishi and pun-
ish rogurrv in high places, or wvhethter lie is
just what the Government say lie is, a cbis-
COv erer of nuares' inests. I suppose that sonme-
where l)etween those two extremes lives the
tIrue 3li. Thomas IHughles, the member for
'East Perth. The Minister for Employment
who. 1 :111i vti-v glad to admit, put uip ain
ci weial lv sound deft-nrc of his de partment
when attackod, and the rienber for North-
Iati Jremanirtli- (Mi-. Tonkini) went to great
p~ainis to try to show- the House that there
was an alliance laetween the member for
'East Perth and the Country Party' jiartieii-
larl ' in regarid to the amenndment moved hr
the ineniber for East Perth a fewr nights
ago. Of coiurse thitre was absolutely no alih.
iiiee whatever.

Mlr. Tonikin: It does not look like it.

Mr. DONEY: tt might not. I am not
eointerned with that; I am concerned with
the rar-t, which could easily be substantiated,
that there were nio nilk-s beforehaiid between
Ilie lion. mnemnber and the Country Patty, or
anything at all to suggest collusion. In any
e-ase, even, though there had been, would
that be a sin? Would there be anything
wrong in that?

Mr. Marshal!: It hats the semblance of
political adultery abeut it, anyhow.

'Mr. DONEY: I ain not going to say that
the hon. mecnber is an authority on that, or
anything else. What the MNinistei- for Eni-
ployniezit and the memiber for North-East
Fremaintle iagine occurired did not take
place.

The M1inister for Eniploymnent: The spfirit
ii the thing.

Mr-. DONEY: When it comes to the spirit,
wre shall deal with the matter entirely on
its merits. As the lion. gentleman says, the
spirit is the thing- that. counts, and the spir-it
of the aineadnient was very sound indeed.

The M1inister for Employment: I am
speaking of the sIpirit behind the talks.

Mr. HONEY: I was speaking of the spirit
of the amendmeiit which, from the point of
viewv of the people living in the country,
was sound( indeed. I do not mnind admitting
that there was cue other consideration
which perhaps influenced us a little-it cer-
tainly influenced me,. I remiember-ed that
the lion. member who moved the amendment
was olie of the city ' representati~ves, and I
thought I saw ii' the amendment the be
ginning of' an awakening of an ag-iceultural
conscience in the city of Perth. If that is
so, I do not mind acknowledging that I felt
very anixious indeed to encourage it. Re-
gardimig the rather astonishing allegations
miade by the' lion. miembter, ]. do not mnflrd
admnittingr that I felt sorry in a sense that
they were brought up, and I want to express
the hope that the time of this House will
not be occupied by the makina, of Charg~es
and countercharges as between the member
for East Perth on the one side and the Goy-
errinient on the other side, bec-ause, at a
later date, I do not want the Government
to have an opportunity to say that because
of being occup~iedl ii refuting those allega-
tions, they had not had time to devote atten-
Lion to their programnne of agricultural
legislation, that is, if they have such a pro-
orainme. Those allegations, as; has been
indicated two or- three times, should pro-
perly be the subject of a judicial inquiry.
T am very glad to observe on the part of
the Government no opposition to the adop-
tion of that course. I feel that you, Mr.
Speaker, must be very proud indeed that
ev'erv member of the House who thus far
has spoken has expressed his pleasure, and
with extreme cordiality, at your re-election.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Everyone except
yourself.
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Mr. Boyle: Give him time.
Mr. DONEFY: I was about to say that I

whole-hicartedly join in that sentiment, and
I wish to go a little further and compliment
the House. Members are distinctly fortun-
ate in having a member with such good
humour10-

The MIinister for Agriculture: Do not look
so sad about it.

Mr. DONEX': That is my way-sound
judgiment, candour and strict impartiality
to control the procedure and debates iii this
House. I should also like to follow others
in complimenting the new members who thus
far have spoken, upon their first efforts in
this House. I believe there is considerable
agreient, aiongst members that ai of
them made definitely vorth-while speeches.
T do not wish to refer to them individual,,
but I may be permitted to make somne refer-
ence to the remarks of the lady member foi
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver). She cer-
tainly did say some harsh things about the
Government, but she said them in a very
agreeable and unprovocative way, and left
thec impression, if I am not mistaken,
that she will have the courage to fol-
low whithersoever her convictions lead
her. There are a number of other
nice things about her that I have not
mentioned, and perhaps have not the cour-
age to mention in this Assembly. I believe
members were very pleased, too, with the
new member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants).
His speech was well balanced and moderate
in tone. In saying that, I must not be de-
barred from expressing my deep regret that
his success at the poll should have meant
the displacement of a member with such a
Round administrative sense and so extremely
likeable as Mr. Cunningham. T am sure I
speak for ninny members besides myself
when I express the hope that it will not be
long before we see 'Mr. Cuinninghlami back
in the House again, althoug-h, not at the
expense of the sitting member.

Mr. Styants: How about Williarns-Narro-
,-in?

Mr. I)ONEY: If the bon. mnember thinks
hie has a better chance there than in 1(al-
t~oorlie. I shall have no objection. I an' sure
that lie would make a very affreeable and
fair opponent, and that is all I ever, ask for.
Let me say a word about the change in the
relative streng-th of parties in this House.
The member for North-East Fremantle went
to a wrood deal of trouble in his search for
the reasons why his party slumped so badly

at the last elections. The only decision he
could reach wvas that, in the mrain, it was
because the National and Country Parties
had flirted with Doug-las Credit, whereas he
aind his party were too correct and too pro-
per to indulge in that sort of thing.

Mr. North: They g-ained votes everywhere
else, but lost them in Claremont.

Mr. Mfarshall: Theyv were not dinkum at
Claremont; they could not be, against you.

Mr. DONEY: The lbon, member charged
the National and Country Parties with in-
sincerity, presumiably because-I know of no,
other reason-the Leaders of those parties
.accepted an invitation to appear in the Town
Hall, Perth, at a mneeting designed to dis-
cuss the question of the abolition of pov-
erty. I cannot see anyhiug rerY reprehen-
sible in t heir having done that. The att-
tude adopted by the C'nintn- Party was
that the end to be achieved wis so very de-
sirable that they were quite prepar-ed tcc
stand behind any sane effort to achieve it,
whether by means of Douglas Credit or by
means of any other method. This, members
must agree, was one of those eases where-
the 6nd to be achieved] was of vastly greater
importance than the mieans to be adopted..

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. DONEY: At the tea adjournment r
was engaged in justify ir the action taken
In' the Country Party in respet to "the
abolition of poverty" campaignm. I was say-
ing that this was plainly a easec where the
end to be achieved was of vastlY greater sig-
nificance than the means to be adopted. The
position has not ohaucred since then, If the
same situation were to occur again the action
of the party would lie tite somae as it was
then. The alleged strengthi of the ease of
the lion, member brY in his clatim that the
action taken, I- the Conu tr-Y. Pa rty was
highly improper in every irection. whereas
the attitude adopted hy hin NvaI wascuie. sweet
and clean.

Mr. TonkinI: You dlid ti r v to pat it over.
Mr. DONEY: That ik the vecry thinz I

am not prepa red to ad amit.
Mr. Tfonkin : I (lid nt expect yon1 to admit

it.
Mr. I)ONEY: The onl *y reason why ther

hon. member and his colleagues were against
the Douglas Credit sy' steia on that occasion
'was not because individual nmmbers so de-
cided. but because they had benu a in-
structed by the headlg of their nrwanisation-
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Mr. Coverlev: We will accept your
apology.

Mr. DONEY: 1 do not think the hon.
member expected to convince anyone by the
matter lie brought forward. Mly opinion of
him is such that I think he is so sensible'
that he did not delude even himself by his:
arguiment.

Mr. Tonkin: I meant what I said.
Mr. DONEY: 1 do not think the hon.

member did mean it. He is too sensible for
that. He went on to say that he himselfl
could abolish poverty provided the State
would adopt a 4-0-hour wveek and wvould
abolish capitalism.

Mr. Tonkin: I did not say that. I said
those were some of the steps that could be
taken.

Mr. Thorn: And retire workers at 45.
Mr. DONEY: I do not think he was as

stupid as that.
Mr. Thorn: Ile said it.
Mr. DONEY: I wenlt to the trouble of

reading 1-Hansard" so that I ighet be
exact on the point. I gained the inipres-
s-ion that the lion. imember said what I have
just repeated. I know what thie 44-hour
week means. I dare say I could estimate its
effect. I ag.ree readily that the capitalis-
tic system as it is to-day requires to hie
altered, and altered quite soon. But 1. ami
fearful of the effects of the total abolition
of capitalism. In any e ase, what does the
nienier For North-East Frenmantle (MNr.
Ton kin), or the nieniher for Perth (Mr.
'Needhain), who holds precisely the same view
as his friend, know, of this new era which
the ,vin their ignorance bail with sueli en-
thnzsiaisni. To what extent have they been
able to pry into the future? Have they
at any time passed on these ideas to the
flovernment?

Mr. Tonkin: We have done that.
Mr. DONEY: Will they tell the House

the result of submitting thecir case to the
Government. I had the opinion that they
had not passed on their viewvs to members
of the Mlinistry. If the member for North-
East Fremantle has passed on his views,
I am sure that not from one single member
of Cabinet wonid lie have received any en-
iourag-enent. I dto not say thatnmemlers of
Vabinet as individuals do n~ot preach against
capitalism; I believe they do at the right
time and in the right place.

Mr. Sampson: Is there a righ t time?

Mr. DONEY: But I do not think the
Government as a whole would have the
courage to practise such a principle.

Mr. Thorn: Capitalism does not exist in
Western Australia.

Mr. Withers: We do not know much
about it on this side.

Mr. DOI'TEY: I think there is as much
if not more, evidence of it on the other
side of the House, as there is on this side
of the House. There are two good rea-
sons, both of which are ignored by the
hon. member, why his party's majority
slumped from ten to two. One is found in
the Government's attitude towards the less
fortunate of the unemployed, and their
harsh treatment of those people. The
Labour Party is no longer the fortress to
which the worker in distress flies for suc-
cour. Members are beginning to realise
that. When the hon. member was speak-
ing he named one contributory reason why
his party' had somewhat failed; that was
that the electors had not appreciated the
great difference between the treatment
meted out to the unemployed by the Labour
Government, and the treatment of the un-
employed during the term of the Mitchell-
Lathamn Government. I think that was
last a little joke on the part of the hon.
member. He could not have been serious
at the time. Hie must have failed to read
in the Press at the time the Mitchell Gov-
ernment wer-e in office that we were daily
receiving enconiumis from the other States
in respect of our treatment of the unemn-
ployed. It was said that the amount
granted by way of wages or sustenance
to the unemiployed was greater in this State
than in any other State in Australia. I
believe tIe Minister for Employmnent will
agree with me that the machinery which is
now running so smoothly in his department
was installed by the Mitchell Government.

Mr. Tonkin: Now you are joking.
Mr. DONEY: Nothing remained for the

successors in office but to keep the machin-
cry well oiled.

Mr. Withers: Will the hon. member tell
us what caused the slump at the last elec-
tions?7

Mr. DONEY: I have already given one
reason, namely, the treatment of the un-
employed. So many members have gone
into detail over this matter, that I do not
propose to weary the House with any repe-
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tiTion.- Another reason for the set-
back was that certain members of the Min-
istry were responsible for certain actions
that violated the people's sense of julstie
and decency. That was perhaps the prin-
cipal reason. I believe the Government
considered themselves so strongly en-
trenched behind their big majority that
they felt they could safely defy the law
itself. In 110 democratically 'governed
country is any party strong enough to Lake
a libertyv of that kind more than once. I
daresay the Government have by this time
learned that this is so. The qluestion might
properly he asked, what use do we on this
side of the House intend to make of this
very slender Gov'ernment majority of
two?1 We shall not deliberately make
good Governitmen t more difficult for
Mkinisters; quite the contrary. The
people gave to the Labour Party the
right to govern the State-I do not know
for what period. We have to respect that
right. That, however, does not prevent us
from declaringr that we shall use what
strength we have on this side of the Cham-
ber to see that the Government speed up im-
provements in the condition of the man upon
the land. We shall adopt that course,
tlhoug-h, only to an extent that is consistent
with fair play to all other sections of the
people. The menmber for Pertlh (Mr. Need-
ham) in his speech said that the L~ender of
the Opposition, if in power, would not spend
one penny in tile city- of Perth.

Mr. Needham: He said that: there is no
droubt about it.

Mr. 1)ONEY: 'rhe hon. mnember will, I
hope, take the first opportunity to state
when and where the Leader of thle Opposi-
tion. said that. or~ even conv-eyed that im-
Ipression, 1 d~o not think the hon. member
heard that statement made at ani' time.

Mr. Sleeman: The Leader of thle Opposi-
fion said there was a great deal too much
-work done in the metropolitan area.

Mr, DON RY: Ani entirely different thing.
M.r. Sleeman: He admits he said it.
Hon, C. G. Latham: You people myake

feveryl hi hg top-heavy.
Mr. DONEY: The Lader of the Opposi-

tion made no such admission. Anyhow. I
believe that the nmemaber- for Perth. usually
so sound and proper in his speehes, realises
now that hie was uttering the veries t rubbish.
We on -this side believe in equality of treat-
wment. We certainly look for a better deal
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than the countryside is getting. But most
assuredly we dto not stand for starvation of
one-half of the community and, in a figura-
tive sense, over-feeding of the other half.
We say that works expenditure, no mnatter
whether country or city, should be under-
taken in the order of the economic urgency
of the works. No one could cavil at that.

Mr. lVithers: That is what is beimg done.
Mr. DO'YEY: There is the proposed ex-

penditure ot X84,000 on trolley buses. But

pierhaps 1 bad better not get on to that sub-
ject. 'No party' has any hope of other than
just temporary success unless pursuing a
broad national p)oliy. Perhaps, it is appro-
priate for me to in Form) the House that ire
of thet Country Party, particularly during
the last 12 or 15 years. have been engaged
in so broadening the basis of Country Party,
policy as to embrace the true interests of
every section of the Western Australian
people. I come now to a matter which has
already3 been touched upon by one or two
members. The member for Katanning (Ur.
Watts), when speaking- in this debate, voiced
his doubts as to the uses, if there were any,
oif the Address-in-reply.

Mr. WVithers: You mast see somne virtue
in it.

XMr. DONEY: Ishall explain miy point
of view regarding it. I do not mlind admit-
Otint tl':ir the memlber for Katanning is not
the only member troubled with suspicions
on that head. His views, I believe, are
shared by all the younger members and
mnny- of the old members. I acknowledge
that in a large measure the Address-inl-reply
as 'Sucih is pretty well a farce. Nevertheless
it has its uises.

'Mr. Thorn : A nman with those views
should sit down biefore lie gets up.

Mr. DOXEY: MNy friend will have an
Opportunity of putting that view of his into
effect either to-night or next Tuesday. I
was about to say that M1inisters look upon
the Address-in-reply debate as quite a con-
venient cover behind which to finalise their
preparations for pending legislation. On
the other hand, the member for Claremont
(M1r. North) probably regards it as a
heaven-sent medium for helping on a new
and generally interesting and often con-
vincingc set of ideas upon monetary refori,
and sometimes dietetic reform as well. We
of the Country Party, as has often been
noted, use the Address-in-re~ply debate for
the purpose of convincing the Government
and the metropolitan menibers that far
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too much of the country's money is spent
in the metropolitan area, and consequently
far too little in the country districts.
That is a contention to which I shall
address myself in a moderate way for
a few moments. In the agricultural out-
look to-day there are two bright spots-the
uplift in the prices of wheat and wool and
the improvement that has resulted from the
application of the Rural Relief Act. But
otherwise there is a% great deal in agriculture
to distress and depress us just now. I move
about the agricultural areas a good deal
in most parts of the State where agricul-
ture is practised; and I dec'lare that except
in odd patches the wheat and wool indus-
tries are sunk deeper in the doldrums to-day
than at any other 'period that I can rernemn-
her. I am not naturally a pessimist, and
I believe that with sympathetic handling
those industries can recover; but I cannot
help asking what of the future, what of
1937, 1938, 1939, 1940? The point is that
recovery is so depressingly slow. There is
so extremely little, in the position to give
encouragement. Again, I regret to say that
I do not see any sign of a Government policy
in regard to agriculture, Merely to perit
the Rural Relief Act to function is not of
itself a policy. If there is a Government
agricultural policy, I hope the Minister for
Lands, or possibly i his absence the Mfinis-
ter for Agriculture, will tell us what that
policy is. At the same time -we might he
informed whether what at the present
moment they are doing for agriculture is
the best they can do. As this juncture I
am not quarrelling with the administration
of the 'Minister for Lands, hut I certainly
do -complain of the niggardly manner in
which the Treasurer releases money for agri -
clture.

The 'Minister for Employment: Have you
any detailed suggestions to offer?

Mr. DONEY: I may make some later.
What I want to complain of, in particular,
is that the Governmy~ent's attitude towards
agwriculture has nothing at all encouraging
or enlivening about it. In support of that
contention I shall read an extract from
"Views of Labour-' as published in the
"WVest Australian" and, I presume, written
by either the present Minister for Employ-
ment (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke), the present
Leader of the Opposition in the Federal P.ar-
liament (Mr. Curtin) or the new Minister
for Justice and Railways (Hon. F. C. L.
Smith). It appeared in 1933, the year when

the Labour Governmnent were returned to
oflie and subsequent to the time when the
former Premier (Hon. P. Collier) Promised
£100,000 to the agriculturists in certain cir-
cumstances. The extract reads as follows:-

Labour can be depended upon to expend
the mkoncys of the State in industries that comn-
mand a. fair market, rather than to foUow
blindly an infattuation for agriculture-

No one, I am sure, would ever think of
charging the Government with an infatua-
tion for agriculture, I am merely reading
what appears in the extract-
-- With very limited funds at its disposal,
this State can il-afford at this juncture to
spoon-feed any industry that lags a long way
behind in price. The money available must be
spent in fostering industries that are giving
the State the best return.

There is 110 mention at all there about the
hielp the unfortunate farmer was to obtain
by adding £100,000 to the deficit.

Mr. Sleeman: Read what the member for
Avon said.

Mr. DONEY: .1 c-annot afford the time-
to read what everyone has said on this
sunbjeet, l)ut for 'the greater information and
annoyance of the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleemian), I have read that particular
extract. This is a very hopeless and helpless
attitude for the overnment to adopt in
res pout of our principal industry. I am not
sure whether that does represent the agri-
cultural doctrine of the Government. As I
see it, interpreted, that would meanl that
when the industry is down and out,.
it is not worth the Government's wifle
to take any interest in it, and cer-
taintly not to assist it, and, of course,
when prices are high then, naturally7
the industry does not require help. I am
not suggesting for a, moment that that is
the policy pursued by either the present
Premier or his predecessor in that offie,
because they must realise, as I do, that
such a policy would ruini this State, lit I
do say that someone, speaking for the Gov-
ernmrent, gave expression to that extra-
ordinary sentiment. Someone asked ine to-
refer to the Claremont trolley buses. I
have, I think, already indicated my opposi-
tion to that rather stupid expenditure, I
again refer to that matter umerely for the
jpurpose of pointing out that a, against
that expenditure, which no one- asked for-
or desired, the Government were able to.
find an amount of only £:48,000 for the
tissistanee of the agricultural inrlusry-
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That figure seems to be accepted as the
amtoant expended last year, but my interpre-
tation of the figure-; vontained in the annual
.repon. of the Agricultural Bank Commis-
sioners for the year ended the 30th June,
2936, would suggest that the actual assis-
tance was not more than £27,000. The
iteinn, icluded in that amount are-

£e
Purchase of stock .. . 3,205
Purchase of mnachinery . .1,861

Effecting improvements .. .. 3,071
Miscellaneous advances.. . 6,848
Cropping advances . - 11,392
Fees for registration of securities 593

Those itcrms makc up a total of £26,970.

There certainly is also included in the dis-
section of advances to settlers £E22,772 re-
presenting the capitalisation of interest. Of
,course that was, in a sense, a forced loan,
but as it gave nothing extra to the set-
tlers, J think that amount might he dis-
carded in this particular comptitation. I
would like to have a word or two to say
regarding the Agricultural Bank Act. No
one can pretend that that mneasure is giving
anything like satisfaction in any part of
the agricultural areas. In moving around,
I have found that farmers generally resent
the fact that it was by a majority made
uip of industrialists and mining represen-
tatives that the Government foisted upon
the agricultural industry an Act, to the
penal and adinink trative sections of which
the farmers and their organisations have
expressed intense opposition. I suppose
the Government had a constitutional right
to do what they did, and it is futile to
complain. Certainly they had every right
to appoint Mr. McCalliun as Chairman of
the %Agrictiltural Bank Commissioners. T
think it is generally recognised-and I
subscribe to this too-that Mr, McCallum
is a muan having very valuable adininistra-
ltive and other gifts.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had better pro-
-ceed carefully.

Mr. DONEY: That is so, and perhaps
-what I am about to say will suit the Leader
'of the Opposition better. The question is
whether those gifts are appropriate to the
very difficult task that has been pot upon
him by the Government.

H~on. C. G. Latham:- They were very
-useful in the Trades Hall for that purpose.
anyhow.

Mfr. Cross: Why qualify?

Mr. DOINEY: That is the question. I
do not mnind admitting that in a year's time
I may he prepared to say "'Yes" to the
query, but to-day, after two years of ex-
perience of his administration, I feel like
saying "_No," although like other mem-
hers of this Chamber, I am prepared-

The Minister for Mines; But he has not
been in the position for a year.

Hon.' C. 0. Lathamn: And lie has lost
about 1,000 farms during that p)eriod.

The Minister for -Mines: I was mierely
correcting the hon. member's statement
that 'Mr. -MeCalluin has been in that posi-
tion for two years.

1Mr. DONEY: That is one of the worst
features of the present administration, al-
though I do not ascribe all those losses
to Mr. 'MeCalluin's wvork. That result is,
in a large measure, the natnral product of
the depression we are passing through, hut
xve cannot get awayv from the fact that
right throug-hout Australia to-day, taking
the agricultural areas into consideration,
there are this year 600,000 acres more sown
to grain than there were last year. This
State contributed notlhig whatuver to that
increase. I regret vecry mu~ch to say that
our acreage is 100,000 less than last year.
These figures would make it appear as
tlionzhi the other States of Austra-
lia ar ecatching. up with w'hat they
have lost, but we certainly are not
doing so in Western Australia. Be-
cause, as I say, in addition to the 100,000
acres; less sown to grain than before, there
is the fact that during last year there were
710 abandoned farina more than in the pre-
vious year, bringing the total to the astound-
ingr figure of 2,791; and I suppose that since
that total was computed to the end of June
last, the figure to-day will he over 2,800
farms. I realise that something like 800
of those farms arc leased. but that would
still leave 2,000 farms, not being cropped.
And according to the figures published by
the Bank, those fanms are capitalised in the
average sum of £1,250 each. It would be
fair to add that, in respect of the moneys
privately sank in those farms by the owners
and second mortgagees, another £750 for
each farm, making, of course, the total of
£2,000 per farm for the 2,000 farms, or a
total of £4,000,000. This State, you will
agree, Sir, is by no means in a position to
stand a loss of that magnitude. It means
that for this year and perhaps for next year
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there are 2,000 farms, eapitalised at
£4,000,000, which will not produce a single
bag of wheat or bale of wool. No one can
afford to treat that position lightly. I was
saying that up to date the new management
of the Bank, its advocates will agree, is not
showing a veiry favourable result. I see quite
a number of Agricultural Bank clients in
may district, and of course they are entitled
to be heard; and what they say is that 'Mr.
McCallum is far too uncompromising, that
he lacks sympathy. Already they have had
experience of him, and they say he sees his
objective and tramples over everything to-
wards it. Conceivably, of course, he may
reach that objective, and yet, of course, bie
may make a dismal failure of his job. There
can be no doubt about that. And, plainly,
he wants to make a business success of the
Agricultural Bank. Again, conceivably he
may do that and yet induce an exodus from
the land in the process, and thereby destroy
in large part what it has taken this 'State 50
years to build up. As I have said, of course
it is possible that time may justify the Gov-
ernent's choice of Mr. McCallumn. I hope
that it does. But again I cannot forget that
in 1933, following the two worst years in
the experience of Western Australian agri-
eulturists, there were but about 700 farms
that had fallen back into the hands of the
Bank, whereas during the three years for
which the Labour Government were respons-
ible 1,570 farms, over double that number,
reverted to the Bank. And that despite the
general uplift in trade and the big improve-
ment that has come to the industry from
the application of the Rural Relief Act,
There is another rather disquieting feature,
and that is that this great governmental
agency is, for all practical purposes, in pri-
vate hands. Anyhow, I think the Minister
for Lands made it plain the other night that
the Government no longer accepts respons-
ibility for what happens in respect of the
Agricultural Bank. It seems to me it is
evident that the control of the Bank has
passed into the hands of one man. That
one man, of course, is well-meaning and
forceful, and a highly industrious man, but
he does not seem to have what one might
term the agricultural mind. What T wish
is that Air. McCallum would consent to move
about amongst those people -whose destiny
he controls. I think he would gain a great
deal by mixing with them, by sitting at the
fanner's table and talking with the farmer
and the farmer's -wife, and noting the effects

of deprivation on the farmner's children. The
Minister hare, and others connected with the
industry on the land, know the effect of
moving about amiongst the farmers, but for
some reason unknown to me the chairman
of the Bank trustees will not move away
from his own offic. I cannot understand
his objection to deputations, to meetings,
to articles in the Press, and so forth. How
is the discontented man to express himself
-that is, in the inass, of course-exeept
through those means'? Those are the methods
of centuries, in all countries, by all peoples.
The system is not perfect, of course, but I
do not see what else can very well be put
in its place. Now another complaint that
we have to uirge against the management: it
is that the chairman of the trustees will not
consent to see members of Parliament.
Again, time may show him to be wise in
that also, but personally I do not think so.
After all, this is a democratic country, and
the people of this State are entitled to ex-
press themselves, as they always have done,
through their members of Parlianient. I
think it can be said that all other depart-
ments encourage it, perhaps for the reason
that they know the benefits that ensue from
it. There was quite a number of matters I
had intended briefly to refer to, but most
of thema, I find, since I am rather late in
joining in the debate, have been covered by
my colleagues on this side of the Honse, and
therefore it would not be wise for me to
follow on the same lines. I had intended
to speak in respect of that school at East
Perth, hut I think I may be well advised to
permit that to remain until the Estimantes
are before the House.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.10]
May T he p~ermitted to lreface III ,V remarks
by offering 'o11, Sir, m ' mcon-ntilations
Lupon again beingy returned to the .emry ig(h
and honourable position of Siwaliem'? Mayq i
f wish that y'our- secoand tern) will hie a
pleasant expericee to you, mnade posiblc b)'y
the kindly. consideration of membnlers herein
assembled? I also offer my congratuilations
to all new members aind to those indlividuals9
who find themselves for the first time oecul 'y-
ig- Ministerial rank. I hocpe thamt one aind

aill will proveC to be quiite an nequiition to
Parliament, and will be able to ass;ist in
solving the problems with whichl this, State,
like all other, States and Onveinmentc; are
confronted. I no"- wish to deal wirb aI few
problems which henve been ag-itatingrm in mmd
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and which have been brought severely home
to mue by listening to the contributions
already made towards the motion now before
the Chair. One cannot but be struck by the
deplorable state of affairs in general so far
as it concerns almost every industry, and to
a very large degree the populace of the
State from infancy upwards. The member
for Suhinro (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) drew a
ghastly picture of children of school age
suffering acutely from the want of proper
food and nourishment. Other members have
forcefully driven homie the necessity for
something being done for the unemployed,
and we have had no lack of eases advanced
illustrating the deplorable condition of those
engaged in primary industry. 'We are suffer-
ing- acutely even though it is said that the
depression is over. But there is one refresh-
ing, fact, and tbat is that right throughout
the British Empire to-day a greater courage
is; being displayed by those who have a first-
hand knowledge of the cause of the depres-
sion to be outspoken onl the subject, and
many of them are endeavonring to educate
people such as myself as to the root of the
trouble. Listening to the disculssion which
has taken plae so far, I cannot understand
whyv all Governments-both the one now
sitting in the IfinisteriAl benches, and all
past Governments-have not conceded the
,wishes. of members of this Chamber. 'Why
have they hesitated? Would they 'lot be in
a much better position if they had done, for
instance, what the member for Irwin-Moore
(M1r. Ferguson) asked them to do last night
-rehabilitate the farming industry? Why
do they hesitate to do it? Would it not be
an occasion for joy for all Ministers if they
put every man on full-time emiployment to-
morrow? Why hesitate?

Mr. North: Thle pen is mightier than the
sword,

Mr. MARSHIALL: That is so. Can it be
that these MAi nisters and those who have pre-
ceded them in office have been so inhuman
as to listen unmoved to the statement that
infants of school age are suffering from tile
wvant of progpr nourishment, in a country
which, so to speak, flows with milk and
honey? What is wrong with the Govern-
ment that they do not move? ft would be
a glorious thing for this Ministry, and for
every Ministry, if the mnembers couild wake
up in the niorning and find that they could
concede all that bas been requested. We
would all envy M1inisters then, and I myself
might even eontemplate being a candidate

for Ministerial office. So simple would be
the problem confronting each and every
iMinister that it would cause his hand to
tremble when he accepted his chequle or the
ainolumient for the service he would have had
to perform. But it is evident that there is
going particular factor which prevents the
Gov-ernment from doing all we require, and
herein lies the problem. It is this to which
I referred when I said that those with first-
hand knowledge-professors, scientists and
expert mell in the monetary and banking
world-even men like Sir Reginald .1c-
K~enna who, I believe, is chairman of the
Bank of England-are telling the people
that the problem can lie solved, that it
should be solved, but that it will not he
solved -until people have the courage to
chiallenge it. And that is all we lack to-day.
In the hands of a few people rests the
destinies, not only of industries and in-
dividuals, but of every Government of the
world and every country of the world. By
virtue of banking or monetary trickery they
strangle at will any, particular industry uvld
any particular nation. They can make and
break Governments, and we allow this
vanthority, this power, so to operate that we
have the member for Subiaco telling us in
this modern and enlightened age that chl-
dren of school age require more milk. The
member for Irwin-Afoore suggested that any
reduction in the working week would be
wrong. lie, of course, was presenting a
case in his own way allegedly on behalf of
peop)le whom it is accepted he represents.
He told this Chamber that even now in 1036
farmers have to wvork from daylight until]
after sunset. What for? For such a re-
ward that he binmelf, while making this
statement, calls upon the Government to
save the situation for themn which they them-
selves cannot save. They are worse off than
in the feudal dlays of England, for in those
days at least men find security of tenure-,
tihey had a home; they -had something to eat.

Hlon. C. G. Latham: They had to use
bows and arrows iii tho,'e davy.

Mri. Withers: But they had something
to shoot at then.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Whatever they may
have had to use or not is beside the issue.
We have progressed a hundred years since
those days. It is a revelation to learn what
strides were made in the 19th century. It,
received a homse for the first time, and left
us with the bicycle, the stein engine and
the motor ear. It had a quill for a pen and
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left us wvith a fountain pen and a type-
writer, So far as the agricultural areas are
concerned they began with the scythe and
finished uip with' the harvester and binder.
They progressed from the band-bout to the
modem factory. Prom the tallow dip we
advanced to electric light; flint, steel and
tinder were replaced] by matches; signal
beacons by telephone and wireless; and sail-
ing vessels by the ironclad. The same cen-
tury gave us the earnera, X-rays, dynamo
and anaesthetics. Despite all that progress,
we as a nation are worse off in regard to
standards of living than tve ae'e in the
early days of last century.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Now give us the
eure.

Air. MARSHALL: It is all very well for
members to treat these matters lightly. We
get three good meals per da~y and a fairly
comfortable bed to sleep in, hut there are
people represented by members here who
are not so well off. If there are factors
which are depriving those people of their
just rights, members should not laugh at my
proposals for reform but should assist me.
All too long in this Parliament and else-
where, when anyone with a conscience or
a semblance of sincerity has attacked ortho-
dox methods, lie has been subjected to
levity. After a three years' term in this
House members sally forth and put up thei
samte old appeal to the electors, "If re-
turned to power, we will do so and so. If
the Opposition are returned they' will do so-
and-so." As a matter of fact, neither can
do anything of any great importance in the
way of relieving the existing difficulties
The memiber for Trwi n-Moore will doubtless
accept a writer- I am about to quote a-s an
authority.

lion. C. 0. Latham: 'We will accept you
if you will put up) a solution of the problem.

Mr. MARSHALL: This writer is no Lab-
our muan. The book "The Truth about the
Slump" was writt, 1) v A. N. Field, who
frequently* quotes authorities on banking-
On page 10 lie quotes wvords used by Riegi-
nild McKenn regarding the depresion-

Is there then any other contributory cause
of this long continued trade depressionf ....
Is there indeed any explanation at all, or is it
a haphazard affair nobody can understand and
which we Deed not trouble to investigate?
There is in truth no mystery in the matter,
and in dealing with any country but our
own, we should not have the slightest difficulty
in forming a right judgment. When we our.
selves are not immediately concerned, we
recognise at once the inifluence upon trade of

monetary conditions and policy. .. .... It is
only when we turn from foreign countries and
come to consider our own case that we meet a
certain reluctance to discuss the effect of mone-
tary policy upon trade and employment. That
such influence exists is not categorically de-
nied, but the subject is too often treated as
one best left alone, lest we be led to unortho-
dor conclusions.

According to him, the people are foolish
to tolerate the right of a few London and
American Jews to control the destiny of
every country in the world, causing star-
vation everywhere, simply by trickery in-
troduced into the monetary and banking
policies.

Hon. C. G. Latham: America has not
solved the problem and her vaults are full
of gold.

Mr. -MARSHALL: The Leader of the
Opposition need not waste time in telling
me something that I could have told him.

Ilon. C. Gf. Lathamn: Why does not
Amecrica solve the problem?

Mr. MARSHALL: Because the monetary
power is too great. In America, as in Aus-
tralia, there are too many hypocrites who
complain of social ills and deny the remedy
that would care those ills.

Hon. C. G. Latham- Amnerica has the
money in her vaults.

Mr. -MARSHALL: Yes, and by virtue of
that fact can manipulate the currency of
the world. Let me inform the hon. naen-
her that it is due to the quantity of g-Old
in American vaults that England was forced
off the gold standard.

Hlon. C. 0. Latham: But you were blam-
ing the Jews just now. I anm telling you
that Amieric4 has the money in her own;
"autlts.

Mr. 'MARfSHALL: I ant quite aware of
that. The Banking and reserve Board of
America have made this a special occasion
to secure control. They demanded pay-
ment in gold until they had nccumulated
sufficient gold to control the currency of
the world. Having succeeded in this, they
fixed price levels world-wide. I readi~y
admit that there are individual prices which
fluctuate, but in the main the general price
level is controlled by the actual price of
gold. Like the tide of the ocean, it rollS
in and oat steadily, but in this instance
the movement accords with the dictates of
those in contgol. It is high time that sov-
ereign countries took control of credit and
manipulated it for the benefit of the people.
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Mr. Savage, the Prime Minister of New
Zealand, has made a start. Let that be
said to his credit.

Ron. C. G. Latham: We heard you say
the self-same thing about President Roose-
velt.

MUr. MAR-SHALL: I did not.
Hon. C. 0. Latham: Yes, you said he

would solve all the problems there.
Mr. MARSHALL: I did not make that

statement and I would not subscribe to his
monetary policy, but I do say that MNr.
Savage is moving in the right direction.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: If he is able to
alleviate distress, we in this State can fol-
low his methods.

Mr. MARSHALL: In Tasmania a select
committee was appointed to inquire into
the monetary system. T should like to quote
from the report.

Bon. C. 0, Latham: You ought to give
that information to members.

Mr. MARSHALL: I shall not quote very
much of it.

Hon. C. 6. Latham: Some of it is worth
quoting.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish to quote a
little for the edification of the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver). She is sin-
cere in her desire to do something. She
'has a laudable object in view, namiely, to
provide milk for the children. When chil-
dren are brought into the world, we are
responsible for them and we should see
that they receive what is necessary to their
well being. Therefore I extend congratula-
tions to the lady for bringing the matter'
'forward, although we had information on
the subject previous to her arrival here.
The following is the finding of the select
committee in Tasmania:-

1. The restoration to the sovereign com-
munity of effective control over money ini all
its forms.

2. The establishment by the Common-
wealth Parliament of machinery which would
secure regular equation between the com-
munity's production and the community's
purchasing power

That is the position in a nutshell. Every
member will admit that the industries never
Can and never will put back into circula-
tion as much money as is necessary for the
purchase of those commodities that indus-
tries produce. Hence it is that there is no
equation between the community's purchas-
ing powver and wealth and those articles

that are consumed. We are sending out
millions of bushels of wheat to foreign coun-
tries for consumption whilst we have starv-
ing families at our doors, starving because
they have not the purchasing power. In the
name of God why should we feed Asiatics
when our own children are in want" Why is
it that in this modern age people should not
be entitled to the good and proper things
of life, simply be-cause we live under si
monetary system that is practically con-
trolled from the United States of America.
No country has yet had the temnerity to
challenge that system, with the one excep-
tion of New Zealand, and I hope that Mr.
Savage will be successful in having. his con-
tentions borne out. I wish to quote further
from the report of the selet committevc

The Committee urge4i the Commonwealth
Monetary Commission to pay the greatest pos-
sible attention to the statements of the jour-
nal of the London Chamber of Commecee-

The Minister for Mines: And they are not
bolsheviks.

Mr' MARSHALL: No. The extract con-
tinues:

Concerning this gap-

The gap refers to the difference between the
wealth produced and the shortage of pur-
chasing power on the part of the people to
buy the articles produced by that wealth.
-and the closely related fact that credit is
created and issued by the banks as a, debt to the
community, and that the money to pay interest
is not issued except as a further debt, and
that it is therefore useless to seek a solution
which does not involve community control of
credit.

That is the London Chamber of Commerce.
They realise it cannot be done, that we
always have starving millions around us,
and always shall have whilst the control of
the credit of the Community is held outside
the hands of the people- That is the solu-
tion of the difficulty. We can laugh or cry,
we can stand here and plead with the Gov-
ernment, or the next Government or succes-
sive Governments, hut until we give the
people the control of the wealth or the right
to enjoy the wealth they produce, -we shall
have unemployed by thousands. We shall
have farmers leaving their farms, and
groupies wishing to God they never had
seen a group settlement.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: And you have set up
one of the greatest socialists; in the State at
the head of the Agricultur-al Bank.
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Mr. MARSHALL: Let there be no muis-
apprehension about the Agricultural Bank.
It never was a bank; it never adhered tof
banking principles or orthodox systems. It
never could be a bank, under the present
Act, and if I am any judge it never will be
a bank.

Mr. Thorn: Theni why do they call it a
bank?7

Mr. MARSHALL: Why do they call the
hon. member a member of Parliament?9 1
want to quote from two more authorities
upon this very important subject, the dis-
crepancy between the value of the comt-
modities produced and the power of the
community to buy them. I appeal to the
great thinkers who have implicit confidence
and faith in the British Empire. I have
here statements by the late King George,
who was not deceived, and knew all about
the trouble.

Mr. North: Nor is the present King de-
ceived.

Mr. MARSHALL: I will quote the words
as used by this Cormmittee:-

His Majesty the King at the opening of the
World Monetary and Economic Conference on
the 12th June, 1933, said: "'I appeal to you
to co-operate for the sake of the ultimate
good of the whole world. It cannot be beyond
the power of men so to use the vast resources
of the world as to assure the material pro-
gress of civilisation. No diminution of these
resources has taken place, wh~ile on the con-
trary discovery, invention and organisation
have multiplied these possibilities to such an
extent that abundance of production has itself
created new problems."'

The present King of England, when Prince
of Wales, said, according to this report:-

His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, at
the annual dinner of the London Chamber of
Commerce National Congress of Commercial
Education said: "The depression and econ-
omic disturbance has been largely caused by
maladjustment of distribution. The potential
outpnt is far greater than ever before. If all
employable labour were employed for a reason-
able number of hor-s per week, the world
would have at its disposal a volume of conm-
nmoditics and services which would enable the
entire population to live oa a higher level of
comfort and well-being than has ever been
contemplated in the rosiest dreams of the
social reformer. Our urgent task is to bring
consumption and production into a proper real
relationship-not a simple, but a quite pos-
sible task.''I
Thus we have the late King, the present
K~ing, and Sir Reginald McKenna all agree-
ing on these points. I would also quote from
Professor Cassell a recognised author of
various scientific works. He claims that the

present systemn cannot possibly go on with-
out bringing in its train destitution, unem-
ployment, and all those anomalies which the
present social system brings about and in-
dividuals tolerate. I do not wish to quote
too many of these authors.

The Minister for Mines: And to get out
of these troubles means creating war.

Mr. MARSHALL: Let us see where
"-e are getting to on this subject- For
over 100 years the monetary system and
the control of currency, of silver, gold and
copper, and in the earlier days over comn-
muodities as thre basis of values, have been
ait all times left in tfie bands of lprivate en-
terlplise. We hear a great deal about the
business acumen of the individual, and we
hear- daily, of the great success of the comn-
petitive system in thea hands of private indi-
viduais. After 150 ecars during wvhich pri-
vote individuals hav-e had every opportunity
to earn- out their own particular desires
and ideas, after 150 years in a state of full
and plenty, we have to-day more poverty.
misery and disease than existed in the feudal
days of England.

Hon. C. G. Latham : That is not true.
Mr. MAARSHALL: Those people at least

were healthy.
Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Were they?
Mr. MAR-SHALL: Yes, they were.
Hion. C. G. Lathai: What about the great

plague of 1666?
Mr M'%ARSHALL: And what about our

present plague of gro-sshoppers7 Why does
not the hon. member ask about that tool
I want him to remember tha-t in the days
of which I was speaking, sanitation, ventila-
tion, and or-ganisation were not up to present
standards.

Hon. C. G. Lathiam: Of course not.
21r. MARSHTALL: Bearing those facts in

mni ud, wve must acknowledge that tv-day we
are worse off.

Ilon. C. 0. Lathaim: I amn convinced that
we are not.

Mr. MARk]SHALL: The hon. gentleman
can attempt to prlove that I am wrong

Mr. Sampson: You prove it yourself.
Mr. MARSHALL- There is more misery

and more disease and poverty in our midst
now than existed in those days. For one
thing, in those days scar-city was normal,
was considered the right and inevitable
thing. Obviously the competitive system in
those times could produce only what was
to be got with manual labour. Hence scar-



[3 SEPTEMBER, 1036.] 347

city was perennial. But that is not the case
to-day. We bad a world conference, 12 or
1S months ago, of all wheat-producing coun-
tries, Australia being represented. For
what purpose? To arrange for redaction of
cropping areas, so as to reduce the quantity
of wheat produced in an endeavour to
stabilise the price. And, so hell) me God,
we have thousands in sight of starvation!
People to-dlay are wanting bread, and uns-
able to buy it, while we have representatives
assembled in conferences abroad for the
purpose of trying to raise the price of
wheat. Squatters who at one time held pro-
Jperties of their own are to-dlay mannaging
them for banks. Our wheat produetion is
very largely controlled by baniks. Busi-
nesses are crashin'g. We canl observe
the ultimate trend towards monopo-
lies and coutbines Simply because
the small man can no longer stand
up. Gradually hut surely one firm
swallows another, mid wve shall end with
combines and trusts. Locally we have the
case of D. and IV. Murray anld Goode Dur-
rant, and also the case of Harris Scarfe and
Sandover's. And so forth. Before long
there w~ill be only one firm, able to work its
~iill upon the people and demand its pound
of flesh irrespective of anyone else. We are
led to believe that the Government of the
da ' should he able to supply the require-
niemits thatI each and every moember has so
ably lput forward. M.Nany of the newspapers,
which agai tiare owned and controlled by
baniks and have their policy' fashioned
and shaped byv the baniks, would lead tbe
people1 of Western Australia to believe that
with the conversion loans floated from time
to timie in London, our capitalisation or nat-
ional debt is being reduced. Let us look at
the actual position. The figures I am about
to quote are the same as those appearing in
the Commnonwealth Year Book, from which I
shall not stop to pick them out. We as a
nation now% owe 91,255, 000,000-a nice little
sum. Since 1.923 a total of £02,000,000 has
been repaid. That would look as though we
were making somle progress in the reduction
of our national debt. Unfortunately, on
ging further into the maitter, we find that is

not so. We find that in 1923 the national
debt amounted to £929,000,000, showing a
reduction on the first figure I quoted. Ac-
cording to the Year Book the national debt
in 1923 amounted to £929.0001,000. So that
from that date to the present time our debt
has increased by £326,000,000. Allowing for

the £92,000,000 paid off by sinking
fund( operations, the net increase is
£234,000,000. Since the Lyons Governmnent
first took collice in 1931, Over £100,000,000
ha'; been added to our national debt; and
memibers go) a long, from dlax, to day imagin-
in. that our- national debt is being reduced
and that the Government should rehabili-
tate industi iv, put every unemployed person
into fuall time work, provide free milk for
children not ptrolperly nourished and cared
for, andl vionrer a million other social bene-
lits withiout a ny hesitation. The interest hilt
onI on r national debt amounts to approxi-
niately £1,000,000 per week. It means that
on t of every 'opound pa id inl taxation, 10s.
goes to thle mnoney moongers. And in those air-
cumnlstanecs we attenljpt to feed and house
and clot he our- people adequately! Just
where shall we endl it this continues?
If it goes on1, Would anyone be surprised
at a1 revolution ? Why is it that States
with sovereign rights cannot look after
their owvn credit? Why should we have
to go to a bank or to any person foV credit
when we desire to feed and clothe bur
people? Simply because this custom has
grown up, and has became so powerful
that now we lack the courage to attack it.
But it must be attacked; and I am pleased
that tbere are now several schools of
thought on the subject. Between the lot
I am hopeful that in the near future we
shall see the cud of the present monetary
and banking system. Two other matters
I desire to deal with before closing, and I
shall be as brief as possible. The first,
and a most important subject, is the num
her of accidents taking place in the gold-
mining industry. I bear in mind that the
Minister for Mfines is not superhuman,
and that as regards accidents wve are up
against a most difficult problem, one that
will require a great deal of consideration.
However, it is of so urgent a nature that
I appeal to the Minister to lose no time
whatever in giving effect, so far as he
possibly can, to the proposed amendments
in the Mines Regulation Act and the regu-
lations promulgated thereunder. The mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Hon. F. C.
L. Smith) suggested that statistics might
be kept to show the manl-hours employed
undergrouad. You are aware, Mr. Speaker,
'that we cannot make comparisons in the
goldmining industry. There may be one
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inine where there arc very few accidents,,
-although in an adjoining mine there may
be a great number of accidents. Obviously
that is because different methods of min-
ing are employed. I will quote the Consol.
and Fenian mines at Meekatharra. The
Fenian employs rock-drills and compressed
air machinery while the Consol has hand-
labour. The Fenian, with big stopes. and
heavy charges of gelignite is in such a
condition that the country is constantly
shaken by the combustion of the charges,
to such an extent that the ground becomes
dangerous. It always will be in that con-
dition compared with the Consol. Hence
the Fenian must always experience a
greater number of accidents than the Con-
sol. I want to point out that in recent
years the goldinining industry in this State
has been Americanised, The Yankee sys-
temi has been introduced. I do not com-
plain about that, but I am beginning bo
regard it as very costly from the stand-
point of tile personal welfare of the miners.
N-ever before have we experienced so many
accidents in the goldmining industry as of
late. With the introduction of American
ideas-I grant they are cheap, economical
and safe enough in sonic respects-e-very-
thing is set by tasks. Here comes the
trouble. Hav-iug been set; a task, naturally
each man attempts to get the most he can
out of it, and as a large number of young
follows are now employed who are foreign
to the industry, they do not know the'
dangers they have to face. I suggest to
the Minister for Mines that apart from the
proposed regulations, he should take into
4!onsideration the advisability of so amend-
ing the Mining Act as to force all the big
ctompanies ahead with their developmental
work. Invariably the companies work their
treatment plants on the tail of the under-
ground work. That is to say, the com-
panies invariably grab a ton of stone[
here, there and everywhbere. That is
done to keep the treatment plants going.
]Ia order to ma-intain supplies, they are con-
tinually firing in one, two or several spots,
iii consequence of which the country never
gets an opportunity to settle. -No sooner
does one tenni fire than another gang fires,
;tnd consequently the whole country is
shaken up. If the companies' work were
forced ahead 12 months, or two years, or even
less, they could spread their developmental

operations over a greater number of stopes,
and the present system of continually firing
in or about the same vicinity, would not
follow, That could he done by allocating
contracting parties to different parts, and
then the men would not have to rush back
into dust and fumes and the smell of gelig-
nite, in order to get on with their job. As
it is, the men have to work in dirty ground
amid fumecs and dust, and it is no wonder
that, after a few years, their health is
ruined, I will give the House a few figures
to indicate the increase in the number of
accidents. In 1903, which was the peak
year of gold production in Western Aus-
tralia, although the number of men enigaged
in the whole of the goldmining industry, was
2,000 more than at present, the number of
accidents was 163. 1 will give the figures
for the East 'Murchison goldfields district
for 1934. Apart from the Wiluna leases,
there are no large mines operating in that
particular district, yet in 1934 128 in were
injured in that one area, or 35 less than in
the whole of the goldfields areas in 1903.
Members will agree that it is really time we
took sonic steps to curtail the number of
accidents that occur in the industry. There
is another matter to which I desire to draw
the attention of the Minister for Mines. The
Federal Governmient assisted with the estab-
!ishiuent of a laboratory to conduct investi-
gatioiis regarding miners' complaints -and
other matters relating to the industry. Men
engaged in the industry have to be exam-
ined each year and one would have thought
that the authorities would file detailed
schedules showing the results. I rang up the
department the other day, and I found to
roy amazement that it is rather difficult to
get particulars about the number of men re-
lected from the industry, the number in re-
cipt of compensation, or the number who
have died. That should not be so. The
Mines Department should have detailed in-
formation of that nature from the time the
laboratory commenced operations, until the
present. We know the type of illness that
develops ameng the miners. It would be far
better if the unfortunate men I have in mind
were killed outright. That is a cruel and
inhuman thing to say, but it is true, because
during their last year they experience
nothing hut pain and misery. I have a call
now to visit the Perth Hospital to-morrow
when I will probably say goodbye to one of
these unfortunates. The miners contract the
malady I refer to, which is encouraged to a
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certain extent by the fact that we do not
correctly attend to the ventilation of mines.
I desire to recall to the memory of the Mlin-
ister for 'Mines something that occurred in
the Speaker's room in 1. 92. The goldfields
members of that (lay had a conference with
Dr. R. R. Sayer of the United States
Bureau of Mines, and Dr. Walkin Pitch-
ford of the Mining Bureau of South Africa.
I ant not telling tales out of school now, be-
cause wlhat I am about to relate lhapp~ened
in 192-2, and I do not think it is no"' unfair
to divulge %vital was said, although at the
time the infornation had to be kept secret.
I remind members that one of those doctors
came from South Africa-a black man's
country. Hei and Dr. Sayer had come to
Western Australia to ascertain if they could
learn anything from the systems of ventila-
tion and sanitation onl our goldfields, and
also to make inquiries regarding the mala-
dfies peculiar to the industry. They exam-
ied the conditions on our mines, and at the
conference I refer to we were hound to
secrecy. They said, "We will give you no
information unless you are prepared to
swear you will not give publicity to what
we say." We agreed to their request. There
wvas a larger number of members represent-
ing the goldinining industry in those days,
because with the redistribution of seats some
of the constituencies were discarded. We
met those two doctors in the Speaiker's room
and the first question put to Dr. Pitchford
was, "What do you think of the sanitation
and N-entilation methods onl the Golden 3Mile?'
He said, "Well, gentlemen, the condition
tinder which the men work in the goldmin-
iag industry on the Golden Mile in Western
Australia makes my hair stand on end, and
T conic from a black man's country." That
is the state of affairs which has obtained
in the gold mining industry right up to re-
cent years.

Mr. Patrick: Has it improved since then?
Mrl. MARSHALL: Slightly, I think, but

there is any amount of room for improve-
ment yet, and the only way I can see to bring
it about is by the -Minister adopting the pro-
posed amendments to the Mines Regulation
Act, which would make the companies more
careful in going ahead with their develop-
mental work, and so we should avoid the
dust. I want to read an account of the num-
ber of men who have come out of the in-
dustry and died since 1925. The number of
men prohibited from employment in the
mines under the Miners' Phithisis Act, which

came into operation on the 7th June, 1925,
was 586. Of this number, 486 were suffer-
ing front silicosis with tuberculosis, and 100
from tuberculosis only. Of the prohibited
in 320 have since died. To these must
be added a number of men of whom we have
110 record at all. They come out, poor un-
fortunate wretches, seeking to relieve their
conditions and hoping to live a little longer.
God knows where they are. These are acci-
dents in the true sense of the word, and we
would be inhunian if we did not recognise
them,1. The Mfine Workers' Relief Act came
into fo-ce onl the ist February, 1933, and
to the end of December, 1935, 109 men were
reported as suffering from silicosis advanced,
including 44 who were reported as having
silicosis advanced] prior to 1933; 32 have
been reported as silicosis with tuberculosis;
and 10 from tuberculosis without silicosis.
Of the 1.51 men reported under the Mine
Workers' Relief Act, 26 have died.
The contraction of disease is just as
much anl accident ats when at man
suffers from a fanil of earth or falls down a
shaft. His life is paid as a, toll to the in-
dustry and it is our job to see that imme-
diate action is taken to prevent a continuance
of these cases--and so far as it is possible,
by legislation. 1 have no confidence what-
ever in ally attempt to make amicable
arrangements between two parties who dif-
fer on all matters appertaining to this very
impor-tant subject. Before I conclude, I
want to say a little about the remarks made
by the member for East Perth. I "-ant to
say quite frankly and readily that, had that
lion. gentleman confined his criticism, allega-
tions, and spleen to certain members of the
Parliamentary Labour Party who had given
him pr~ovocation, I certainly would never
have offered any comment upon his attitude
at all, but his all-embracing and all-sweeping
allegations, that were all dishonest and in-
sincere, force me, at least, to make a check
upon his utterances with a view to attempt-
ing to exonerate myself from his wrath.
According to his imputations, innuendoes
and charges, he stands as the only puritani
in politics to-day. Nobody else can be
trusted. Nobody else can be sincere. He
is like the Communist who says, "None of
them up there is any good; put me in." I
tell the member for East Perth that I am
no more dishonest than be is and I lack no
sincerity. He made much of this party hav-
ing coerced the unemployed into contributing
towards the political expenses of the party.
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Those who do not understand the organisa-
tion to which I belong would really believe
that this Government, or the previous Gov-
ernment, had forced men into putting their
hands into their pockets and contributing
towards parliamentary election expenses. As
a matter of fact none knows better than the
lion. gentleman himself what the position is.
Actually, that gentleman was, to a degree,
responsible for that particular plank of the
platform. He was a member of the Trades
Half for years and that plank of the Labour
Party's 1 latformi which stands for prefer-
ence to unionists-and I am not ashamed of
it-was never put there by the Parliament-
ary Labour Party. We had nothing to do
with it. It was put there by men like T. J.
Hughes-industrialists-and we were com-
pelled to subscribe to it. But to
listen to the member for East Perth one
would believe that we did it. What com-
plaint has that member to offer against the
plank of preference to unionists? He was
in the Trades Hall for years and, he sat on
various congresses with me. He was one
who stood hard and] fast for the principle,
fostered it, cherished it, and fought for it,
and now that the political Labour Party en-
dorses it, lie opposes it. When was he a
hypocrite-when he was forcing that plank
upon us, or to-day when he denounces it?
He cannot have it hoth ways; he cannot get
it going and coming. If the principle was
wrong in the days when he was at the Trades
Hall, he was a hypocrite to stop there and
leave it on the platform. If he considered
it all right then, he is a damned hypocrite to
complain about it here. He cannot have it
both ways. Where is his honesty? What
degree of honesty (lid he show in attempting
to mislead people into the belief that we
coerced the unemployed? Let us look at
it from a deeper asliect. WVhen he was in
the Trades Hall and fostering that plank
of preference to unionists, there were sea-
sonal workers and casual wvorkers who had
very few wvorking days per year. They
had no Government guarantee of work or
sustenance. The Government never recog-
nised them. They would not he driven into
the responsibility in those days of provid-
ing work or sustenance for the unemployed.
B ut it did not matter if a man worked only
a week or a fortnight, the member for East
Perth enforced the preference-to-unionists
plank, although the worker had no guar-
antee that he would work for more than a
week. In othw-r words, the position was

worse then than now because, bad as the
conditions are, a man to-day is guaranteed
a' least a little work.

The Minister for Employment: He en-
forces preference to unionists to-day with a
subtle form of blackmail on the employees
at the mental hospital.

Mr. MARSHALL: I would not doubt it.
The point is that according to him I am dis-
honest and insincere. If he is a pattern of
honesty, I am going to be dishonest. 1
always admitted that that gentleman did get
a bad time from some members of the
political Labour Party, and I will frankly
confess that he did get one or twvo very nasty
kicks from the Trades Hail officials.

Mr. Wilson: He gave a few, too.
11r) MARSHALL: Yes, but I always

extended to him courtesy and was quite pre-
pared to accept his right to challenge them
and attack them, too. The custom in Aus-
tralia is that if one is kicked or hit, he hits
back. I respect the bon. member for it, but
when he comes to this House and accuses me
and everyone else associated with the Labour
Party of being dishonest and insincere, I
tell him to his face that I aim not dishonest
and that I am more sincere than he ever
knew how to be. Let me go a step further.
If there was anything wrong with the pre-
ference-to-unionists plank of the Labour
Party's platform, the hon. member should
rememvber that he has just fought two else-
tions. They were bitter elections; they were
enthusiastic; they were costly. No atone
was left unturned on either side; victory
was desired by both sides, and money was
used to secure even' vote possible. But the
hon. member was bankrupt and had nothing.
Did he take his expenses from the unfortun-
ate unemployed of East Perth? Is that
where he got them?9 If he did, why com-
plain of Labour's plank of preference to
unionists?9 If he did not get them there,
where did he get them? He did not have
anythiag; he was bankrupt. He got them
from the wealthy unemp~loyed of St.
George's-terrace.

The Minister for Employment: Hear,
hear!

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Where did you get
yours? We know where you got some of
them.

The Minister for Mfines: I know where
he got them.

Air. MARSHALL: As a good Labourite
and a socialist, the member for East Perth
got his expenses from the wealthy unem-
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iployed of St. Geoirges-ten'ace and at vi
"flee.

The Mlinister for Employment: Hear,
bear!

11r. MARSHALL: They paid his ex-
penses; lie has to deliver the goods. His
objective is to snm.ash the workers' party.
That is my opinion. Why would they find
him large sums ot money other than for a
servic to be rendered?1 As appealing to
the elec!tors is in vain, it could be
accorimlishied by abuse, As the Minis-
ter for Employment mentioned, an
assaz~iin n-ho continually attacks the
character of a M'inister might be success-
ful in undenujuing that character in
the estimation of the electors until he was
turned down, and the hon. member is paid
to do that job. That is my opinion of him.
.I. Cannot understand why the member for
East Perth should have attacked MAr. Vic-
tor Johnson who was appointed tempor-
arv general secretary of thc A.WJJU. Victor
Johnson is a well-known industrialist; he
is known to every politician in this State.
Rie has a reputation as a very fair and
frank mnan. He has been a member of
the A.W.T7 as l6ung as I can remember and
has been an executive officer of the organ-
isation. -Under the constitution of the
A.W.U. the executive body have the right
to make temporary appointments in cases
'of emergency. The A.W.U. extend from
the Kituberleys in the north to Eucla in
the south. Suddenly the general secretary,
Mr. Arthur Watts, was removed by death
and that extensive organisation was left
without a head. To have attempted to call
for nominations and elect a general see-
retarv would have involved a period of
moniths, and who would have attended to
the business of the union in the meantime?
Sonic little girls in the office? Could they
hare handled the business? Of course not.
Somecone had to be appointed temporarily.
The man appointed had been an executive
officer and organising secretary for the
best pert of 25 years. He was a man of
such standing that I venture to suggest
that, had he possessed any political inclin-
ations, he could have been with us many
years ago. He was never such aL hypocrite
when seeking the secretaryship of the Oar-
aldton division, as to do anything like Mr.
Hughes did-ush down to the timber mills
to qnflify in order to contest the secretary-
ship.

Mr. Withers: When he had never had
art axe in his hand.

MAr. MARSH-ALL: This honest man, this
disciple of purity, -when he wanted two or
three jobs, among them the secretaryship
of the Timber Workers' Union, had tui
qualify, and he took down an axe for a
day's chopping at a sapling. He spent most
of the day in sitting under the sapling, and
now he criticises other people's honesty,
including that of -Mr. Victor Johnson.

The Minister for Employment: Where is
the member for East Perth to-night?9

Mr. ARSHALL: The Minister need not
worry about him.

Mr. Rodoreda: Fie did not wait for the
Premier to return before making charges
against him.

Mr. MARSHALL: I wish now to refer
to sume remarks by the Leader of the Op-
position on the subject of unemployment.
WNThen appealing to the Oovernnient not to
makeo sustenance wvork too attractive, he
said he hadl made reference only to single
inca., I will qenote his remarks froin "'Han-
sard. 'I

Hon. 0. G,. Latham: Which "Ilansard''?
The one altered after the wveekly edition.
was issued or the other?

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member need
niot ask me; it is here.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I will deal -with that
at a suitable time.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member had
mnuch to say abont it and displayed great
sympathy for the unemplo 'ved. Whben chal-
lenged regarding his statement, he said that
he had referred to single men. He said
that the Labour Government would riot give
any single man a job.

Hon. C. 0. Lathamn: I said they are not
giving them a job.

Mr. MARSHALL: What was the hon.
member doing with the single men jusV
before Labour came into power? lBlackboy
Camp was full of them, the men being em-
played at pulling- up bulrushes in the
National Park. Some were in the Migrants
Home and the rest were walking the streets.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: They had food and
shelter.

Mr. MARSHALL: Never mind about
that. Six months after Labour took office
every man was out.

Hon. .G-. Latham: Every man was liv-
ing in a tent or rather in a bumpy.
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Mr. 'MARSHALL: The party opposite, respect for the basic wage, the Arbitration
when in power, simply filled Blackboy and
the Migrants' Home wvith single men. The
hon. member must admit that. To-day there
are 100 single men working in my elector-
ate and in all several hundred are out pros-
pecting on 15s. a week. The Minister has
invited single men to avail themselves of
the opportunities provided by the Depart-
ment of Mines to receive sustenance and
go prospecting.

Hon. C. G. Latham: On 15s. a week!
Air. MARSHALL: You never gave thenm

15s. a week.
Mir. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. memn-

ber will address the Chair.
Mir. Fox: The early prospectors did not

get anything.
Mr. MARSHALL: That is all the lion.

member's Government did for the single men.
When he appealed to thle Government not
to make sustenance work too attractive, what
did he moan?

Han. C. G-. Latham: Enough to tell you.
Air. MARSHALL: Ilam asking the Leader

of the Opposition. We do not on this side
of the House interfere with conditions and
hours of labour. That is done by the Arbi-
tration Court. What did he mean by "not
making it too attractive"!'

Mr. Sleeman: Hec meant "Do not give
them anything."

Mr. MARSHALL: He meant, "Do not put
them on full-time work." That would be
the only way to make it too attractive.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was not afraid of
that from you.

Mr. MARSHALL: We could not don any-
thing else.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You have not even
put the married men on full-time.

Mir. MARSHALL: None of us will say
that sustenance workers, married or single,
are as yet properly catered for. My earlier
remarks expressed my opinion about that.
I must admit, however, that things are bet-
ter since the Labour Government have taken
office than they were under the previous
Administration. We found the previous
Government subsidising municipalities and
road boards for employment purposes, Those
loeal authorities had no regard for rates of
pay or conditions of labour. They gave
these unfortunate people a few paltry shil-
lings a week, and prostituted the poverty of
that section of the community. They were
only paying 5s. or Gs. a day. They bad no

Court, or anything else. That was the pro-
mnisc of the bion. member's Government to
the unemployed. He says, "Do not make
it too attractive," attractive on a basic wage
of £2 1s. Id.! I want these things to he
remembered by the unemployed, up to whom
the hon. member was playing the other even-
ing. The sympathy they will get* from an
anti-Labour Government will be sympathy
only. I thank members for the generous
and kindly hearing they have given rue, and
am sorry to have delayed the Chamber
so long to-night. I shall bie on my feet again
early in this session.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: So shall 1.
Air. MARSHALL: The bon. gentleman

will find me here on every occasion.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S. AV. M1unsie-Hannans) [9.22] : 1 thiank
members for the veryv mild criticismn-if
there has been anyv criticismi-they have
passed concerning the two departments I
administer, the Mines Department and the
Public Health Department. They have
treated me very generously. I wish to reply
to some of the statements that were made,
,and to begin by correcting a mistake made
by the Leader of the Opposition. He quoted
certain figures. I take it that when he
quoted them, they were included in the
figures hoe had added up as representing the
free grants from the Federal Government.
I admit that we (lid get money from the
Commonwealth Government for the pros-
spet-ting scheme, but the bon. gentleman was
not quoting that vote at all. We also got
other moneys. Ie said that the 'year before
last we received £16,000, and that last year
we got £40,000. Both those figures are
correct. In quoting the total amount spent
on what is known as the nietalliferons vote,
which is the aerial geographical and geo-
physical survey of the North, that is, the
North of Western Australia in our case, he
made the mistake to which I have referred.
Sonic two and a half years ago Sir Herbert
Gepp came to this State, after putting up
a certain proposition to the Commonwealth
Government. He asked me if he could have
n interview with the Premier, and I suc-
ceeded in getting that interview for him.
He thens went to Queensland where he had
a simijlar interview with the Premier and
Minister for Mfines of that State. He then
had sufficient influence to induce the Coa-
monwealth Government to convene a confer-
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ence betwveen that GIovernment and the two
States 1 have mentioned. At that conference
the aerial, geog-raphical and geophysical sur-
vey of thle North was arranged. That was
brought about by the raising of £150,000,
half that sumn being paid by the Common-
wrealth Government and the other half being
equally divided between Queensland and(
Western Australia. Our share was therefore
£E37,500. 'In the first year, only £C16,000 was
spent. It was not all spent by this State,
by any means. During this year we antici-
pate having £404100 spent. Up to date, the
money sIpent by this State is £E13,219. I
mention this to show that the figures quoted
by, thc Ljeader of the Opposition were taken
front this particular Vote, and that this
State is finding only its quota of the total
ex penditure. Thle money was not a gift
froml the Coumnonwealth; Oovernment. We
arc merely finding our- quota for the work
done in this State, and the other two parties
to the arnintgentent are finding their quota.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are telling, us
what money was expended, and I told you
ab~out thle money allocated to this State.

The MI11NISTER FOR MNINES: That is
where the ion, gentleman was wrong. Tfle
£40,000 was not allocated to this State, but
,allocated between the three parties. In the
first year, £106,000 was spent, and this year
£40,000 is beingl spent. the quota being pro-
vided by the parties concerned. That is
where the figures were misleading. I have
gone into the other figures quoted by the
Leader of thle Opposition concerning the free
gifts we received as a Government fromn the
Commnonwealth, lin this particular coninec-
tion the mnoney that is going, into the scheme
is our own money. The inference of the
Lender of the Opposition was therefore not
fair-, and 1. want to put it right. I qutes-
tioned the hon. gentleman when he made the
statement. I said we did not get that money
for prospecting, and that -not one penny had
been spent in prospecting other than on the
scheme for which purpose the money was
raised, that is, the surve 'y of the North.
When speaking again, the hon. member did
say that he was astounded to find that under
the Youth Employment scheme the State
Government were providing 15s. per week
for thle hundred youths that are to go out-
if they ever do-from the moneys, raised
from the general public. Nothing of the
kind. There is no intention, and there never
has been. to find the 15s. per week for thle

boys from the money raised by that appeal
to the general public.

Hon. C. G-. Latham: But that was what
the Press stated, asit not?

The MIN'ISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
help what the Press stated.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You did not contra-
dict the Statement.

The 'MINISTER FOR M1INES: I have
mnore to do than to contradict all the mis-
statenmenlts that appear in the Press--many
oif theim unintentional, I admit. However,
I have not the tine, and if I had] time
I would not try, to correct every incorrect
statement appearing in the Press with regaLrd
to my, own departmnrts. If I dlid that, I
would have nothing else to do; and so I amn
itot taking it on. I do not desire to deal
with any of the statements made by the
menber for Claremont (Mr. North). He
dlealt rthiclx- with the trolley buses, one of
his subjects of complaint. I give himi every
credit for his 4:os1i Stenl'1v. Ile Was Consis-
tent throughout his speech. and] has been
consistent ever since he entered this Chani-
ber. Ie has consistentlv advocated mone-
tary reform, sticking to that subject dur-
i ngt his speech on the Address-in-reply.
The mnemtber for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
Mct~artv), though most generous to mne re-

garding1 the assistance granted to his etee-
torate for the care of thle sick and for health
matters, still wanted more. For that I do not
blanwv him; probably he has a perfect right
to ask for more. About one other question
which he raised T want to have a word or
two to say. He wanted more water supplies.
His remarks led me to believe--a helief which
remained after perusal of them in "Han-
sard' -that the present Government had
dlone little, if anything, for the country
water supplies. There has been a good deal
of talk triay about country water supplies.
I want hon. members, for the purpose of the
discussion, to omit from country water sup-
plies, either town or farm, extensions from
the goidfields water scheme; and I ask hon.
mnembers either on this or on the opposite

sieof the Chamber to point out to me two
water schemes that have been established by
any except Labour Governments anywhere
in Western Australia, for either town
or country. Some magnificent rock
eatcbment. schemes have been put in for
the use of the farmers. There could
be many more; and I admit that
there should be. However, the National
Party had one term of six years in office;

353



354 [AS SEMBLY.]

then Labour had a term of six years, fol- fate the hon. member on his suggestion re-
lowed by three years of National Gov-
ement; and then Labour had a
term of three years. That is a total
of 18 years, during which every Water
supply established in country districts
was put in by Labour Governments,
and not one put in by any of the other
Governments. The hon. member therefore
must not criticise Labour Governments as
having been lacking in the establishment of
water supplies, though lie would be perfectly
justified in criticising his own party for not
doing as well as Labour Governments did
in that respect. Let me congratulate the
member for Avon (Mr. Boyle) on the very
fine speech he made. I admit, however, that
with regard to assistance to the agricultural
industry ho got beyond me. I have not his
grrip of the subject, and do not profess to
have: I do not know wvhat is right and what
is wrong as between the Commonwealth and
the States in the same way as the hon. mem-
ber does. I acknowledge that lie has a com-
plete grasp of the subject.

The Minister for Employment: He ought
to be the Leader of the Country Party.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Exactly in the same
way as you ought to be the leader of your
Government, although you have been there
only five minutes.

Mr. SPEARER: Order!
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have

ceased permitting myself to get heated. I
am too old at the game. If interjections
start, I stop until they end. Another point
on which I desire to compliment the member
for Avon is hi.s suggecstirni of a building trust
for hospitals. I rememiber attending, at Mer-
redin, in his district, the opening Of that
magnificent hospital there-in my opinion
the finest of all the country hospitals in
Western Australia, not even excluding the
Katanning Hospital. That is a very fine

hoptlindeed, but it has two storeys, and
in a country such as Western Ausfralia,
with enormous areas, there is no justifica-
tion for two-storey hospital buildings.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Only the narses'
quarters are upstairs now.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: The
Katanning hospital is a two-storey building,
and it has a greater bed accomnmoda-
tion than the Mferredin hospital. still,'
the Merredin hospital is the best laid-
out country hospital in the State-
and I think I have seen every country
hospital in Western Australia. I congratu-

lative to the Lotteries Commission, but he
must go further than merely suggesting. I
hope I shall not disappoint him when I say
that the scheme he suiggests is not new, and
that already it has been investigated. The
earlier suggestion was not on quite as large
a stale. However, in the past I have put in
weeks on a similar scheme, in company with
others. Our scheme was for an amount of
£250,000, riot f5V0,O0O. The amount of
£250,000 would have been most acceptable
could we have got it. The Labour Govern-
ment tried to bring that scheme to fruition.
The lion. member said at the outset that he
believed the lotteries, as lotteries, were here
to stay. That is also my belief; but I want
to point out that if the lotteries stay for the
next 50 years the lion. member will never
raise the money lie requires, nor yet wvill he
get any financial institution to advance the
necessar~y funds eveni on the magnificent
terms suggested by himself.

r.Boyle: Would not the Government
give a guarantee?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think even the Government would guarantee
the scheme with a Lotteries Commission
existing only from year to year. The earlier
scheme, on all fours with the lion, member's
suggestion, was to be covered in five years;
and we tried to get at least a five-years term
for the Lotteries Commission. But we did
not get it: the Commission still exists only
from year to year.

Mr. Boyle: Try again.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not

mind trying again. I consider the scheme
suggeste d by the lion, member to be mag-
nificent. I would not have gone into the
matter previously if I had not thought it
was desirable. Although last year the State
did get from hospital taxation C20 0 00O,
the hospitals last year were worse off than
they were when the hospital tax did not
exist. The perfect truth of that statement
can be supported by an examination of the
records.

Mr. Patrick: The hospital tax saved the
revenue.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ad-
mit that. The tax operated for only s4
months during its first yea;, but immedi-
ately it was introduced 50 per cent. was
cut off the Health Estimates, and, of course,
the next year it was wiped out altogether
so far as hospitals were concerned.



[:3 S+iPTVLIBER, 19301.)5

Mr. P'atrick: Did they not have the en-
tertainnment tax!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
was responsible for the introduction of the
Bill to continue the entertainments tar
oat the day that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment relinquished that impost. That Bill
contained a general statement that the
money was to be used for hospital purposes,
and over - penny of it was spent in that
direction.

lion. P, D. Ferguson:- Formerly there was
a fair amount of voluntary subscriptions
for hospitals.

The MINKISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Prior
to the introduction of the hospital tax,' a
sum of £39,000 was received in voluntary
contributions for the maintenance of hos-
pitals over a period of 10 years, but that
amount dwindled to less than £6,000 over
the next period. That result is not to be
wondered at.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The people did not
have so much money to spend.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This was
before the depression, an(1 the dwindling
dated fromt the introduction of the hospital
tax.

Hon. C. 0I. Latham: That was introduced
at the beginning of the depression, anid that
was the reason for it.

Ilon. 1'. D. Ferguson: But people will
not contribute voluntarily if they have to
pay compulsorily.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Of course
they will not.

lI-on. C. C. Lathamn: Then waive the tax.
The MINISTE ri'R FOR MNiNES: No, I

will not do anything of the kind. I admnit,
as the Leader of the Opposition has often
said, that I would see the day wvhcn 1, as
Minister tar Health, would welcome the
hospital tax; hut that day has long Since
passed. I do not know what we would have
done had it not been for that tax, hut that
does not get away from the fact that when
we had £104,000 from general revenue,
£28,000 from the entertainment tax-that
was doubled by the then Government as
well-arid the donations that we received
'from time to time, we were better off, from
the standpoint of our hospitals, prior to the
introduction of the hospital tax than we
are to-day.

Mr. Mfarshall: Then there was the ques-
tion of maintenance.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: There,
again, prior to the imposition of the hoes-
pital tax, during the six years I was Mini-
ister for Health, the average amount for
hospital maintenance was X£26,500 a year.
One year I had at my disposal £28,006 for
the building of hospitals, maintenance anid
so forth. That money came from Loan
F'unds, but the sum available under that
heading averaged about £16,000 a year. On.
the other hand, I have not had at my dis-
posal a penny piece from Loan Funds for
hospital building and maintenance since the
introduction of the hospital tax. All money
for such buildings had to be taken from
that tax.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Can you give us,
any idea when the balance sheet will ho
presented to Parliament

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: I cantiot
say. I know it has been submitted '-~r)~
Auditor General.

Ron. C. (4. Latham: I hope we will have
it before the Estimates tire considered.

The -MINISTER FOR M1INES: I cannot
say, but I k-now it went to the Auditor
General long ago. I compliment the mem-
ber for Nelson (AMr. Doust) on his maiden
speech. It was a very fine effort, more
particularly wvhen one remembers it was
his first speech in this Chamber. He also,
complained about the methods adopjted for
hospital finance, but I have nothing to add
regarding his remarks because I have ex-

'plained the whole position in replying to
the member for Avon (Mr, Boyle). I wish
to devote some attention to the remarks of
the member for Subiaco (_Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver). I congratulate her, too, on her
first effort in this Mouse, but I want to,
give her a word of advice as well. I know
she is not above taking advice, althouigh
she may not take it from me.

Mr. Sampson: Don't you take too armny
chances.

The MINISTER, FOR MINES: I know,
she does take adsvice. As a matter of fact.
she most have had someone to advise her
about mining matters, and I discovered only
to-day who that person was. It was the
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes), who,
knows nothing about it. I warn her to he
careful not to take too much notice of what
that hon. member tells her.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: He has not spoken,
to me at all.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: Did he
not?

Mrs. Cardeil-Oliver: No, your statement
is not true.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I accept
the hon. member's assurance that she did
not get the information from the member
for East Perth. Whoever she may have got
the information from, it was wrong just
the same. There is one other matter I want
to refer to in relation to the member for
Subiaco. I have here a copy of the circular
that was issued by that good lady during
the last election.

Mr. Wilson: Why bring that up?

The "MINISTER FOR MINES: I intend
to touch on one or twvo matters on-ly. The
circular is in very attractive form and
nicely got up. This is what appears on the
front page, and every item is most laud-
able-

Maintain pearling industry.
A policy to people these empty spaces.
Trade intercourse with Dutch Indies and

Far East.
Exploit natural mineral resources.
Encourage the pastoral industry.
Examine fishing possibilities.
Revive our wheat areas.
Further develop mining.
Expand overseas exports.
increase factory production.
Stabilise timber, fruit, and dairying.
Export our secondary products throughout

the State.

All that appears onl the front page. If
the Government wyore to take notice of these
items on the front page alone, and attempted
to comply ith what the hon. member wants,
it would represent a cost of approximately
L1,500,000 per year.

Mr. Wilson: Only that!
Mr. Sampson: Ali effort should be made

to give effect to those proposals.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sug-

gest to the member for Subiaco that she
,should be more careful with regard to her
figues relating to the finances. I will show
members what the member for Subiaco
wants. She desires social services to he pro-
vided by the Government at once; those are
her words. Here is the list of social services
that she requires-

Provision for indigent, helpless, wayward;
increased education; training of youths; do-
mestic college for girls; community hospital;,
maternity clinics; country maternity homes;
liberal grant for extension and improvements
to King Edward Hospital; pre-natal clinics
throughout the State; ward at Children's Hos-
pital for crippled children; women on all

boards dealing with women, children Or the
peoples food; dese~ased hors of labor;
national or State insurance for old age, health
and unemployment; filing the vacant spaces.

Work for all, especially for the youth who
look to parents and politicians fr guidane;
to create purchasing power necessary to ?e-
covery.

Airs. Cardeli-Oliver: I got in on that
all right.

The MINISTER FOR MINTS: The holl.
member did a wonderfully good job; she got
through all right.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And she is making
the Minister very cross.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing
of the sort.

Air. Styants: Sblo is on the in-Ong side.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I want

to take exception to her inclusion of this
plank: "Salvation from Socialism." That
is wihat she ends up with, and under that
heading- her circular sets out the follow-
ing-

Organised attacks are being made to under-
mine our political structure and establish a
socialised State, to destroy our religion and
our home life. Your opportunity is now. Vote
for Gardell-Oliver.

That, 'too, is laudable. But I want to say to
the lion. memiber there is not a member on
this side of the House any, less sincere in
protecting these, may I say, sacred objects
than is the hon. member herself, So this
paragraph in the pamphlet is a slur, not
only on inc but oil tile whole of the members
of this side of the House, and I resent such
slurs being, given in that way.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Oh, it is not so bad
:is we someKtimfles put over you.

The M1INISTER FOR MINES: But you
have a ])crfect right to do it, here in the
House. For instance, I listened to the mem-
her for 'Nedlands the other ight. He said
that we on this side have at monopoly of
abuse and are experts at it. He said that
all righit, that members of the Labour Party
hanve a mnopoly of abuse. The hell. gentle-
manl himself usedt stronger abuse during the
lnst election campaigni than any member of
the Labour Party has ever done at any elec-
tion.

Mir. Sampson: That is an ex-parfe state-
ment.

The Minister for Employmient: No, it is
a Labour Party statement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
complaining of what the member for Ned-
lands said, but I wish to say that I am pre-
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pared to listen to any criticism at all,
althoug-h I (10 not like a man who indulges
in criticism but sqlueals when be is criticisedl
himiself. That is the point. Turnng once
more to this pamnphlet, from which I was
led astray by unruly interjections, the good
lady again says-

ir SPEAKER: I draw the hon. mem-
ber's attetion-

The MI-N1STER FOR MINES: Ye;, Sir,
Iam sorryv. I mean the mnember for Subiaco.

Ir do not think the lion, member -would take
it as an insult, my referring to her as the
good lady.

M[r. S1PEAKERl: Nevertheless it is against
the Standingr Orders, so it does not matter
what the lhon. memiber herself might think-

Tine MIN',ISTER FOR IMINXES: W"ell, I
aki sorr. I. apologise and in future I will

,;ee to it that I refer to her as the member
fojr Subiaco. The wiiter of this pamphlet,
dealing with finance says-

The Labour Administration has borrowed
and spent £33,940,000.

Krs. Cardell-Oliver: And that is quite
true.

The MINISTER FOR MIES: I believe
it is true. I am not contradicting- that. The
statement continues-

This represents nearly one-half of tine pre-
seat loan liability accrued in the 100 years of
our State's history. In 1934 their harrowinkg
was increased by £3,500,000 onl that of thle
previous year.

Is that also quite true? I take exception to
that statement. The writer should be more
careful in working out finance. I subumitted
the statement to the Under Treasurer, who
of all the w ill the State ought to know
the amounts borrowed by the Mlitchell-
Lathialn Governmnt and by thme Collier Gov-
ernment respectively%. Here is thme position
as .supIplied to me hr the Under Treasurer:
The circular stated that we luid borrowed
£.3.500,000 in meess of the borrowings of the
previous year. As a matter of fact, the total
borrowings for the year 1932-1933, which
was the previous year, were £3,082,063.
That itas the total amount for the period,
including the deficit. Now the total amount
borrowed for the y ear 1933-34, including the
deficit, was L1,452,934. The writer of the

pamphlet is out in that statement by
£E3,129,000-a mere handful of millions here
or there does not matter. Then I want to
point out, too, that during the last election
the campaig-n was fought almost On two
rinncipal matters, namely the treatment of

the sustenance workers and the amount of
money we bad spent in the three years dur-
ing which we were in ollice-the enormous
amnount of loan moneys we had had to
spend iii comparison with what the
previous Government hodl had to spend-
Here again the Under Treasurer pro-
duces figures showing that the total
borrowin g including deficits for the
three years 1931 to 1933, which were the
three years of the MitehellI-Latham Govern-
mnent, was £9,199,986, whereas the total Imor-
rowing, including deficits, forlJ033-36 by the
Collier Government was £8,875,000 or
£370,813 less than the borrowings of ther
Mitchell-Latliam Government. It is nearly
time these figures were published as a con-
tradiction to statements made during the
election. Frequently I was. asked why I did
not correct the figures. But thco figresi ap-
peared in the "West Australian" on four
occasions in the formi of a contradiction from
the Premier of the Slate, and on the samet
night National candidates made the same
statement over again. I wtas in hospital at
the time and, though I could not hear the
speeches from the platform, I heard everyv
one that was broadcast.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And you enjoyed
them, too?

The MILNISTER FOR MINES: Mfost of
theirn Every speaker on behalf of the
National and Country Parties used the self-
same figures. What was the use of contra-
dieting the statements? I had plenty of
time to think, matters over, and I recog-
nised the f utilIity. of attemp.,t ing to con trad ict
anything stated in the Press, particularly as
I had read contradictions hr the Treasurer
on four occasions. Still, night after nizht.
opposition candidates, made the same state-
ments.

The Minister for Employment: It shows
how diesperate they ware.

The MINISTER FOR 'MINES: We were
charged with all sorts, of things. Hundreds
of people may not agree with inc. I do
not care whether they do or not. If it is
pointed out to me that I have made a mis-
take, I have always been man enough on
the next occasion of taking the platform
to adm~it my mistake and to apologise for
it. That is how polities and the pablic life
should he conducted. There is more credit
to a inan who admits a mistake than to the
mian who refuses to admit an error an.4
continues to tell the same lie. Briefly. I

357



358 [ASSEMBLY.]

wish to refer to the noted speech we heard
a few nights ago from the member for East
Perth (.Mr. Hughes). I am not going to
deal with much in the way of generalities,
otherwise than to remind the House that
in the first instance he accused the Govern-
nient of being the most dishonest and cor-
rup)t Government the State had ever had.
That statement included me. I wish to say
quite candidly that I amn not taking very
serious objection to that statement ini view
of the source froin which it came. If my
reputation for honesty i tis State can be
besmirched by a man who has been de-
clared by the courts to be a common in-
former, I am prepared to have it besmirched.
It is not many years since the magistrates
in this State refused to convict evcn sly
g rog sellers onl the evidence of a common in-
formier. That being so, I am not prepared
to take much notice of the evidence sub-
mnitted by a. convicted common informer.
Not many years since, in parts of the
Empire, if a mal was even seriously sus-
pected of being a common inflormier, he was
shot onl sight. It is a groat pity that that
practice went out ot existence. Before I
reply to two statemnets criticising me, I
wish to say that many years before Federa-
tion Ilived in New South WVales and took a
little inter-est in public affairs. in the course
of a debate, I heard just Such another
speech as that delivered by the member for
East Perth. The speaker criticised all and
sundry; he made general charges against all
and sundry. Then another gentleman rose
and calmly and in a few words stated, "I
ami not going to attempt to refute any of
thne statements made by the hon. member,"
and then he likened the speech to the croak-
ing, of a toad in a cesspool. I am not going
to comipare -the hon. member's speech in
that way, because I1 am perfectly satisfied
that his vile tongue and diseased brain
would putrefy a cesspool. I do not care
whether lie is in his place or not. If he
were here, I would sltl make -the statement.
It is true. He is the most filthy-minded
man in this country or any other.

Mr. Styants: He vilified the Premier in
his absence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He does
it repeatedly.

The Minister for Employment: Where is
he to-night? Out on private business?

Mr. Marshall: Looking for £200 of some-
body else's money.

The -MINISTER FOR MINES: The
member for East Perth made two state-
ments regarding me- He said Claude de
Bernales had a reservatioa of all the gold-
bearing and greenstone goldbearing country
in this State. He then went on to draw a
very Pathetic picture of a prospector at
Norseman, 71 years of age, who had been
working a show for some considerable time.
Somebody came along and wanted to buy
it, and the prospector sold it. When the
man went for his money, he could not get
it. When he tried to enforce 'his claim
legally, he discovered that he had not offered
the show to Claude de Bernales or, as stated
by wvay of an afterthought, to the Western
Mining Corporation. That shows just how
truthful the hon. member is. Id me
say that Claude de Bernales has never
had a reservation in this State in
respect to which anybody had to ask
his permission for anything. He
never had an open reservation or a
closed reservation at Norseman. The
nearest lie had to Norseman was at Logan's
Find, le has it yet, and is working it at
present, and it is 64 miles as the crow
'flies from the Norseman town boundary to
the southern boundary of the reservation.
That shows hlow much notice can be taken
of the majority of the statements this man
makes. The hoin. member also said that
'the policy of the Government was 56 hours
per week for nurses, that they asked t he
Arbitration Court to make the nurses work
56 hours a week. I am tired of contradict-
ing that statement; it seems useless to con-
tradict it. We met the representatives of
the nurses on two occasions, and onl no
occasion did we ask them to work more
thani 48 hours a week. We offered themn
4S hours a week without going to the court,
and they refused to accept the offer. They
could not get the whole of the outside hos-
pilts to agree. They went to the conrt,
and the court awarded 48 hours. This man
say s that the Government asked the nurses
to work 56 hours a week. We did nothing
of the kind. We offered them 48 hours,
and they got that from the eourt. The
member for East Perth, however, would
'have the House helieve that it was becanse
it was made an issue at the East Perth
election we granted the nurses 44 honrs.
Night after night during the course of
the campaign he declared that the Govern-
ment, of which Mr. Kenneally wvas then
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time qualified.
there has been ay
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sent their advocate into gratulatiouls. I refer to the Minister for
hour week for the nurses. Employment. Probably members feel more
eatedly on every platform inclined to sympathise with him than to con-
i election. When he firsit gratulate htim. I have a personal reason for
t; was a deliberate lie, but offering my congratulations, because he and
epeating it ever since. fle I spen't out- boyhood in tine same town.
atement in this House. and loegoan or education ill thle same

reinier. A-nd he -will sa sechool. T know% tie lion, gentlemnan's
people well. and it givs le t,'roat

I. FOR MINES: Of course pleastti'e to 'ogauae himr upon
thsthe attainment of Mfinisterial rank. Like

possible to have on ths most other members I syinpathise with him
nias, be would be looked over his appointment. I am not surprised

ge Wshintoncompred at M-onie of the older and more wily politi-
for East Perth. cians in the 'Ministry probably declining to
I mnove- arctpt that Portfolio, It seems to me a very

be adjouned. dnerosoe I have a certain amount of

da divistion. taken with symvnpathyv for 2%r. Kenneally. In districts
nlt:- throuigh which I travelled, even amongst

supporters of the Laor Government, I
* ... .. 13 found a good deal of hostility toward that

* . .. .. 18 gentleman. That hostility was not exactly
fair, as I told mnany of the people I met.

agains~t 5 After all, 'Mr, Ken neally was merely carry-
ing out the policy of the Oovernment. One

Aics. should warn the new 'Minister, therefore,
Mr. Sampson that the appointment is a dangerous one. I
Ailr. 'rhori,
Mr. Warner also wvish to protest against the allocation
Mr. Wel sh of portfolios, and hope that the present;
Mr. Doney system wilt be altered in the near future.

(Teller.) When the es-member for East Perth took
fols over the position of Minister for Employ-

Mr. Needham ment it was in a full-time capacity. Later
Mr. nodoreda
Mr, Sleewan on he said that the department had prac-
MT, Styants ial iapae, n htlewsal
Mr, Tonkin tclydsperd n htlewsal
Mr. Troy to take over the largest spending depart-
Mr. Wise
NMr. XCIIhers inenit of State, namely the Public Works
Mr. Wilpi'n (elr) Department. To-day we have the extra-

(Teler.) ordinary position of one Minister occupying
egatived. the portfolios of Agriculture, Education and

Police. That 'Minister is so busily engaged
~peaker took the Chair.] that he has taken the highly extraordinary

procedure of announcing that be does not
S(Greenough) [10.16) : intend to receive any more deputations this

arc passing through a ear. I do not know whether he means it
Ichanges. It mnust he or not, but his attitude is most extraordiii-

ou, MI Ir. Speaker, to ar-y. I warn him that even in my brief poli-
the higrh and honour- tical experience there have been cases of
a occupy, and evidently Ministers or men dressed in a little brief
:he confidence of members. auithority adopting that attitude, and not
numerous changes. I con- halving grone very far.
i, although one deplores The M1inister for Agriculture: You know
ec vacancy, on attainino that is not the reason.
for which he has for some Hon. C. G. Latham: It has never been
inee the last Parliament done before.
iother appointment to the Mr. PATRICK: I repeat, such an atti-
n. member in question does tude is very extraordinary' indeed, I do not
o have received many con- intcnd to devote much time to statements
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Made On the other side of the Chamber,
although there were some rather interesting
ones. For instance, the member for Perth
(Mr. Needham) objected to the Government
retiring employees at 65 years of age. On
the other hand, the member for North-East
Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) desired to retire
them at as low an age as 40 years. Tle(
member for Perth was quite right in saying
that Ihe Government were not consistent in
view of a ease where they had appointed
a man wvell over the three score years and
ten to an important position.

The Minister for Lands: Who was that?
Mir. PATRICK: 'The chairman of the

Rural Rielief Board.
The Minister for Lands: Oh!
Mr. PATRICK: That is a highly import-

ant position, and is to last for at least three
years. Let me say that I take strong excp-
tion to the man who succeeded to Mr.
Angivin's place on the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. Upon the constitution of that trust
the then Minister, Mr. Angwin, received a
deputation from the Primary Producers'
Association protesting against the fact that
there was no representative of that body
on the trust. The Minister agreed to
appoint an additional memberl, and ithat
additional member was a fanner at Beverley.
When be died, the Government immediately
appointed Mr. Angwin. Upon my making
a protest at the time, the ox-Premier said
that Mr. Angwin could be regarded as a
very good representative of the farmers.
Howvever, I do not think the man appointed
in Mr. Angwin 'a place can be regarded in
that light, as he merely duplicates another
member of the Fremantle Trades Hall oa
the trust.

Hor. C. G. Latham: That is carrying out
the policy of spoils to the victors.

Mr. PATRICK: Members opposite, espe-
c ially those on the cross-benches, in a way
apologised for the Government's not hav-
ing been able to carry out their promis~e
of full-time work, by remarking that the
sustenance rates paid here compared more
than favourably with those of any other
State in the Commonwealth. Of course
they do, and of course they have done so
right from the inception of sustenance at
the beginning of the depression. I pointed
out then that our rates were considerably
*higher than those of any other Australian
State. Even as regards rates of taxation,
at a time when one of the champions of

TLabour was in office in New South Wales-
I refer to Mr. Lang-and he had an em-
ployment tax on a flat rate of Is. in the.
pound, that tax was collected even from
the mn on sustenance. Therefore it can
'be said that at any time the unfortunate
people on sustenance and part-time work
in Western Australia wvere in a better posi-
tion thanm those Similarly circumstanced in
the other States. At that time, too, there
was no comparison between the funds avail-
able for part-time workers and men on sus-
tenance. At the beginning of the depres-
sion the revenues of Western Australia,
as I have pointed out before, had absolutely
collapsed, and it was highly difficult to se-
cure loan money. The Opposition at that
period were most unfair in their criticism;
in fact, the then Deputy Leader of the
Opposition almost screamed out his venom
from this side of the Chamber to the Min-
isters for the manner in which the unem-
ployed were being treated. I recall the
then member for East Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) in cold and sarcastic tones taunt-
ing the then Attorney General, Mr. Davy,
one of the kindest-hearted men that ever
lived, with alleged want of sympathy for
the unemployed, and with not possessing
any of the milk of human kindness. The
present Government, therefore, cannot com-
plain of any attacks made on them for
not improving the lot of unemployed or
sustenance men.

The Minister for Lands: We have im-
proved it.

Mr. PATRICK: But not to anything like
the extent to which the finances of the
country have improved. I presume the ex-
Premier represented the views of the Gov-
ernment when he cabled to the Agent Gen-
eral in London that things in this State
were back to normal.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
not think he was referring more particu-
larly to the mining industry?

Hon. C- G. Lathami: He did not say so.
Mr. PATRICK: I do not think the ex-

Premier referred to any particular in-
dustry, because he wvent on to specify th0
various industries of the State. Now con-
sider the position of the agricultural in-
dustry alone. Our acreage under crop was
down over 13/4 million acres from our peak
period. It still seems to he on the decline;
though, as one hon. member has pointed
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-out.- the cropped areas inl somne of the other
States have increased. Of course we know
the position in which our agricultural in-
dustry finds itself. The other night the
3Iinister for Lands quoted certain figures.
I do not know whether he sleeps on those
figures, but this is about the tenth time
since I have been in the House that he
-has pulled out a sheet from a drawer of
his desk and quoted the amounts of money
awing by the farmers of the State. If that
prove-s anything, it proves the deplorable
position into which the industry has fallen.
There have been certain forms of relief.
A Rural Relief Act "'as passed last session,
anl I believe that measure is doingp con-
siderable good. In fact, a month or so
ago I had a letter from a inan ending up,
"Thank God for the Rural Relief Act!"
So presumably the Act has considerably
eased his particular ease. In mny opinion,
'however, numerous amendments to the
measure are required.

The 'Minister for Lands: There has not
been one single request from a farmer for
ameondmnent of the Act.

Mr. PATRICK: There have been nunier-
ous requests. Reference has already been
made to the position of secured creditors
as compared with unsecured. One of the
anomalies to be found in the Act is that a
securedl creditor can come along and, be-
cause he represents a majority of the debts,
compel. the unsecured creditors to aceept
any conipositioii which he likes to demand.*

The Mijisqter for Lands: Aetually, that
has never happened.

Mr. PATRICK: It does not matter
whether that has or has not ever happened.
The provision is there, and probably has
become operative in the case of the Agri-
cultural Bank. The, amendment which T
consider to be required is that if the secured
creditor is aIlloe at vote, he should be
only allowed the vole according to the
amount which hie is prepared to write off
his debt. That amount written-down would
then be in the same position as the unsecured
debts. It is hardly a fair proposition that
the secured creditor should be allowed to
write down other people's debts. Further,
in regard to the secured creditor-and I
'know the Minister will say this also has
never operated-f consider that a good
amendment would be to copy the provi~sion
of the 'Victorian Act whereby if no arrange-

ment canl be coinse to, debts can be suspended
for five years, and a valuation can be made
at the end of the five years and then there
canl be a compulsory writing-down if neces-
sary.

The Deputy Premier: Whby did you not
put that provisioni into the Farmers' Debts
Adjustment Act'

Mr. PATRICK: We have gained. by ex-
peLrince, and the Victorian Act represents
part of that experience.

Hlon. C. (1. Lathamn The Deputy Premier
k-nows why that wai not done.

Mr- PATRICK: The Deputy Preia
mnay say that there have not been any sus-
penisions under' that Act, hut-

The Deputy Premier: Why your own
Pereral Government-

The Dl UTT SPEAKER: Order!
Mr'. PATRICK: I cannot hear what the

Dieputty Premuier says. I cannot hear his
muminblinig. It is very dillimilt to hear him
at ally time, and I do not intend to take too,
Mutch notice of Is intcrjections.

The DEPUTY SPEA-KER: Don't take
!Il-110C noieOF them tit all,. butt address the
Chiair.

M1r. PATRIjCK: Inl Victoria the sertions
of their Act, to which I have referred, ac-t
as at sort of whlip to the creditors, and there
have lbeen only two instances of suspensions
because rather than wait for five years, the
secured creditors have agreed to a writng
down. Another advan1tage Of the applica-
tion of the Victorian Act is in regard to the-
decentrahisation scheme, which makes it pos-
sible actually to hold conferences and do the
writing down inl the country districts. We
have a siilar pI'ovision in our Act, but
mlostily it has been a dead letter. When
I was in Melbourne I noticed from a report
in one of the newspapers that in one district
debts representing £84,000 had been can-
celled or reduced to £8,000, and secured
debts had been adjusted and renewed for
fire years at lower rates of interest. That
was a very' valuable concession. Of couirse,
thme debt position is one of the great diffi-
cuilties confronting the fanner to-day. As
the members of the Federal Royal Commis-
sion stalted in their report on the wheat
in dustry-

Overshadowing all other factors whlich inl.
fluenee the economic strengthi of the industry
stands the debt structure, the readjustmenut of
which is unavoidable.

They laid down the balsis onl which valua-
tions should be made, and f think sonic such

3ul
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basis should be embodied in our Act. The
Agricultural Bank authorities refuse to dis-
close the basis on which they arc writing
down securities, and we should provide the
Commissioners with the definite basis for
writing down as proposed by the Federal
Royal Commission. Of course, people may
say that the prices of commodities have gone.
up. Although wheat is temporarily on the
rise, there is certainly no prospect, so far as
one can see, unless the international policy
is altered, of those higher prices con-
tinuing. The Deputy Premier has talked
about the tremendous losses made by the
State during the depression, hut the State
w-as not alone in, that respect. Man 'y public
companies found it necessary to apply to
the Supreme Court to have their. capital
written down. I would instance Millars'
Timber and Trading Coy. There were other
companies too, indicating that, owing to the
depression, they hiave lost a considerable
amount of cap~itnl. There is no reason whvly
the debts in the farming industry should- not
be written down likewise so as to place the
industry on a sound foundation. As I re-
marked on the previous occasion, probably
the only companies whose capital was not
written down during the period of the de-
pression were those associated with brew-
eries. The reason for that is that those coin-
panics deal in a. commodity that has an
appeal at all timies, ev,%en in the most de-
pressed periods. With regard to group
settlements, the Deputy Speaker interjected,
when the Leader of the Opposition was
speaking, to the effect that the Government
had nothing whatever to (10 with the groups
ais they-. had been handed over to the Coin-
mnissioners of the Agricultural Bank and
therefore the Administration had no inten-
tion of interfering with the law. The Gov-
ernmnent have not always. been consistent in
that regard. La1st year, wheni there was a
strike on the goldfields, I remeniber that the
Government definitely interfered with the
laws of the State, and T should like to read
to the Deputy Premier a little homily de-
livered by the President of the Arbitration
Court because it has special application to
the GorernnienL. Just before the court
closed down at the end of last year the
president niade the following statement:-

The future of the industrial arbitration de-
pends very largely on. the psychological atti-
tude to offences against arbitratina courts.
When and as soon as an offecte against rrbi-
tration. law is regarded the same as an offence
against other laws of the community, arbitra-

tion will be the full success that wve hope tt to
be. But while there is an attitude of mnind
that strikes and similar offenciza are not of
the same kind or degree as offoeces against
other laws, such as stealing, driving a motor
car to the danger of the puclic, and so forth,
to use some few homely iI'ustrations, then we
will not have the full benleft of our arbitration,
system. The time may eonr-, I. believe and am
hopieful, when people will look upon a strike
against an award or a s rioun stoppage of
work as being just as grave an offence agains.
the community as other offences that are pun-
ished with all the forces of the community be-
hind the punishment.

In that instance, the Government put all the
force of the community behind the strikers,
who were breaking one of the laws of the,
State. While I amn dealin g with this matter,
I may also give sonic further comments by
the President of the Arbitration Court be-
cause they were rather illuminating. He
sa id-

I do not think we would have had an inaus-
picious opening of the year (1935) if the
workers had properly understood the attitude of
the court, and the meaning of the award. The
main complaint about it was that they could
not understand the meaning of the award. I
desire to say here and 31ow that that assertion
had no ground of fact to support it, because,
the clause (hours) that they said they could
net understand was a clause that had been
drafted by themselves, It wag not a clause
that had heeni drafted by the court. All that
the court did was to adopt it.

So that merely made the offence of the
Government so much worse. I do not in-
tend to say very much about group settle-
mieat matters. I consider not only the pre-
sent Government, bitt previous Governments
have not been entirely free fronm blame re-
garding the cost of the scheme. The Deputy
Premier seems to think that the whole blamne
is to be put ORt the shoulders of the Premier
of the State who initiated the scheme. I used
to read closely the reports in the Press deal-
ing with this matter. I did not believe in
the group settlement scheme when it was
inaugurated, but I know that the Labour
Minister whbo followed Sir James Mitchell,
whbo initiated the scheme was even more en-
thusiastic than the originator regarding the
success of the project. He proved that by
the money that wvas spent during the yean-

lewas in offie. All the money spent on
group settlements was not entirely in the
interests of the settlers. I remember coming
to Perth shortly after the scheme had been
inaugurated, the object of my visit being
to secure some horses on behalf of a road
board. I was informed it was impossible
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to purchase horses because the dealers in
Perth were all making fortunes by selling
-the animals to the Government at huge
prices, for the use of group settlers.
We know that large sums of money were
made-that is comimon information that cail
be obtained anywhere-bv people putting
inferior cattle onl the g-roups. In fact, some
of those people used to buy the cattle back
when they were poor, fatten them, and resell
them to tile ,roup~ies at very high figures.
The whole basis of this schemle was wrong
Since the groupies were acting under Gov-
erment instructors, the thing was practie-
ally a State indlustry. . The settlers were not
allowed to show anl)' initiative. Probably,
judging from sonic of the instructors sent
down, a great deal of the los~es were mnade
through the i nstruct ions that were given.
When the Leader of thle Opposition was
speadng, hie referred to the fact that the
Agricultural Bank Conmmissioners should go0
down amiong thle groupies, and I am pleased
to see that sinrce lie mnade that speech one
of the Conminissioners has gone there to make
investigations. I 1iope lie will learn some-
thing from those i nvestiga tions heenuse,
there is no doubt there -is a lot to he learnt.
If we are to take die figties read by the
member for -Nelson front the report of thle
Agricultural Batik Commissioniers as to thle
classification of the men on thre groups, it

icertain that, in at few Years' timtie, there
.arec not going to be a great many of them
left. During- the last session of. Par'! macal
I referred to the distribution of Federal
relief morse whnich, at that time, wats
£6137,000. That was given for cropm fa ilure.
and I expressed thie opinion that the money
was not spent for the purpose for which
it was given, but was mostly distributed
ainong-. the far'mers of the State for sus-
tenance not particular]ly for crop1 failure.
but for farmers wln'i'cquir-ed smisterirn e.
S'inee then I ]lave seen sonic figures which
w~ere not then available, and I should like
to quote them. First I should like to quote
the averages of thle crops in that Year in
the districts served lwv the Gcraldtcn braneh
of the Agrieultui'al Bank. In 1934, the crop
Averagres were, Northampton 4.8 bushels
(thre prcvious two years, 12.8 bushels).
Othrci' Tires are :-Uppcr Chapman,
4.2 (13.1); Mullewa, 5.6 (13.5): Gcr-
aldton, 3.5 (11.8); Irwvin and Minge-
new, 5.6 (14.5). That gives some idea
of the treniendous disaster that struck that

portion of the State. in regard to tile dis-
tribution of thle relie nmey, I took the
trouble to look up the statistics relating to
other ports of the State, and noted thle aver-
age crops there. The position in the Ger-
aldton district was 'hat 695 farmers received
£24,700, and in the IKununoppin district
046 farmers, or .50 farmers less, received
J.25,600, of £1,000 more. So that even from
tile sustenance point 'of view this money
was not allocated oil zuniform basis. What
I would like to know is, was not portion of
I his mane3' used in the 17u n ioppin district,
riot onl account of the loss of the previous
harvest, Ibut onl account of the vet)- dtry
eon ditins that confronted the farmers at
seeding- time in the following year! I1,
regard to the marketing of our products,
even, as I have stated before, if the farming
ndustr'*v is put n a sound basis, it is g-oing

to get into a simila, ly difficult position if
we have no guarantee of profitable prices.
and a readjustment of Australian prices
is is necessary as a readjustment of debts.
Farmers of this country are not responsible
for what is called the present settled poicy
of the Commnonwealth. We have always
agitated for a reduiction of the tariff, with
the idea of placing the farming industry
and the secondary industries on the same
basis, in which case v-e consider that with
the reduction of cost there would be no need
for any special Australian prices for
farmers. But now we have despaired
of g-etting- any tariff reduction and
have decided to fall into line and try to get
un AULstralianl price for our products, just
as there is an Australian price and an
artificial price for the products of the fac-
tories of the Conmmonwealth. In that eon-
necetion ire are not asking even as much a
somec of the primary industries in Australia
are getting. In a Queensland paper some
weeks ago, the Ariting Premvier-the Pre.-
Inier, Mr. Forgan Smrith, was away at the
time--annouaced that the Sugar Board had
informed hint that the proportion of the
1935 suigar deemed to have been delivered
for human consuraption was .55.471 per cent.
of the production, and the value of the ex-
ported sugur was £7 18s. The home con-
sumption price was declared at £24 and the
average price to the grower £16 17s. per
ton. That is to say, the sugar grower in
Queensland is getting, a home consumaption
price of £24. The consumer is paying £24
so that the grower is able to get an
average price of £10 17s. per ton as against
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an export price of £7 38s. We ame
not claimiing as big a disproportion
ais that between the home and export
price, hut at the same time we are claiming
a price which wvill grive our producers a
chance of carrying onl. I should like also in
this connection to refer to what I consider
the extraordinary attitude of the Govern-
mnent in connection with what is known as
the James ease, the case in connection with
dried fruits. In the action taken, the Govr-
ernment were really' supporting a non-
unionist farmner whose interests were aio
being supported by the middlemen of Aus-
tralia. Just to show the benefit this legisla-
tion has heel) as regards dried fruits, the ex-
port of raisins has increased from 24,000
tons in 192,7 to 47,00)0 tons in 19.83, the
latest figures to hand: currants fronm 3,600
tonl, to 15,600 tons. One can understand the
attitude of the Premier of Tasmania because
after all hie is representing a State which is
not very much concerned, and at the same
time he gives reasons for his attitude. I
should like to quote what he said, as
followvs:

Marketing schemes which were affected by
the Privy Council's decision had as their de-
clared object the establishment of an artificial
home consumption price. A tax on any neces-
sary article was bad because it exacted a much
higher rate of taxation fron, the poor than tire
rich.

[The Speaker resumend the CIhair.]

Of course, that is at Round a rgumnt, if
everything is onl the same basis. But it is
unsound, because the poor as well as the
rich have to pay artificial priles, for in-
stance, for their: clothing, in Australia, and
every other form of manufactured articles.
But it is not the. attitude which the Govern-
ment of this State are supposed to have
taken up, because not out-' the Federal bll
the State Labour Party are supposed to be
supporting a cmpulsory wheat pool. That
call onyI be brought into being bhavnuing, as
Mr. Ogivie said, a higher price for the Aus-
traillian consumer. 1 would like to know hlow
it is proposed to implement the compulsory
pool wi thoiut having some amendment of
Section 92 of the Federal Constitution. I
know that thle -Minister for Lands has oil
different occasions advocated an excise duty,
huat I also know that when anl excise dtyv
wsas imposed onl flour . it was verv bitterly
opposed hy the Trades ]fall in this State,
and every party of the Commnonwealth now
seems to he not game to taekle it. in regard

to this question, I should like to quote what
the ],abour- Premier of Queensland said-

The position in the James case struck a
blow at organised marketing, and it. Cooper-
ative efforts of farmers throughout the Comn-
rnonwealth. If the Constitution were not
amended, farmers would be left at the mercy
of speculators who might not even be Austra,
lian citizens.

Mr. Balcoek, Mlinister for Agricul-
ture, stated that the decision of the
Priv ,y Couneil wvas a triumph for the middle
W111 flit a triumph which might be only
sustained at the expense of the producer.
\Pet it is claimed that, for constitutional
reasons, the (iovernmuent of WVestern Airs-
tralia was apparently trapped by Mr.
Ogilvie into assisting to defend the James
case before the Privy Council.

The Deputy Premier: You are wrong.
Ar. PATRICK: Mr. Ogilvie was reported

in the Press to have said that hie had called
on Mr. Collier and had convinced him of the
need to take tip the case. If I din wvrong, I
ain wrong throughI the Premier of Tasmania.
Section 02 of the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion Jprovides that trade and commerce
among the States, whether by mens of in-
ternal carriage or ocean navigation, shall be
absolutely free. Has that law been observed
by the States? We know that Qneensland
has managed to maintain wheat at a higher
price than that at which it could be delivered
from the neighbouring State of New South
Wales, and it has done that only by arti-
firial restrictions onl the free flow of the
wheat from New% South Wales into Queens-
land. Then we have the question of trans-
port, which is an interesting question, be-
cause it will probably be found, when tested],
to affect a great deal of State legis-
lation. Recently the Victorian Governmrlent
have refused to issue motor licenses to
residents of the Riverina, New South
WVales, because they do not wish those
people to cart their produce into Vic-
toria. I think that question is being tested
before the 'High Court, and I cannot see
how, inl view of Section 92, the Victoris4i
authorities ean prohibit growers in New
Soith Wales from delivering their produce
in Victoria i.f they pay the same license fees
as Victorian motor owners pay. In one of
our Western Australian Acts-this point
w-as quoted in the Federal Parliament-ap-
pears a section prohibiting the export of
petroleum found in the State for refinement
iii another State, except under license of
the -Minister. I think it is rather audacious
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far a 'Minister to claim that he can prohibit
-the sending of crude petroleum from this
State to be refined in another State. How
can he do that when Section 92 of the Con-
stitution states that trade, whether by means
of internal carriage or ocean navigation,
,,hall be absolutely free?

Hon, C. G. Latham: They want to say
that when it suits them.

Mr. PATR ICK: I am not one who is keen
on altering, the Commonwealth Constitution,
but I should like to see a little consistency
among Labour supporters, not only in this
State, but in the Federal Parliament. I
'notice that the Federal Labour Opposition
ae very silent on the question, and it is
about time they made a pronouncement as
to whether they favour amendingJ Section
92, or protecting the marketing legislation
of the Common wealth hy oxrise duties or
by some other means.

Mr. Needham: ]lav-e a look at the Labour
Party's p)latforml.

Mr. PATRIC'[-: The Labour policy has
always been in the direction of unification.
Regarding Section 92, an two occasions the
Federal Labour Government put a referen-
,dum to the people embracing a question
-which would have abolished that section s0
far as the Commnonatweal th Government were
concerned. In the referendum put by the
Fisher Government in 1q11, it was proposed
to take Commonwealth powers over trade
and commerce without limitation. Nothing
'Could he clearer than that. The extraordin-
:ary fact is that the referendum was defeated
in every State except 'Western Australia.
'This, the secession State, was the only one
that carried that particular referendumn. Mfr.
Fisher was not satisfied with the decision,
and two years later he put the same question
again. Onl that occasion Western Australia,
South Australia-another State at present
objecting to any alteration of the Constitn-
tion-and QJueensland voted in favour of it.
One wonders what was the attitude on that
occasion to those referenda of the mnembers
supporting thle present State Government
who were then in politics. Were they op-
posing the proposals on that occasion, just
as they are pretending to be adopting an
;attitude of opposition to-day by taking the
ecase to LondonT We are opposing an alter-
ation of tile Constitution which would give
,extraordinary power to the Corm nwealth,
though we might support an alteration to
give limited power in regard to marketing.
MY complaint about polities in this country,

especially in the Federal arena, is that the
diffeient referenda have been merely the
sport of the different political parties in the
Comnmon weal th Parliament. On the same
occasionus in those two years, Mr. Fisher also
proposed to takie Commonwealth power over
labour and employment, including wages and
conditions of labour and settlement of in-
dustrial dis~putes generally. He proposed
to take that power entirely from the States,
and onl that occasion the proposal was bit-
terly opposed by thle then Opposition party
in thle Federal 1'arliamaeat, and was defeated.
Not so mnany years ago, -Mr. Bruce, then
Primie Mlinister, put e xactly thle same ques-
tion to the electors of the Commonwealth ,
and11 it was bitterly opposed by the then Fed-
eral Labour Opposition. Where do we

stad n egad o hee different referenda?

I say they are merely the playthings of the
different parties iii thle Federal Parlianient.

Mt. -Needh am: At that time 'Mr. Bruce
wanted to abolish arbitration altogether.

Mr. PATRICK:- He did not want to take
anything like the powers that Mr, Fisher
desired. Let me repeat them for the in-
formation of the member for Perth-Com-
monwealth power over labour and employ-
ment, including wages and conditions of
labour and settlement of industrial disputes
generally.As the bon. member knows, the
Commonwealth have only limited power at
present, namely, where a1 dispute extends
beyond the boundaries of one State.

Mr. 'Needhanii: I am aware of that.
Mr. PATRICK: I consider that it is

time, in the interests of Australia, that
leaders of the Government and of the Op-
position met and agreed upon an amendment
necessary to preserve our present legislation
-and put the primary industries on a basis
similar to that enjoyed by the secondary in-
dustries, That is vital to thle producers. Instead
of one side in the Federal Parliament wait-
ing- to see wvhat the other side will do, they
should act together. There is no doubt if
the Government side couild agree with the
Opposition side to limited alterations in
thle Constitution, they would be carried.
Under present conditions there is no hope
of that being done. There is another mat-
ter about which I desire to speak, namely
decentralisation. As pointed oat by the
member for Albany (Mr. Hill), the out-
ports of this State are getting a very bad
deal as opposed to the port of Fremantle.
It mar interest the member for Fremantle

3G.'i
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(Mr. Sleeman) to know that the trade of
the port of Frenmantle for the year enided
the 30th June last wvas almost as big as
at the peak period of Western Australia.
The port of Geraldton, however, making a
similar comparison, has only a quarter of
the trade that it had.

Mr. Sleeman: I do not know hoxv you
miake that out.

Mr. PATRICK: The exports and imports
at the port of Fremantle are practically
hack to what they were at the peak period.
Why not, as a Government policy, encour-
age trade at the outports? Why drag ar-
senic 720 miles by rail, which is the dis-
tance from Fremantle to Wiluna, as against
the 440 miles which is the distance fromt
Creraldton to Wilua? There are com-
plaints that shipping cannot be induced
to go to Geraldton. Ships will not call there
if they cannot get back-loading. I have
quoted an instance in which a certain
amount of backloading could have been ob-
tamned. What the people of Geraldton and
the surrounding districts, including the
producers, are asking is that there should
be a zone system by which the port of
Geraldton will get its just dues. In his
annual report the Commissioner of Railways
says that it would be impossible under a
system of zone freights to discriminate be-
twveen goods arrived by sea and goods con-
veyed by rail over a private ,-ailwa 'v.
That is quite t-orrcet. We hear- :a lot
.about co-ordination. Why not have
co-ordiniation of seat and rail traffie?
I think it wvas during the James Govern-
ment that a small steamer called the ''Julia,
Percy" was subsidised to run fromt Fre-
mantle to Geraldtoni in order that the lat-
ter port might get a fair proportion of the
shipping trade. When I was on the Mie-
chison, if anyone ordered goods there they
could get a through bill from Fremantle
direct to Cue, without going through the
form of paying rail freight and steamer
freight together. They were given a straight
freight right through. The railways hall-
died the goods on to the train and th con-
signees were given a through freight to
Cue from Perth.

The Deputy Premier: There are port-to-
port freights over the railways now.

Mr. PATRICK: Those goods were sent
from Fremantle to Geraldton, and then
railed to Cute as one transaction. N person

in Cute mecrely ordered the goods and paid
the through freight, and the railways did
all the handling. That was in the days of
private companies. We arc in a better-
position now with our State steamers and
another steamer coming along. There is
no reason why there should not be a cer-
tain amount of co-ordination between the
railways and the State steamers so that a
reasonable through freight could be quoted.

Mr-. Rodoreda: That is done in a small
way now.

Mr. PATRICK: I wish to show some of
the disabilities that Geraldton as a port is
labouring under with respect to through
hills of lading on goods from the Eastern
States with transhipmuent at Fremantle. The
transhipping charge is 9s. 9d., made up as
follows:-Wharfage at Fremantle, is. plus
20 per cent., Is. ad.; handling inwards, 3s.;
handling outwvards, 3s.; eartage roin shed
to shed, 2s. Gd. If there is any storage
whilst the goods are awaiting tranship-
ment, a charge is added to the through
freight. The storage charge is 6d. per ton,
plus 20 per cent., per week. Steamer freight
on general cargo is paid according to the
cubic measurement, whilst rail freight is
charged on the dead weight. To obtain a
fair coimparison, the State Shipping De-
pa rtment coni putes one-sixth additional to
cubic measurement. If this basis he ac-
cepted as correct, the charges on the tran-
shipment of general cargo would be as fol-
lows :-Steamer freight Fremantle to Ger-
aldton, 18s. per ton; transhipping charges,
9Oq. 9d., probable storago charge at Freman-
tie, is. plus 20 11cr cent, is. Md.; additional
freight to pla~ce onl dead weight basis. 4..
[Odl.; Marine in1surance, 2 s.; total 33sg. 1O. As
the difference in Class ''C"' rates from Fre-
mantle and Geraldton to Wiluna is 35s.
2d. per ton, it will be seen that
Oeraldton, with transhipment cargo, can-
not possibly expect to get M~urchison trade.
rt i.s more expensive to send goods by sea
freight to Geraldton and to rail them en,
I han to rail them direct from Fremantle,
It should he the policy of the Government to
discourage that sort of. thing, and see that
I he outports get tliei r just dues. We are told
that high freights at Fremiantle have to he
charged to niiik up for losses at the out-
ports. It will be seen that these high rates
at Fremnitle ause a loss of trade to thle
outpori 5. Ibechise in the transhipment the
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rate is highier tha n the through rate by rail.
It is not only in matters of that kind that
the State polie ' is absolutely wrong. I
wouldl instance the Education Department
and country schools. I opened a new school
on the Wongan line about 18 months ago.
The building is a nice one, but as to the
furniture, it appeared to have been dragged
out of some old store in Perth. It was dis-
graceful to lplac suchl furniture in that nie%%
building. For the same class of scholars
and thea same class of school, it does not
matter whether the schools arc big or little,
there should be a uniforru class of furni-
ture. I should like the -Minister for Educa-
tion to collect tile furniture from all the
little country schools and place it in the
new East Perth school, and see what a howl
there would lie from the public. Children
in the country are entitled to the same class
of desk as the children in the town schools.

Hon. C. (11. Latham: More so, becnse
they have to wvalk further.

-Mr. PATRICK: A. lot of reference "as
been made to the expenditure on trolley
buses at Claremont. That is an economic
waste, especially in these times. It seems
to mc a sort of comic opera lbusiness. On
one day the Government are tearing up
tranilinies onl part of the road and on another
putting thenm down in another part. They
now propose to pull up the tramnlines and
instal a different sort of transport.

ll. C. G. Latham: Because thley have
been instructed by the 'framways Union to
do so.

Mr. PATRICK; The member for Fre-
mantle (Mr. Sicemian) might well say that
this mniley ought to be spent in erecting a
new bridge at Fremnantle. I can show% him
another method by which that mone- c an he
much better employed, and that is in
the construction Of a railway from
Yuna to Dartmoor, a line authorised
by Parliament not long ago. In fact, the
materials for that railway are on the spot.
I think the member for Tilg~arn-Coolgalrdie
(Mr. Lambert) knows something about those
rails. I see no reason whyv the work should
not jproceed. Now I wish to (quote a few fig-
ures concerning the land there, f lie itiost
northerly settlement in the State. In 1934
when the average of the northern districts
was only between four and five bushlsl owing
to drought conditions, Wandalint 30 miles
north of Yuua. averaged 10.3 bushels; aud
the whole of that wheat was sold withoud

dockage. Last year, when the rainfall north
of Yuna was the lowest since 1904, and when
there was moreover considerable damage
done by emnus, the average was 9.15 bushels,
or more than the State average, and three
varieties of the wheat wvent over 65 lbs.
per bushel.

Member: What was the total production?
Mr. PATRICK: I cannot give that in-

formation, but it has nothing whatever to do
with the argument, because the farmers
there are at present a long way from a rail-
way. The figures I have quoted show the
soundness of country which produces such
averages in bad seasons, and tremendously
high averages in normal seasons. As
pointed out previously, this is country
verr close to aport. Had there been
More (decentralisation in past years,
possibly that country would have been
served by' a railway long ago. As re-
gardls bulk handling, the Royal Commis-
sioners in their report said it was impera-
tive for an tip-to-date, orthodox ter-
intal silo of 1,500,000 bushels' capacity to

be erected at Fremantle as soon as possible,
and to be controlled by the Harbour Trust.
For Geraldton the Royal Commissioners
recommended a silo of 500,000 bushels' capa-
city, to be controlled by the Railway De-
partment. There wvas no reason at all why
the company should not have been allowed
to put in a complete scheme, terminals and
all. The Minister, when introducing the
measure, objected to that, and insisted that
the Government should provide the ter-
minals. T want to know whyv the Govern-
roent have not provided them, and appar-
ently are not proposing to provide thezn4
seeing that, according to the Royal Com-
mission's report, they are vital to the suc-
cess of the scheme. I repeat, there is no
reason why the company should not have
put in a complete scheme. In Canada the
farmers, who own most of the pooling faci-
lities, own terminals and all, loading
right into the vessels. It is also interestin~g
to note that Victoria proposes to go in for
a scheme of bulk handling, not handling
any more wheat than the scheme here, hut
at a total cost of £1,750,000. The whole
,scheme here ik to vcst £7.50.000, with ortho-
dox termuinal, at the port. Another thing- f
wish to bring uinder notice rMates to
freights onl the Mlidland Railway. This:
mnatter has been brought ipl hvre on
past occasions by the member for Irwin-
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Moore (Ron. P. D. Ferguson). Undoubtedly
the settlers concerned have a well-foundedl
grievane.'The Transport Board, upon being
brought into being, made a kind of arrange-
ment, I take it, with the Stale railways that
if motor transport was cut out, -railway
freights would be reduced to a certain ex-
tent. That was done. Our Government rail-
ways have made the following alterations,
which have not been adopted by the Midland
Railway Company:-

Wool reduced by 20 per cent. from 1-5-1932.
Third-class rate abolished 1-7-1934, and com-

modities reduced to second-class.
Difference-J.00 miles 18s. 4d. per ton; 200

miles 28s. 10d. per ton.
Second-class rate reclassified, and bulk of

Items redued to first-class from 1-3-1931.
Differenee-I00 miles 13s. 9d. per ton, 200

miles 24s. 3d. per ton.
First-class, certain commodities, principally

storekeepers' lines such as sugar, jams, gal-
vanised iron, and hardware, in one-ton lots,
reduced to ''C'' class.

Differenee-100 mniles 13s. 6d. per ton; 200
miles 28s. 5d. per ton.

I consider that it the Midland Railway
Company arc to get the benefit of the
-elimination of motor transport, they should
be prepared to adopt the same redactions
as have been made by the State railways.
Private railwvays in other countries have to
face much fiercer competition than that eni-
-countered by any railway system in Aus-
tralia. For example, in the United States
of America a motor vehicle costs less than
one-third of the price it costs in Austra-
lia, and fuel in America also costs less than
one-third of the price here. Thus we can
-understand that unrestricted motor conipe-
-tition is fierce competition for railway sys-
tems to meet. In this State we protect
-the railways absolutely from motor coin-
petition, and therefore the Midland Rail-
-way Company should be prepared to give
at least the same concessions as have been
made by the Government railways. The
-member for Irwin-Moore has referred t-
the difference in freight on bulk wheat--
Is. 6d. per ton extra as against 9id. In
-my opinion the whole position of the
'agreement between the State and the Mid-
land Railway Company should be re-exam-
3ined to ascertain -whether something can-
not be done in this matter.

Mr. Rodoreda: Of course you uphold
private enterprise all the time.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes. Let us have free
,competition, and let the better service win.

In spite of the reductions which have been
made, the State railways have gained con-
siderably from the elimination of motor
transport. Unquestionably the Midland
Railway Company should be prepared to
make similar concessions to the settlers
along their line. Next I come to at question
which may interest the Minister for Agri-
culture-the question of vermin eradica-
tion. We have various forms of pests, but
I think the -Minister does not realise the
danger of one formi-the cmnu pest. In
reply to communications miade as the re-
sult of meetings held in the northern dis-
tricts the Minister said-

....prior to the receipt (of a telegraun)
....it had been decided to again provide:

funds to permit of is. being paid f or every
cmu killed from 1st August uintil 30th Octo-
ber. 1936. It is noted that you advocate !a
2s. 6id. bonus, but I wish to point out that last
year, when is. bonus was paid, claims
were paid on. 56,204 emuns. In my
opinion this is ample evideace that the
amount granted offered sufficient inducement
to bunters and others to devote some time to
the destruction of these birds There is also no
doubt that the time given to this work was re-
munerative, as I am aware of one mnan wlni
averaged £10 a wcek over a% period of six
weeks.
That sounds all very nice, but the state-
ment is not exactly correct. Large num-
Ibers of those emits were killed on the other
side of the rabbit-proof fence in such a
weak condition that, in fact, hundreds of
theta were knocked over wvith sticks by
children attending the Ajana State school.
Probably a large proportion of that 56.000
was Secured in that manner. T would bQ
game to invite the MAinister to visit Mr.
MeCallun Smith's property at Pindawa and
see how many pounds a week hie could earn
with the rifle at Is. per bead. On a property
in which I am concerned, we employed a
man for several months last year in an
enideavour to keep the enmus out of the crop.
We supplied him with a, rifle and arrnmu-
nition, and paid him well. Although -he sue-
veeded in keeping the emus out to a great
extent, he did not sec-ure too many heads.
although they were -to he his property. I
do not think the Minister quite realises how
h-ad this pest really is. I. noticed recently
a statement made by Mir. Steele, chairman
of the M-ulle-wa Road Board,' who is well
known to the Deputy Premier. The state-
mient included the followig:-

In the Mullen-a district one farmer alone had
5,000 emus running on his property. The Gov-
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erawient should realise that the emu pest was
not the outcome of neglect on the part of
farmers, but was an invasion of the district.
He did not think the Government realised the
seriousness of the position.

Mr. Rodoreda: IVhat was the area of that
farm?

Mir. PATRICK: I do not know. The
ehainnan of the Mullewa Road Board is of
the same ntationality as the member for
Collie (Air. Wilson), and he is a pretty re-
liable man. The emu pest differs from other
posts. It has been caused by the drought
in the Murchison and, as Mir. Steele pointed
out, the cous had really invaded the farm-
ing districts. I believe that if the pest were
taken in hand properly, it could be com-
pletely wiped out. Tt is not a pest like the
dingo or the fox that will go on for all
time, and therefore, from an economic point
of view, I believe it would pay the State
to eradicate the emuis completely. I read
a statement to the effect that in one
district affected by the emiu pest, 50,000
bags of wheat that had ripened had not
bee,, harvested owing to the depredations
of the pest. That is an economic loss to the
State not only' from the railway point of
view from from other aspects as well. Re-
ferenee has also been miade to the lowering
of the rate of the bonus on foxes. I do not
know whether the Minister has a wrong
point of view on that matter, or if sonie
other gentleman has, bin the Minister stated
that the board dealing with this particular
matter- had recommnended cutting out the
bonus altogether. 'Mr. Teasdale, wvho is a
member of that board or conmmittee. stated
publicly that their recommendation was that,
owring to the shortage of funds, the rate
should he reduced to 4s., but that they had
made no recommendation to cut out the
bonus altogether. I should lie that matter
cleared up so that we may know exactly
how the position stands, by tabling the
papers.

The Minister for Agrimimlturc : Youi will
ask for the papers7

Hon. C. G. Latham: I asked for the
pape'n to-day.

Mr. PATRICK: I hop,- the -Minister wvill
place the papers on the Table without the
necessity for a formal miotion. While I
do not entirely favour the widened tas as
.suggested by the member for Irwin-Moore
(Hon. P. D. Ferguson), who proposed that
an additional tax should be placed on all
holdings under 161) acres in extent, there

is no reason why one farthing in the pound
on land values should not be taken from the
land tax in respect of all holdings under
160 acres and adde-d to the amount avail-
able for the bonus. I wish to put the Miais-
ter for Agriculture right in respect to an-
other matter relating to land settlemeut.
We have heard a lot about losses on land
settlement5 and the Minister for Agricul-
ture, when speaking the other night, said-

The fact is that an anti-Labour Government
did initiate the Esperanee settlemenft, which
was saved from complete disaster by Mr. Troy
who reconstructed the whole area.

That statement is entirely incorrect.
The MNinister for Agriculture: Why not

quote the whole of my statement 7
Mfr. PATRICK: I will quote nn extract

from "Hansard" of remarks made in 1914.
The Mfinister for Agtriculture: That has

ncthing to do with the point.
Mr. PATRICK: It has a bearing on the

Minister's statement regarding the initiation
of the ESPeranee sottjerent.

The Minister for Agriculture: My stete-
meut was in reply to what the Leader of
the Opposition had said.

Mr. PATRICK: I will give a quotation
from the remarks of the then Minister for
Works (Ron. IV. C. Angwin) when moving
the second reading of the Esperance North-
wards Railway Bill in 1914.

The Minister for Agriculture: That has
nothing to do with the point.

Mr. PATRICK: According to the report
in the "West Autala, the comment was
to the effect that the anti-Labour Govern-
macat were responsible for the Esperane
land settlement, and 1 want to tie the Afin-
ister down to that. In myx opinion the settle-
ment originated on account of an agitation
in the eastern goldfields district.

Member: Sir John Kirwan wvas respon-
sible.

Mr. PATRICK: He had a lot to do with:
it. A Bill for the construction of the rail-
way was introduced on three different occa-
sions, and thrown out. Then some brilliant
individual conceived the idea of opening up
the country for wheat growing and so>
secured the construction of a railway from
that angle. Sir John Kirwan and other resi-
dents of the goldfields wvere largely responm-
sible for inducing settlers to go on the land.
However, Mfr. Angwin. when moving, the
second readiing of the Bill said-

There wns some objection to the proposal
when the Bill was first introduced]. It was eqi-
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tended that the country which the railway
would serve was not suitable for wheatgrow-
lag, and it was also urged that the land would
not bold water.

Later on Mir. Angwin said-
It has been conclusively proved that the land

is suitable for wheatgrowing, and I have a
high authority for that statement, the cham-
pion of the Country Party, Mr. Sutton-

I do not know why Mfr. Sutton 'Va, referred
to as the champion of the Country Party-
-while with regard to the land holding
water, my authority is none other than Mr.
Canning, who knows every inch of the land.
In addition we have the proof of damns already
constructed which have been holding wvater for
some time.

Ile went onl to quote the remarks of Mr.
Brown, one of thie surveyors, as reported by
Mr. Canning, ats follows:-

Mr. Brown is convinced, however, as I alit

that in ordinary seasons and with the advent
of railway facilities, the Crown has !in the
Esperanee district one of the largest belts of
uniformly good wheat lands existing in this
State.

The IMinister for Works wvent on to say-
This is in a district which Air. Paterson was

of opinion would not grow wheat. The position
there has been that owing to the want of pro.
per railway facilities this land has not been
cultivated in the manner it would have been'
if those facilities had been provided.

The Minister for 'Works went on ias fol-
lows:-

Acting for the Minister for Lands, who was
out of the State, I visited Kalgoorlie to dis-
cuss this question, and it was agreed that
the Government should purchase thn wheat
delivered at a certain spot on the maqin road
at a price, in order to carry out the wvishes of
the manager of the Agricultural Bank who de-
sired that the area should be tested. It has
been tested, and not found wanting.

Honl. Frank Wilson: How much wheat hare
you carried?

The Minister for Works: On coming back
from Kalgoorlie I sent to Air. Sutton and sug-
gested that he should visit this area and re-
port Upon it. He replied that he haed been
through the district. His report "as never
brought before hon. members or the public per
medium of the Press, as Mr. Paterson's re-
port was.

The 'Minister for \Vor-s w-ent on to applaud
Mr. Sutton's high abilities, and said a little
Iater that he would allow members to dec ide
who was the better expert, the Leader of the
Opposition or IMr. Sutton. A little later the
Hurt. J. Mitchell asked how much wheat
would be grown at Esperanice, and the Min-
ister for Mines said 'more than canl be
-grown in some of the districts you settled."

The Minister for Mines: And, bad as
Esperance has proved, that statement is still
true to-day.

ll. 1. fl. Ferguson: With an average
of six bushels!

The Minister fox- Mines: Some of the ax-gas
settled by the lhon, gentlemian have not grown
three bushels.

Mr. PATRICK: By way of inducing some
of the members to vote for this railway this
is w~hat w~as put up to them:

The Minister for Works: The returns for
the State compiled by the Government Statis-
tician and published this month contain the
following:-''The estimated returns from the
Esperauce district are as follows:-Hay, 2,157
acres with estimated yield of 968 tons, as
against actual return of 2,403 acres for a
yield of 953 tons last year. Wheat, 2,014
acres with estimated yield of 11,805 bushels.
as against 1,574 acres for 6,551 bushels last
year. Oats, 114 acres with estimated return
of 816 bushels, as compared with actual yield
of 452 bushels from 41 acres last year.''

The Minister for- Works pointed out that
the aveinge for the previous six years had
been a little over six bushels. This was put
up -as at contention that the country could
grrow wheat. The ]Ion. Frank Wilson said
that had not been lprovcel conclusively, andi
lie asked was the Agricultural Bank ad-
vancing moneyv on tis land. The MHinister
for Mines interjected, ''The member for
'Northern prevented the Bank from ad-
vancing money on this land.'' This the lion.
J. Mitchell denied. The Minister for Works
wvent Onl to say it was necessary that every
portion of the State should hle developed,
y-et when there wvas at district coid a iningl
sonic of the best whecat-growing country in
Western Australia, members 'objected to
developing it as it should have been
developed years ago. And it is interesting
to note that in answer to a question by Mr-.
Green, the then member for Kalgoorlie, the
presenit nmember- for Guildford-M~idland
(H~on. AV. D. Johnson), when Minister for
Lands and Agiculture, endorsed all the re-
marks oif the then Minister for Works in
re~znrd to the suitability of this land for
xvheat-gronwing. Mr. Green's question to the
Mlinister for Lands% was as follows:-

1, Is the production of wheat in the Esper-
ance district this year more than sufficient to
meet the local requirements of the district?
O Will the Government be drawing upon the
surplus (if any) for the use of settlers who
are situated in less favoured portions of the
State? 3.- What will be the approximate sur-
plis (if any)?Y 4, Is it true that a compar-
atively immense, new area of agricultural land
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-North-East of Esperance has been classified
during thle year ending June, 1914? Hlow
-many miles e ast of Esperance (approximately)
does the new area extendl 6. Does this area
contain six times as much land as all the other
agricultural areasi, classified throughout the
entire State for the year? 7, Is it correct to
say that the new area is over 1,300 square
miles in extent, and that o'-er .510 square miles
arc reported as being first-class land?

And this was the answer given by the Min-
ister:

1., The latest report from Mr. Inspector.
White indicates that this is so. 2, This is not
yet decided. It depends upon the amount avail-
able in thle other parts of the State, anti the
cost of transport. 3, Mr. Inspector White esti-
mates that the surplus will be 5,600 bushelIs.
4, Yes. 5, Tile nearest poiat is about 21 miles
north-east from Esporanee, and it extends
easterly for about 80 miles, with an average
width of 16 miles. 6, Yes. 7, Yes.

it has been stated that this land was opened
up and tile scheme initiated by an anti-
Labour Government. In fairness to Sir
James Mitchell, I will quote some of the
remarks lie made respecting the question.
And here is one-

If we are going to open up Esperance at
the cost of half a million of money, how arc
we going to get a return on that half a ail-
lion of money?

He said also when he wvent to Esperane
there were only three men farming there,
and hie told the people that a line from Es.-
perance to Norsemean was not justified so far
as agricultural produce was concerned. Yet
there was no greater optimist iii regard to
agrriculture, even in those days, than was
the Hon. J. Mitchell. Then the hion. me1m-
ber said that hie hadl gone through the maillee
belt four years previously and that he
thought there was 30 miles, while Professor
Lowrie thought there was 20 miles, of
second-class wheat land. He said the land
was not nearly so good as much of the coun-
try that remained to he opened up in other
parts of the State.

The Minister for Mines: He criti ,ised
this partly on the score that wye were not
doing anything with it.

Mr. Marshall: It is getting towards
brawling tim~e; it is now near midnight.

MAr. PATRICK: The Eon. J. -Mitchell
said this-

To say that the previous Administration
are responsible for the settlement of these men
in the mallee country, in the Esperance district
is absolutely wrong. The present Govern-
ment not only did tbei, best to settle the
country, but made special conditions for the

men who went there. They carried seed and
fertiliser for them and undertook to buy their
crop at what it would be worth if the railways
were running through.

The Minister for Mines: There are men who
went downa there during your term of office.

flon. J. 'Mitchell: No't a man would have
gone doivn there after my visit if it had not
been for the action of the present Minister
and the "'Kalgoorlie Minler.''

The Premier: You would damn any coun-
try.

Hon. J1. 'Mitchell: There wvere these three
men down there when I went there. We were
not responsible for thle settlement of the coon-
t ry.

Then, in Conclusion, the I-To. J. Mitchell
hadl this to say-

Having seen tile land and visited the dis-
trict, and had an opportunity of discussing
thle possibilities of it with Professor Lowrie
and '.%r. Paterson and others who have visited
the place, I woarn lion, members that they will
be doing well to pause before recording their
votes in favour of this proposal.

S o there can be no doubt whatever about
who it was who initiated settlement in that
area. Mr. Collier, the then Minister for
Mines, when asked why- the Agricultural
B'ank would not advance money down there,
said it wvas because. thle railway was not
there. And no one can blame the lion. J.
Mitchell for having instructed the Bank to
make advances. Thke land had been settled
,and the railway built, and there is no doubt
I he settlers were promised Agricultural
Bank assistance whoa they wvent on the land.
So the Hon. J. Mitchell merely carried on
the policy of his predecessors.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They offered to buy
the settlers' wheat.

Mr. PATRICK: The Seaddan Govern-
mnrt advanced Inoije ' there to supp~ly
seed and super, anti to establish dumps
along thle road and deliver the
wheat exactly the same as if the railway
had been there. There is no escaping that
fact. A number of other questions I hope
to deal with on a future occasion, such as;
the question of country water supplies, which
are likely to present a very serious diffi-
culty during the coming summer. 1 shall
probably have an opportunity to deal with
that matter on the Estimates. I wish to
make a few remarks on a question dealt with
by the member for Irwin-,%oore (Hon. P.
D. Ferguson) hut from a different point of
view, and that is the question of the 40-hour
week. The hion. member dealt with the ques-
tion from the point of view of the peoplq
working on the farms, but we should give
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it serious consideration fronm the point of
view of increasing the costs of the men
working those farms. I have no objection
to meii working as few hours ais is possible
under our economic conditions, but I think
it would be entirely wrong if the 40-hour
week were given to the urban population
at the expense of the rural population. That
would he not only wrong but opposed to
comnmonsense.

Mr, Slecinan: Arc you opposed to the
40-hour week?

Air. PATRICK: I am iii favour of it if
members can show that it is not going to
add to the already high costs of the mian on
the land in the shape of increased railwa~y
freighits and so forth, If it is going to add
to those costs, then the people on the land
will have to he compensated by bonuses or
in soniC other -way for the additional cost.
It is only reasonable to conclude that if the
40-hour week is graiited to the railway cm-
ployces, there will he a rise in freigh ts to
make up for it. If freights and other
charges are to be increased, then the extra
cost should not fall upon the primary in-
dustries of the State. That would he op-
posed to cononsense. The peeople of
the State depend upon the primary
industries being carried on at reason-
able costs, and if the costs are miade
excessive, so as to drive more people
from the land, we shall have a 40-hour
weoek in sonic industries but inevitably fur-
ther unemployment. The member for North-
Fast Fremninle (M1r. Tonkin) spoke of the
machine age, but it is interesting to note
that there are compensating advan-
tages. Take the goldmining industry:
There is no doubt that wvith the improve-
ments ini machinery and methods. of treat-
mieat, we have added considerably to emi-
ployient in this State. We have not de-
creased umloyni3ent by adopting improved
methods.

Mr. Slceman : Should not machinery give
farmers. decreased hours ais well'?

Mr. PATRICK: Yes, butunotael

the position iii Australia is such that the
farmer is not able to get the advantage of
improved machinery. The people of Aus-
tralia have not allowed hini to do so, owing
to an artificial price having been fixed for
all. the commodities he buys, while he has
to face w'orld competition for all the coi-
inodities he sells.

MrY. Marshall: When the farmers pro-
duced 53,000,000 bushels of wheat, they
worked the samec hours as when they pro-
duced 23,000,000 bushels.

IMr. PATRICK: When they produced
53,000,000 bushels, they received is. Sd. a
bushel and the cost of production was 3s.
a bushel.

IMr. Marshall;: But they worked the samne
number Of hlours.

Mr. PATRICK: Members may have no-
ticed that the farmers in France have been
complaining because they were receiving
only Os. a bushel as a guarantee this year,
when they thought they would get 10s, The
result of that policy has been that the
Government of France last year charged
9s. or 10s. a bushel to consumers and
dumped. the surplus into Great Britain at
1.8s. per quarter, and that is the price on
which the Australian price is based-a
dumped surplus price. Until farmiers get
a reasonable price for their product, just
as people in secondary industries are get-
ting a reasonable price, they cannot stand
any increased costs. I look to members
on the other side of the H~ouse to assist
u~s to get a reasonable price. The
Trades Hall offic!ials have already in-
fornied a deputation fromn one body of
farmers that they are prepared to assist
with legislation to get a local consump-
tion price. Now note the inconsistent atti-
tude of the Government in Opposing the
only legislation that can implement a Comn-
nionwcalth wheat pool. That is my answer
to the member for Murchison. NO doubt
conditions on the farms have been improved
by machinery, but that improvement has,
been nullified by the actioni of Australian
Governmnents. There is another mnatter I
should like to mention. A few weekis ago
mly attention was directed to a letter in
the ''Westi Australian"' from the lin.
T. Bath referring to the Japanese situii-
lion in regard to wool. He wanted to knowv
why Japan, a low-wage coloured country,
could buy wool and take enormous quanti-
ties of it into consumption-not for ex-
port-wvhile ini Australia, where the article
was produced, wool was really a luxury
item. No doubt it is. The ordinary work-
iig mian in Australia cannot afford to buy
pure wool underclothing. It is too dear.
This question should be investigated with
a view to increasing the local consumption
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MR. THORN (Toodyay) [11.55] :1I should
app~lies to nmany arti- like to intimiate that I intend to move a

)nsuiption. It would further amendment to the question before
ow )how the price of the Chamber. I will do so because of the
ses between the mill Privy Council decision onl the James ease,

whiclh so greatly affeuls tile induistr-y in which
Minecs: That is where my electorate is principally concerned. Tile

growers in mye district are greatly perturbed
ex-niensher for Albany* at the afction of the Governmnent in eneour-
between material that aging James to proceed to the Privy Court-

Albany Woolleii Mills c-il andl contest Section 92 of thle Consititution
it we'lt inlto CoulullP- Act. Tile prsen~t Government introduced the

There should be a tre- dried fruits lezislation in Western Austra-
the price of woollen fin, and for this thle growers desire to express

and a consequent tre- their thanks and show their appreciation.
thle consuimptioii. I111That legislation has been of incalculable

whviich, with at little value to the industry, and has been the means
st Year, has largely de- of keejing it together. But for that, the in-

te farmier of tine coil- dulstry w-ould, like many others, have been
line]y , thle super-phos- in a state of disorganisation, and the grow-
0i 11 extent tile middle- ers themselves would feel like cutting each
midl it fleniensvi pi- others throats. it is, therefore, regrettable

ulted. Inl South Atis- t hat the Government shlould have co-oper-
phatc companies have ated with the Oovernnlent of Tasmania to
middleman, aild hlave asist in creating, a fluid to help James to eon-

ng Organisation. There test his case. ft is well known that foreign
nie such method could Wheat buyers onl the Continent also sub-
rganisation effected in scribed money to James to enable him to ap-
oollcn industry. There lproadll the court. They did this for a very
ions affecting mry con- good reasion. Tlley were afraid of this lei -
Ole State, bitt I shall lation, and thought the svheatgrowers of the
ii at a later stalge. Commonwealth mighlt get a Comlmonweaith

oodya) [1151] :I poo to control thle muarketing of their wheat.
Foreign wheat buyers co-operated with the

Ldjourned. State Government to contest this ease. The
ivision taken with the flour millers of the State were asked if they

wvould] subscribe, but to their credit they re-
* . . . 12 fused. James is one of those selfish individ-

16 uals who had a packing shed onl the River
- Mfurray, and was getting all there was to

inst .. 4 be had out of the industry. That is why he
- put uip such a fight. He used to offer the



374 [ASSEMB11LY.J

growers so much per ton for their fruit in Australia got a raw deal. Undoubtedly we
the rough.

Hon, C. G. Lathamn called attention to the
state of the House.

Bells rung and a quortum formed.

M~r. THORN: This person James used to
conduct a packing shed onl the river, and he
offered the poor- 'tunfortunate growers who
were financially embarrassed cash for- their
fruit at rates much below market value.
Thus lie worked up) a wonderful business
for himself, 'Ic used to profit both wavs,
getting the packing charges and thus the
profit onl packing, while paying the growers
considerably less than the market value of
their product. He has p~roceded, with the
vo-oI eration of various South Australian
merchants and of foreig-n wheatbuvers, to
defeat the objects of the State Dried Fruits
Board. Another p~oint I wish to make is
that tine State Governments, including the
Western Australian, approached the Corn-
inonwvealth Government with a request to
Pass enabling legislation so that the States
could operate successfully. And then the
Western Australian Government assisted
James to appeal to the Privy Coun-
cil. When in Melbourne recently 1 conl-
sulted thme Australiani Dried Fruits Associa-
tion on this matter. They had clearly pointed
out to the Commonwealth Government that
thne imposition of anl ceise duity would fill
the bill. They have a scheme wvhich could
be worked quite successfully, because it
would be instituted by way of excise, but in
the working out of the scheme would oper-
ate as a hounty on exported fruit. The
:association are quite sure of their g~round.
Undoubtedly the Commonwealth Govern-
nent will try to force the States into a refer.
cudumn; naturally, for it is their policy' to
force us into unification so that the Comn-
monwealth will be able to g-overn all our
affairs. How canl we as a secessionist State
agree to a referendum to give the Common-
wealth further powers beyond those they
h~ave already? Did not we take a referen-
dum of the Western Australian pl~eI and
dlid not we get a huge majority against Fed-
nration? Was not our Government aulthor-
ised to approach the Imperial Parliament
with a request for separation?

Mr. Sleeman: And what did the Imperial
Parliament say?

Mr. THORN: The hon. member inter-
jecting knows als well as I do that Western

should hoive got a much better deal. One
thing I do appreciate is the announcement
of the present Government that they wvill
not agree lo a referendum. The imposition
oif an excise duty woulId wvork out quite satis-
factorily. I do not wish to delay the House.
At a later stage I shall have quite a deal to
say onl matters affecting policy and on mat-
ters of Special interest to my electorate.
However, I do want to give hon. members
anl opportunity ofC discussing my amiend-
nient this miorning. I move a ii amndment-

That the following words be added to the
inotion:-''but we desire to express our regret
that your advisers gave support to what has
been known as the James appeal to the Privy
Council.'I'

HON. C. G. LATTAM (York-on amend-
mient) [1.2.5] : I second the amendment. It
is most extraordinary that as far back as
1023 the Western Australian Government
should have introducedl a Bill for the pur-
pose of general marketing. That umeasure
vortaniv dIi(I not pass both Houses of this
P arl i ament, 1)11t it piassed the Assembly.
When the Government introduced the Incas-
lire, they must have been aware of the re-
strictions placed by Section 92 of the Fed-
eral Constitution Act on any kind of market-
ng leg-islationl.

The \liniister for Mines: Later than that
we introduced a petrol tax, and found we
had no power to do it.

H-on. C. G. LATHAM: That was an ex-
cise duty. It is extraordinary that when-
ever the Minister for Mines interjects, he
gets hold of the wrong end of the stick.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon, member will
discuss the amendment.

H-aon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, Sir. The
Minister for Mines was trying to drawv an
analo.rv betwveen the introdluction of other
legislation and the introduction of market-
ig legislation.

Air. SPEAKER: The Minister for Mines,
of course, was out of order.

Hion. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
of the day wvere not satisfied when defeated
oil the general marketing legislation. I wish
to assure the House that the party on this
side of the House gave generous support
to that legislation.

The Minister for Lands: Only one of
your party voted for it.

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: I am glad to have
that information, because in the time at my
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disposal it was quite impossible for me to
find our exactly how many members on this
side supported the measure. As it was gen-
eral marketing legislation-

P'oint of Order.

The Deputy Premier: On a point of order.
The lion. member's speech is merely a history
of miarketing- legislation which was p)assed
Iby this Chamber. The amendment directly
censures the Government for an action taken
under marketing legislation. The history
of marketing legislation has nothing what-
ever to do with the amendment.

.Mr. Speaker: Perhaps tile lion, men>
her would like ine to hear his viewvs before
I decide the point of order.

Hon. C. G3. Lathai: I am glad to have
the opportuniity. Let us examine what I he
appeal was onl.

The Deputy Premier: You discussed that
the other niight.

Hon. C. 0. Latham : It was a question
of marketing legislation. If there had been
no such legislation passed by this House,
we could not have interfered. Therefore I
want to find out-and I think this aznendj
ment gives ale anl opportunity to do so-
the reason for the volte face of the Govern-
ment, why they have changed their opinion.

The Deputy Premier: Yiou dio not ask
why?

Ioxi. C. CG. Latham: Of course, Mr.
Speaker, I believe you are preparied to give
me that freedom of s'peech to which I am
entitled.

Tfhe Deputy Premier: I would like to
know wvhat your luling is, Mr. Speaker.
Do you rule that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition is in order?

Mr. Speaker: My ruling is that the
Leader of the Opposition call speak only
to the amendment, end I am waiting for
him to conneet what lie was saying with the
subject matter of the amendment. I hope
the Leader of the Opposition realises that.

I-on. C. Gf. Lathamn: That is exactly what
I intend to do.

MAr. Speaker: The lion, member cannot
do that by going through all the legislation.

The ])eputy Prenijer: The Leader of the
Opposition is defyring the Chair.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Defying the Chair!
i)Aho is in charge of the House, -Mr.
Speaker?

Mr. SPEAKER: I am.

Djebate resumned.

Hon. C. G. LA'rHIAM%: Of course; so I
shall not look to the Deputy Premier to
tell me what I canl or cannot do. Let us
examine the James ease. What was the
effect, of the appeal I It was an appeal by
a manl who is engaged in business that is
afIfected by legislation pawed -by various
State Parliaments, lie first appealed against
that legislation to the Supreme Court, and
then to the High Court. When the decision
in the Bigh Court wvent against him, he
appealed to the Privy Council. Were it
'not for thne fact that legislation hail been
p~assedl by this Parliament, we would not
have been interested in the matter. We
could not have beoxi: and so we are coin-
franted w ith this most extraordinary spec-
tacle. Here we have a Government usk ig
their powers to aseociate themselves with at
private individual, w ho is operating for
"in, in his endeavour to defeat the legis-

lation this Parliament had passed. One
could have thoug-ht that the Government
wvould have assiotiated themselves with the
Federal Government who, desired to protect
ltne legislation that had been passed by the
State Parliaments. The Federal Governi-
ment caine into the matter in order to pro-
tect our legislation, and that passed in New
South WVales, Queeasland and Victoria. Yet
we find tine formier Prennijer (Hon. P. Col-
lier) assoti atihg hiinslf withi a Premnier of
a State that wvas not affected by that legis-
lation. It is most extraordinary to find the
Government using, the funds of thle State
for the purpose of defeating the State's
legislation, and that is wvhat the James
appeal amounted to. Fancy the Labour
Government using their powers to associate
themselves with a middleman! The policy
of the Labour Party has always been to
remove the middleman and so get the eon-
suimer and pirodutcer closer together; yet the
Government Lake the ver-v first opportunity
they have to use State funds for tine pur-
pose of defeaiting legislation having that
end in view. Most decidedly their action is
deserving of censure, and I am sorry I did
not have anl opportninity to move this amend-
mnent, because it would have been couched
in much stronger terms. I think it should
have read to the effect that we desired to
inform His Excellency that the Government
had violated or misused their powers by
associatingr themselves with the appeal. It
is a miost, serious thing for a Premier, with
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the hacking of lik Ministers, to use such
powers to defeat legislation passed by the
Parliament of the State. It is the most seri-
ous thing I know of. It is quite a rely
procedure to render legislation null and void
by that means. I have not heard of any'
such coarse being adopted before. Thle
memuber for Toodyay (Air. Thorn) should
have our comnmendlation for moving the
amendment. What would members (in the
Government side of thle House have sai'l---
had we -beeni over there and they sitting in
Opyposition-if we had adoptedi ally suech
caruni ais that pursuied by the Labour Gev-
eronent? They would have talked about
our abuse of power and of usurping the
functions of Parliament. If legislatio is
to be set aside. a Bill should be introduced
to repeiil the Act, so that membiners wouild
know what to do. Here we have the Gov-
ernament associating- themselves with the 'nor-
chiants who have everything to gain and
nothing to lose. This action affects not only
the died-fruit growers, but may -be a source
of injury to tile wheat producers and
others. I an' extremecly sorry that the Grov-
cruiut saw fit to take this action. Of
course while the price of wheat remains as
it is, the pruniary producers are not likely to
feel any effects, but with prices dropping
again, thle decision of' thie Privy Council will
prevent the Federal Government from ex-
tending to the State tile assistance we are
entitled to. We use thle Arbitration Court
for the purpose of fixing wages, and that is
fair and reasonable. Customs duties are imi-
posed to protect our manufacturers, and we
have various other organisations, some with
-statutory p~owers, to secure protection in
other ways. Here we had just one oppor-
tunity available after many years to assist
the prinmary producers, aild this is the posi .-
tion we ind ourselves ii'. I believe there is
no0 member in this House who does not agree
with tie and, but for party political p)ur-
poses, would support the amendment. It is
disgraceful 'in the extreme to think wve have
a Government willing to override the deci-
sions of Parliament, and simply by putting
money into the hands of a legal gentleman
in London, secure representation before thle
Privy Council in connection with the James
appeal case. If there is talk of hypocrisy
at all, surely that is sheer hypocrisy. I do
not know whether the Government are going
to set this up as a precedent when they get
a type of legislation through, and to asso-
ciate themselves with people right out of the

State. I do not suppose James had any
interest in this State, except for a lower
price for dried fruits or wheat or butter, if
he could get them. The Federal Government
did not come into this of their own free will;
they camne in to supplement legislation so as
to make this State's legislation effective. I
(10 not know whether the Government had
any idea when they' introduced tile Dair ' 
Products Bill and made an Act of it-

Point or Order.
Thle Deputy' Premier: Onl a point of order.

It is not wvhat thle Government hlave in their
mind; it is the amendment before the House.
The Government associated thlemselves with
the James case. Very wveil, that is all, and
tilat aspect and nothing else must be dis-
ciussed. It is not what the Gov'ernnment had
in mind, but the action of the Government
in associating themselves with the James
ease.

Mr. Speaker: The hion. member has stuck
to that pretty closely, and is not doing at all
badly in that respect.

Debate Resumned.
Hen, C. G. LATlIANN: I have always en-

deavoured to carry out the rules of the
House. The Minister will not make a
speech, although he Ilas been given an
opportunity.

Mr. SPEAKER: Tile hion. member must
not discuss the Deputy Premier.

lion. C. 0. LATHAM: Very well, I wvill
mntt do so.

A-r. Sleemnan : Will you agree to cut out
all reference to the Privy Council?

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: May I discuss
Ihont question, Air. Speaker?

Air. SPEAKER: No.
Tile Deputy Premier: Thle Leader of tile

Opposition is only trilling with the Chair.
Mr. SPEAKER: There is 110 trifling with,

thle Chair. I object to that remark. If in-
terjections are made, they are disorderly and
should not be answered.'

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister oh-
jctedl to my) relnarks about wheat, saying
that wheat had nothing to do with the
appeal. The James case affected Section 92
of the Constitution Act, which governs all
nmarketing legislation, not only in this
State, but in nil the States. It affects
everything in Queensland, but as Queens-
land is no concern of mine, I am turning
my attention to exactly what it means here.
Last session it was proposed to introduce
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a Bill to bring wheat under marketing coir-
trol, and so it would have been affected
by Section 92 of the Comnmon weal th Consti-
tution. Every piece of legislation regard-
ing marketing which is introduced is affec-
ted by the decision of the Privy Council.
'At first, of course, it wtas dried fruits, and
Jamnes probably "-as interested only in
dried fruits, although I daresay hie had
considerable backing from other marketing
organisations that were affected. I can
see that now, instead of getting the pro-
mnised Bill, oiu account of the decision of
the Privy Counceil, we shall not have it.
That was the Bill to give a home consump-
tion price for wheat. It is a very serious
mnatter, muchi more serious than mnembers
realise, for it tak-esaw ay the sovereig-n
right of this State.

Thle Deputy Premier: That has been gone
a long time.

Hon. C. 0. LAT1lAM: Perhaps it has.
Repeatedly the 'Minister has told 'le the
great advantage that Western Australia
was getting from this class of legislation.
But many people in this StLate have com-
plained- of thte action of the Govern-
ineat in using the people's money for
the purpose of briefing counsel in the
James ease. I could never understand why
the ox-Premier and his Government were
not associated with Mr. Forgan Smith, who
took the right view, namely that of the
protection it was giving to his, people. But
here we find this Government associating
itself with Tasmania, which has no interest
at all in marketing legislation. Probably
this Government were led astray by the
eloquence of Mr. Ogilvie, the Tasmanian
Premier. I hope the Minister for Lands,
who must hare been consulted, will be able
to tell the House why the Government did
brief that counsel.

The Minister for Employment: The posi-
tion is difficult, because this present Gov-
ermnent hare not taken any action in the
matter.

Hon. C. G. LATHA"M: I believe the Min-
ister for Employment is justified in mank-
ing that interjection. But after all, when
it came to the highest judicial body in
Fritain, th ere is no doubt i n my
mind they took into consideration who the
appellants were, and who was associated1
with them. When Mr. James made his
appeal, the very fact that Tasmania and

Western Australia were associated with
him may have had some influence onl the
members of the Privy Council. Whether it
did or miot, of course I do not know. May
I suggest that South Australia was asked
to conic in onl that, hut they refused to
go into the trap. MNuch as they dislike
the growing power of the Federal Govern-
muent, they were not led into that trap,
and did not use their peop~le's money to
associate themselves with the James Ap-
peal. Not onl your lire! They said, in
effect, "'If there are any benefits to be got
out of it, we are going to get them all,
and it will not cost us anything.'' I hope
the Minister will tell the House why this
Government took that action. The Minis-
ter for Agriculture may know. We must
excuse the 'Minister for Employment, be-
cause hie would not know what had taken
place in Cabinet. The Minister for Lands
may be able to tell the House what made
the Government change their opinion so
quickly. I cannot understand for the life
of mc that so very shorlly after the House
wvent intn recess, when certain legislation
had been. introduced, we had the Govern-
ment coming along with a ehp' nged attitude.
it must have thrown a good deal of work
on the Minister for Labour.

The Deputy Premier: On a point of
Order! This is what the Standing Orders
regard as wearisome reptition. The Leader
of the Opposition is engaged in the most
wearisome repetition.

H~on. C. G. LATHAM: I just wanted to
point out that it w~as the policy of the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not criticise the policy of the Government.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not intend
to criticise the general policy of the Govern-
nment. The decision of the Privy Council
affected that.

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot discuss that
part of it.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM:- Very well, we will
miot discuss their policy. They have none.

Mr. SPEAKER: All right, you cannot
discuss it.

Hon. C. G. LATHKM: We may display
at great deal of levity in this matter, but it
is a very serious thing. It is probably very
much more serious than Ministers realise.
It is a very dangerous thing after baving

377



378 [ASSEMBLY.]

passed legislation following long
ful consideration-

The Minister for Employment:2
said that four times.

IRon. C. G. LATHAMT: The Mu.
Employment says I have said t
times, but after all it is a very wiel
to go behind Parliament-

The Minister for Employment: T
times.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: Ministers
be serious. But it is a very seria
for the Government to go behind
ment and use the funds of this
associate themselves with James.
(he House should carry the am
There is no doubt the Governmni
censure for doing that kind of
warn members that a p~recedenltI
set which it may be difficult to eb
hope the I-ouse will agree to the
ment, for what is the use of passi
lation if an over-riding authority o
Australia can be called upon to

Amiendment put, and a division tc
the following result:-

A yes
Noes

Majority agi

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Hill
M r. Keenan
Mr. Lath..
51r. McDonald
Mr. Saipson

Mir. Coroleir
Mr. Cross
M r. Fox
Mr. Hawke
miss Ilonan
Mr. Lamnbert
M r. Marshall
Mr. Munsfe

Amendment thu

ainst .. -

Arms.
.Mr.
Mir.
Ml r.
Mr.
M r.

NOES.
Mr.
M r.
sin
Mr.
MNJr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Thorn.
Warner
W\ait.
Welsh
Done)'

Redo red:
Slrean
styants
TonkIcin
Troy
Wise
Wilson

snegatived.

MR. SLEEXAN (Fremiantle)
Let mue congratulate you Sir, on ag
elected as Speaker of this House.
that you will occupy that position
years to come. I nfl sorry I an
to address the House at such an ho
morning, but the Government seem
made up their minds to finish the
this sitting, so I hlave no option. I
protest against having to start at
earthly hour. I do not think the,

and care- need for it. The most important matter
affecting this State at present is that of un-

you have employment. The Government have pro-
nised that an improvement will be made in

iister for the lot of the unemployed and the part-time
mat four workers in the State and I trust that thl1

kod thing improvenment will be substantial. While we
are enjoying much better conditions than are

ha' i the people in the Eastern States, there is
ha' ive no need to stop where we arc, and I trust

that when the Minister makes his announce-
will not ment we will find a large number of meW

us thing& placed in full-time employment. During my
IParli a- visit to the Eastern States I found that in
State to connection with essential services there was
I think no part-time work at all and if that could

endment. be achieved in the Eastern States it can be
tdeserve achieved in Western Australia. I want to

thing. I see the Government stand up to the job and
has been ensure that men engaged onl essential ser-
eck so I vices are employed full-time. We might as

amiend- well ask railway men, tramway men, officials
ng legis- of Parliament and even members of Par-
utside of lianient themselves to be on part-time, as ex-
upset it? pet it of those eniployed in essential ser-

iken with vices. The men on the Fremantle Harbour
Board works were placed onl part-time by
thne Minister for Works in the previous Gov-

16 erment. I objected to it then and object
to it now and will go on doing so until I see

5 them placed onl full-time work. In this caln-
nection Mr. IKenneally accompanied me onl
a deputation to the Mlinister for Works in
the previous Government and Air. Lindsay
admitted a mistake had been made and that
time men should never have been placed on

(T'Nr) part-time. Onl assumiing office Mr. Ken-
neally admitted the same thling hut said that
they would hlave to continue for some time.
Mention of thle matter wvas made by Mr. 1(en-
neally wvhen hie visited Fremantle at election
time. He stated that he hoped full-time work
would be restored to at least some of the

(atr) people at p~resenlt onl part-time employment
raer) Thus the Minister for Works in a former

Government admitted that a mistake had
been made and that those men should not

[12.36]: have been lput on part-time work. Then his
in being successor, Air. Kenneally, after attending a
I trust deputation, said the same thing, and still

for many those men are on part-time work. We
obliged understand that the improved conditions are

ur in the to operate from the 5th October. I sincerely
to have trust that a large proportion of the men in

debate at this country will he put onl full-time, andi
want to that the rest will be given improved condi-
this un- tions. I do not agree with those members

re is any fromt both sides of the House who have
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stated that it is impossible for the Treasurer
to get more money, and that therefore it is
impossible to do anything more for thle tin-
employ'edl and part-tinie wvorkers than is
being- done to -dav. .1 thinIk more money
could he collected from tile tnxpayers of this
country_. Our people have b~eein treated gener-
ously in the past, and more money could
hie extraacted froim them tinder the fillncai
emaerg ency tax. I agree wvith those who hold
that we could carr- that tax much hig-her
than the present range. I have always main-
tained that it did not go far enoughI. The
workers in thnis country should not be taxed
at alt until their earnings; exceed the basic
wage. Memnbers know that the basic wage
has beena fixed by the Arbitration Court to
provide for a manl, his wife and two ehilI-
dren. A large number of workers have inore
than two child ren, and therefore it is nion-
sensical to tax a mail who is onl the basic
wvage. Somec consideration should Ile ex-
tended to those workers who have more than
twvo children. The time has arrived whmen
sonic adjustment should lie made. If a
wvorker onl the basic wage has six eblidren
under 14 years of age, and thus none of
them able to earn, thle Arb~itration Courit
awvards what is considered to be sitfliient to
keep in realsonablIe conmfort a mal, his wvife
and( two thl dm-cti, and therefore four of that
failyd, have to starve. That is not right. In
all countries in the world the most valuable
person to the commuinity is the locally-horn.
We should encourage peole to have families,
rather than discourage them by sayi ng, in
effect, that only two children will be pro-
vided for in the basic wage.

'Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: What about the manl
with no family?

M~r. SLEEMAN: I would base the wage
onl the needs of a mnail, his wife and two
chldrinen. and gi-e the single manl the same.
The single muanl of to-day will Ibe thle huts-
band ot to-mnorrow. Ile spends more than
does the married man, because hie call afford
it, butl he must he placed in a piosition to
save in order to undertake the responsibili-
ties of married life. I would agree to the
wage being fixed onl the basis of the necds
of a man, his iie and two children, but for
additional c-hildr-eii soic provision should he
made in order that they too might live in
reasonable conmfort. The National-Country
Party Government had men working for
their sustenance. I ann glad to know that
we have improved upon that at least. I was
surprised to find that so many members

ranged themselves behind thle member for
Ea4t Perth. While I have no intention of
abusing the member for East Perth-very
likely he had the welfare of the industrial
workers of his district at heart-I am satis-
fied that quite a number of votes recorded
for his amendment in no way supported the
hion. member in his anxiety to do something
for the workers of East Plerth. I believe
somile Of the Voles were cast merely to harass
rhe Government. You Will recall, 'Mr.
Speaker, how members of the Opp1 osition
have uiwa s been, tile lifelong enemies of the
industrial workers.

Mr. Thorn: No, yon cannot say that.
Mr. l.EA : Mfembers will recall the

appeal oE the leader of the Opposition last
session nt to make the work too attractive
,and his interjection the other evening that
lie meant only sigIl men. Soon afterwards,
by further interjection, the lion. niemier
.said that thle Government were starvinrg the
single men and had themi sleeping in the
parks with only flCwspiOpeis to cover thenm.
Those wvere thle mien fo[' whom hie said thle
Government should not make work too
attractive, and I am forced to the conclusion
that thle lion. membier desired to take away
thle newspapers that covered them.

Mr. Thorn: You know he ciid not mean'
that.

MrIt. SLEEMAN: I do not think anyone,
except tile officer in, charge of Blaekboy
Camnp, h ad more to (10 wil thtie unemployed
single naeii than I had. [ wais a member of
a1 committee, withl which the Rev. E. HI. 0.
Nye also was associated, and Ave found it
difficult to gt two feeds a dlay and a bed
for the single men. For somec timne after the
camip wo, opened, we had to collect. money
bIw public subscription to help them. That
is what the Opposition did for the single
men who were unemployed, and now, they
J)OSO as their f riends.

Air. Thorn: They did their best for the
M"en-

Mir. SLEEMAN: It was a very poor best.
Mr. 'Marshall: A rotten best.
Mr. Thorn: The Government at that time

were short of funds.

Mr. SLEEMTAN: A practice has grown
upl in the department-in fact, it has been
enforced for a long time-to refuse single
men either work or sustenance if thle father
is in full-time work. No consideration is
given to the number in the fanmily. The
applicant is asked whether his father is in
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full-time work, and if lie is, the young
'Dan is told that the department cannot do
anything for him. I do not think that the
present Minister will allow that sort of
thing to continue. Anyhow, I appeal to
him not to tolerate it. A married man
,cannot afford to keep grown-up members
of the family if there are 0110 or two
younger members to he maintained. The
basic wvage provides for only twvo children,
and yet for years the practice has been
to deny work or help for a grown-u p mni-
ber of the family if the fattier is in full-
time wvork.

Mr. Wilson: There is not so much of
that now.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I cannot see much dif-
ference in that respect.

Air. Wilson: I can see a difference in my
district.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Requests submitted by
me have been turned down time and time
again. Young fellows have been told that
if the father is in full-time work, nothing
can be done for them. Probably the father
is drawing no more than the basic wage
and has two or three other children to keep.
~I have known of cases where pensions have
been taken into consideration, invalid and
old age pensions that people have been
flrawving. They have been told that because
a certain amount of money is going into
the home no Government assistance can be
given to them.

Mir. Cross: The Welfare Department say
that now.

Air. SLEEMAN: It is time the practice
was discontinued, and I appeal to the Mini-
ister to see that it is discontinued. I agree
with the member for North-East Frem~antle
(Air. Tonkin) that the school leaving age
should be increased to 16. 1 do not be-
lieve that the retiring age should be fixed
at 65, unless the person concerned is going
to be provided for. If a muan were pro-
vided for he could retire at 60, so that he
may have some years of leisure in which
to enjoy the superannuation, the pension,
or any other income he may be possessed
,of. I object to men being thrown on the
scrap-heap at 6.5 if they are able to go on
working, and when thrown aside have no-
thing to fall back upon but an old age
pension. I hope we shall see that such
a practice is not followed. If men are
provided for, I see no objection to their

being pensioned off at 60. If mn can be
retired at a reasonable age without having
to rely upon the old age pension I do not
see why they should not retire. The other
evening, the member for Irwin-Moore
(Hon. P. D. Ferguson) complained about
what he termed compulsory unionism. He
painted a sorry picture. The p)roducers
themselves are doing exactly what the lion.
member complained was being done by the
Government in the ease of industrial work-
ers. They have got it down to a pretty
fine art. The producers of whole milk
have that very compulsory unionism about
which memibers opposite complain.

Mr. Marshall: The Government do not
enforce unionism. That is set out in the
constitutions created by the industrialists.

Air. SLEEM AN: It is not laid down in
the constitution of the primary producers.
It is now compulsory for whole milk pro-
ducers to have deductions made from their
cheques at the depot, as payment for their
annual subscriptions to their organisation.
The authorities concerned have been suffi-
ciently successful to ensure that this
shall lie done. Quite a number of the pro-
ducers do not agree with that principle, but
evidently they are afraid to raise their voices
in opposition. A minority has, therefore,
been compelled to comply with the request
that the amount of their subscription shall
be deducted at the whole milk depots and
paid to the Primary Producers' organisation.

Mr. Thorn: You are misinformed.

Mr. SLEEMIAN: The lion. member knows
that my statement is correct.

Mr-. Thorn: It is not a question of com-
pulsion. They agreed to do it.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Many did not agree, and
do not want to do it. At any rate it is next
door to compulsion; the men concerned are
afraid not to pay their subscriptions in this
wray, and they therefore pay the money and
say nothing about it. Thus we have compul-
sory unionism amongst the producers, and
yet our friends opposite raise their voices
in objection to the principle of compulsory
unionism.

Mr. Thorn: You at-c misinformed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: If the hion, member wvill
make the necessary inquiries he will find that
my statement is correct.

Mr. Thorn: They should support their own
organisation.
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Mr. SLE MALN: That may be so, hut they
shoul1d not then criticise the industrialists
,who aire doing thle same thing.

Mr. Thorn: We should all support our
own) org-aliisations.

Mr. SLEnIAN; I do not mind that, but
I do mind the objection that is raised to
other people doing, the same thing-. What
is a crime in the one ease is a virtue in an-
other. I -wish now to refer to the hulk hand-
ling of wheat. Last session when bulk hand-
ling was being, discussed, we drew attention
to thle large number of men who would be
displaced by the new scheme. Many
mnen had already been displaced from
work at Fremnantle, and we referred to the
fact that still more would be put out of emn-
ploynient. Onl both sides of the House it
was said that those who were displaced must
be provided for, bu6 I sin not aware that
any provision has been made for them. I
want to know whether anything is going to
be done for such people. Last session I told
the House there was a precedent for compen-
sating people who were thrown ont of emn-
p103-meat in this way. Not, many years ago
the coal miners in New South Wales were
comp~ensated when they were thrown Gut of
work. If it was right to do that in the ease
of the coal miners, surely it is equally right
to do so in the ease of the wharf lumper.s
who are displaced, in order that things may
he made better, as we are told, for the pri-
inary producers.

31r. Thorn: Why nob let them take over
abandoned farms?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have no objection to
tile hoin. memiber taking one over.

Mr. Thorn: I have one already.
Mr. SLEEMAX: Then I ani surprised

that it has not been abandoned already. I
am sorry thle 'Minister for Health is not in
his place, but lie has been here all the even-
ing-, and cannot lie expected to oceupy his
seajt the whole of the timec. I wish to make
some remarks about the in jurious nature of
the work connected with hulk handling.
When I stated before that men were being
dusted and contracting silicosis through the
hulk handling of wheat, our friends oppo-
site laughed the idea to scorn. Some mem-
bers even on this side of the House thought
it was impossihle for men to contract silic-
osis through handling wheat. I understand
the Minister for Health is in possession of
a report that states definitely that a eon-

s~derable extent of silicosis may be contrac-
ted from the dust arising through bulk hand-
hulg', and that the lungs of people have been
affected through working in the industry.
The Minister and ]iis department should see
that such. people as aire affected are beingc
provideri for. 'Men who work in mines and
contract silicosis and become dusted are pro-
vided for. The same sort of provision should
lie made for mien. engaged in the bulk hand-
liug business.

MNr. 'Marsha 11: M1any men worked for 45
years ini the industry before the trouble came
thecir way.

Mr. SLEE LU\N: There is no doubt that
i i ien d o suffer ill eff ets f roin han dl ing whseat
in hulk. I should like to hear the opinion
of the Minister oil this subject in view of
the report that is in his possession. There are
men who have not worked in the industry, for
more than five years but who have con-
tracted silicosis. That shows the injurious
effects, that arc likely to occur in the ease
of men eng-agedl in this industry. I hope
that something will be done to compensate
these men. I trust the primary producers
will not object to having something deducted
from the value of their p-roducts, in the
handling of which thle health of quite a
large number of men is likely to suffer. A
considerable sum of mioney is provided for
miners by means of a tax on the mining in-
dustry, but that does not go far enough. I
admit that a good deal of money is also ob-
tained for affected miners through the min-
ing cornpanics.

Mr.' Marshall: Mostly under the third
schedule of the Act.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is the right thing to
do. I do not think the producers should ob-
ject to the right thing being done for the
lunspers.

Mr. Warner: You cannot get it from thle
wheatgrow-ers in the present circumstances.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We cannot get anything
from them, rent or anything else.

Mr. Warner: You are being fed at half
price.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Surely the rower can
afford to pay something in this direction,
especially if in the handling of his produce
the health of the men concerned is likely to
suffer. The Government must see that these
men are protected, and I hope that when the
Estimates come down and the Vote for the
IHealth Department is reached, we shall hear
something from the Mfinister on the subject.

38t
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An attempt is being made on the other side
of thle world, and sonic support seems to be
given to the project by the Commonwealth
Government, to renew the flood of igration
to Australia. I hope the State Government
will set their face against the migration
of the sort of people we have had before.
People have teen brought here in connection
wit], certain land settlement schemes, a11(
far too many of them have turned out to be
misfits. They did not fit into the scheme of
things, and the-y and their children have
been left for thle State to sullport.
Many of them have been repatriated from
the State, and others should be repatri-
ated if the right thing is done for them.)
,Some of the men brought out under thle
scheme should never have been brought out
ait all. Thecy were not used to tile work, and
not likely to become accustomed to it. Tn,;
fat, they were not fit for the job ia front
of themn. Numbers of them arrived with
physical complaints, and fell straight hack
onl thle Government for support. lit ofle
case a son nominated his father to conmc
out. When the father arrived the son was
onl the dole here) and the father had to be
taken charge of and kept as well. The
mother is uowv in an asylumn, while the father
is doing his best to scratch out a living, the
sont having been repatriated. In another
case the wite of a mligraLnt WAS a. bad easel
of epilepsy. The husband himself had a bad
heart , and did not do three months' work
here. The husband and wife are still in
W\esterin Australia, and filie children may be
a charge on this State for the rest of their
lives. I trust the Government will not agree
to any form of migration. 'Migrants cannot
hie sent here unilesss the Government agree.
1. hope 2linisters will resist any such pro-
posal at all cost-,, notwithstanding what may
be put upl to them by the Commonwealth
and Imperial Governments. Thle mnigrant
who comecs of his own accord generally turns
out a good maigranit, but with, mass migr-
tion there is too large a percentage of mis-
fits. I was amiused the other evening to hear
the member for Nedands (Hon. N. Keenani"
complain of abuse levelled at him from this
side of tile Chamber. He said it was a
recognised principle that Labour should hurl
insults at anybody and everybody, but
should not receive any back. If in-
sults were hurled at the member for Ned-
lands, in this Chamber, there is a Standing
Order which protects a member from being
reflected upon. The hon. member was here

to protect himself, and I do not know any
man better able to do it. I fail to see whet
lie has to complain about. He is not too bad
himself at casting reflections. During the
last general. election I happened to he at a

lafcC where the wireless wns turned on, and
thle voice of the member for Nedlands came
over the air. I was utterly disgusted at some
of tile things I heard from the hon. member
that evening. H1e likened the Ministers of
this country to a lot of thieves getting away
with money they should not be getting away
with. I took a note of that part of his re-
marks at the time, and the next day I ire-
ferred to the newspaper to assure myself.
that I was not mistaken. I was especially
disgusted with the member for Nedlands for
making suchl remarks- over the air. Had
they been made in this Chaimber, the inem-
hers attacked Could have defended them-
selves. But the remarks wvent out not only
to the population of Western Australia, but
to that of the whole of the Commonwealth,
and very likely to many people outside Aus-
tralia. Comling from a. responsible man and
a party leader like the menmber for Ned-
lands, this certainly did not have a good
effect. I-I used these words-

The Act was% dropped just as a burglar got
away wvith loot quiietly and unostentaticusly.
I do not think it right for the meniber for
Nedl-Inds to refer to Ministers as being like
burglars gettinig away with loot. The '20v
consisted of the fact that tlhe financial einer.-
gency legislation had been dropped. True
to his promise to the people, the leader of
the Government did his best to repeal the
emergency legislation. It was done in three
steps. -First it wats repealed for the lower-
paid mien, then for the grade higher, and
lastly for the rest. The Labour Govern-
ment carried out their promnise, and I was
glad to see them do it. If there was any
loot thrown about, the hon. member got his
share of it the samec as anybody else. He
had thle satisfaction that his parliamentary
salary was raised in thle saine proportion a6
that of Ministers, anl to the same extent
as that of any other member of the House.
T have not heard that he refused the restora-
tion of his cut. The sort of thing- I have
descihed brings the Parliament of this
country into disrepute. Certainly it cannot
do our Parliament any good whatever. There
is just a possibility, moreover, that the mem-
ber for Nedlands may have got loot in some
other way, because members Of the pro-
fession to which he belongs looked at the
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financial emergency legislation, with the re-
stilt that they got a little more loot-
as the lteon, member calls it, though I would
call it paynieit-froin their clients. So the
member for Nedlands was getting- it both
ways, wiist I unfortunately could get it
only 'one way. I regret greatly that the
inumber for Nedlands should put such things
over the air-. Politics tire getting pretty low;
when there are attempts to deen' Minister,
by Coll] pazing. t hem] to burglars with loot.

I ol 'e we shall not hear anything of fte
kind in the future.

BlonN. Keenan: You (10 not mention ti',
Cfae r that Mr. Collier promised to inake a
st atemnot, aind nlever tiid.

r.SLEEMAN: I know that M-Nr. Collier
Ptoiniised the electors, and that I lond every
member oft IIiis side of t he Chamber pil,-
mised them that if returnied we would do
our utmost to wipe out the financial enter-
geney legislation. I ama indeed pleased that
that leg-islation wai repealed. I object to
tl~at kind of legislation. The standard is
lowered when the salary is reduced. I would
much rather remain onl the same basis of
I fviment and have the difference taxed off
mie. Mr. Collier stood up to the promise
lie gave the electors. There is another ee-
tion of the comniunity small hut to my mind
highly important, for which something-
should now he done--the fire bridage Pro-
ployees.

Mr. Cross: You aire right there.
Mr. SrLEEMAN : The Labour Party stand

for the 44-hour wveek. In the near future,
I hope, we shall stand for the 40-hour or
even a 36-hour week. Bitt there is the spec-
tacle of a semi-Govertnment board working
their employees 12 hours a day* . The timec
has long gone past when any 'nan should
be asked to work 12 hours a day. Some
people wvill reply that the fireman is not
hard worked.

Mr. Cross: He works seven days a week,
and 84 hours a week.

Mr. SLEEMAN: However, he is an impor-
tauit man to the community, and his is a dan-
gerous way of earning a livelihood. When-
ever hie leaves home in the morning, he does
not know whether or not he will return
alive. Something should be done to see that
the firemen are put on the same basis as
all other workers. I know the argument is
used that the fire brigades are not adminis-
tered by the Government, but by the board.
I know also that the Government had repre-
sentation on that board. Under the Fire

Brigades Act, the cilainian of the board
Inmst be a Government nominee. I suggest
t9 the Government ihat if they cannot issue
directions to the board to put their policy
into operation, they canl at least direct their
representative onl thtA board along those
lines. In my opinion the 'Minister should
tell the chairman of the board, who is the
Governmlent's direct inminee, that if the
miatter wvent before the Arbitration
Court the Government expected him to

giv evidence to the effect that the
people hie represented were inl fav-
our of the 44-hour week for the firemen.

I that were done it would help the men.
amd I do noti thmink there is any doubt that
lie Arbitration Court would g-anmt the mcmi

the shorter working u~eek. That would pulace
the fireman onl the same level as oilier
w-orkers. I hope the %finistvr eontrolline
fire brigades will take the first opportunityA
to instruct thme chairman of the board accord-
iulv. Next I shall refer to the need for an
infectious diseases hospital. Sonic definite
statement is long overdue, and if the Minis-
ter wvill infonin the House r-egarding tihe
position, we shall know wvhere we are. No
one seemsi to knowv. Certainly there is oneL
manl who has thrown a spannHer into the cogs.

Mr. Rodoreda: lie knows where hie is.

iMr. SLEEMAN: I do not know that lie
does. Bunt it is certainly time soniething
definite was done. Cannot the Minister take
steps to adv ance the p)ositionl andl
secure some definite result? I desire the
provision of an infectious diseases hospital
in sonic central site that wvill cater for the
whole of the metropolitan aires. There
.Should be no dilly-dallying with the matter
ORYi longer. If there is, the people of Fre-
manlltle H w ive to get onl with the job and
provide anl infectious diseases hospital for
[lhe puort district. I favour a larger central
hospital in preference, but if the Minister
and the (departmient cannot help in securing
a decision, we shall hiave to fall] in wvith the
movement initiated at Fremantle and secure
at hospital there. If the -Minister for Health
is not in a position to make a definite stite-
loaln now, I trust he will lie able to do
so when the Estimiates We before mcmii-
hers very shortly. With regard to the
Youth anld Motherhood Appeal, I notice
that a lot of money has been circu-
lated among different bodies, hut in Fre-
mantle the officer who deals with youth
employment has so far not received a
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penny. We have been told that the appli-
cation on his behalf has not been defin-
itely rejected, but has merely been post-
poned. I know that others less deserving
have bad money allocated to them. We
have been most fortunate in Fremantle in
securing a very good manl to undertake the
work in connection with our youths. I
refer to Mr. Jennings, the superintendent
of the Fremnantle Technical School. Hie is
a man of considerable ability and hie gives
much of his time to the work. He does
not get a penny piece even for stamps and
has to scratch around for note paper. He
made a trip to the Government Printing
Office to get scraps of paper to enable him
to get on with the job. The children at
the Fremantle Technical School collected
£25 for the appeal, and it would have been
better for them. to retain that money them-
selves rather than contribute it to the fund
only to find that tile Fremiantle committee
were to get nothing from it. Mr. Jennings
has intimated that if hie does not get some
financial assistance, lie will have to resign
and let someone else carry on the work.
I hope that will not happen because I know
of no one at Fremantle who could do0 the
job as well as Mr. .Jeining&s Members
would be surpr-ised to see the typo of boys
who go through 'Mr. Jenining's hooks andi
the number who go to work on farms even
if the farmers are not able to pay themi.
I have heard the Le'ader of thle Opposgitionk
say, fronm timei to timec, that that sort of
thing does not happen and I do not blame
the farmers in all eases because they some-
times find it is impossible for them to pay the
wages owing to the lads. Recently Mr. Jen-
nings received a letter f rom. a farmer regret-
ting- that lie could not pay the wages owing
to time lad in his employ and asking him to
refer the matter to the Agricultural Bank.
To my disgust I found that the bank had
not the power nor the inclination to see
that the lad got his wages, although the
farmer "-as one of the hank's clients. I
hope the Minister will take a note of the
points I have raised and see whether somei
provision cannot be made for Mr. Jennings.
An application has been lodged for £100
to enable him to carry on the work, end
I am afraid that if that assistance is not
rendered, we shall lose the services of Mr.
Jennings. I wish now to deal with a "new"
subject. I regret the necessity to mention

the Fremnan tle road bridge once more. We
have been crying in the wilderness for
some time without result, and therefore it
becomes necessary to quote what has been
sniid before in order to impress upon the
Government the seriousness of the position.
I feel, however, that we shall get some-
where with the new Minister for Works
because hie knows of the condition of the
structure and I think he is sympathetically
inclined to the construction of a new bridge.
The whole matter has been discussed quite
of ten, I have previously explained to menm-
hers. how the old bridge was pushed aside
mid a. new bridge constructed ; the new
bridge disappeared; the old bridge was
pulled back and a few piles were driven
in, and the old structure has done duty

ever since. In 1927 the then Minister for
Works , in moving the second reading of

thme L'eighton-Rolbb's Jetty Railway Bill,
said-

Bert, bridges wvill have to be removed. That
means removing an historic structure, its
history is rather interesting. It has undergone
snny alterations since it was first constructed,
and has been p~atclted and added to from year
to year in the endeavour to make it carry the
traffic. f~t has given good service, and, of
course, is now decrepit with age.

That was what the Minister for Works said
in 1027 and if thme bridge was decrepit then,
it is certainly more decrepit now, for no-
timing has beeni done to it since then. The
Minister continued-

The bridge was commenced in 18J. and was
constructedl by convict labour. It was then 955
feet long by 12 feet wide, and cost £3,114.
That was the result of having convict labour
for the job. Prior to that date the traffic to
Perth was by the sooth side of the river over
the Canning Bridge, which "was built in 1849.
The Causeway was built in 1843. The original
bridge at Fremantle wvas 33 feet above low
water level. That permitted the lighters. to
sail uip the river from Fremanutle.

In 1897 the bridge was dlosed, and a tem-
porary bridge constructed on tme downstreamt
side, giving a clear headway of 21 feet above
low water through two navigation spans. The
lower bridge was used as a vehicular bridge,
while the old structure was left for pecle trians.
In 1908-9 alterations to the old bridge were,
undertaken by the municipality to permit e
tramns being run to North Fremautle. Orig-
inally tme bridge was built on a rapidly rising
gradient from North Fremantle, in order to
give the desired headroom in the navigation
spans. But the design, made by Mr. Leslie for
the nu nici pali ties concerned, provided for re-
construction of the bridge to a lower level and
on a uniform gauge from north to south. The
wvork of alteration commenced by the meni-
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cipality was eventually finished by the Public
Works Department. That alteration comprised
widening the bridge to 20 feet on the down-
streamn side. Portion of the low-level bridge
was also removed. Since then the bridge has
been strengthened and repaired. In 1911-12,
464 feet was reconstructed, and new piles were
driven in order that the trains might be car,
ried. In 1920, the effect of the teredo became
evident, and tarred piles were driven alongside
the existing piles where the eff ect of the marine
borer was most marked]. During the last year
the whole of the decking was renewed, and a
wearing surface of tuart was provided, but
the essential structure itself is that which
existed after the completion of the reconstruc-
tion work in 1908. We are dealing with the
traffi bridge, which was actually closed in
1897. Another bridge was built alongside it.
At that time it was considered unsafe.
So we see that in 1897 the bridge was de-
clared unsafe. This is 1936, and wve are still
using the same old bridge. The time has
long since passed "when the Government
should see to it that something was done
abiout a new bridge. We are gambling with
the lives of the people. I defy members to
inspect some of these photographs I have
and say that the bridge is safe. It is only
the mass of work, timber and bolts and iron,
which is keeping the structure together.
Any member can see front these pictures
that the bridge cannot possibly be safe.

Mfr. Fox: I tin k a report waJs made in
1.927.

Mr. SLEEBMAN: Yes, and that report
stated that the bridge would last for another
sevenl ventls. If Governmnuts of' other
States can get money for their bridges, wve
ought to he able to get money for the same
purpiose here. In Mfelbourne it is proposed
to build still another bridge across the
Yarra. Sydney, of course, has its famous
bridge. In Brisbane, there is a steel bridge
across the river at Queen-street which was
built many years ago, and the Gray-street
bridge over the Brisbane River, which was
completed four years ago at a cost of
£C700,000. That was only in 1932, and now
it is proposed to build another new bridge
at a cost of £1,500,000. The money has been
secured from the A.M.P. Society, and the
bridge is to be completed in four years. So
Brisbane, wve see, can afford to build one
new bridge in 1932 at a cost of £700,000.
and in 1935 can start another bridge.
to cost £1,500,000. Even dear old \rdelpide
is talking of building another bridge
across the Torrens. Evidently the other
States have no difficulty in providing
bridges when required, and I sincerely hope
it will not be necessary for Fremantle mem-

bers to con~tinxue demanding a newv bridge
at Fremantle.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: We have built two
bridges over the Swan, near Guildford, dur-
in.- the last year or two.

Air. SLEEMAN: Well, I have no objec-
tion to that. There is no wvork in this coun-
try that is more urgent than that of a new
bridge across the river at Fr-emantle. In-
deed, it is a national question. I believe the
lives of the people arc being gamibled with
while the old derelict structure is left there.
I am quite sure there will be at catastrop~he
there one of these days. AN'lhen first I came
into the House I prophesied that the railway
bridge would not last, and whlen the time
arrived for me to say, "I told you so" mem-
hers here said it was not the bridge that
went, but only the approach to the bridge.
I hope and trust the new Mlinister for
WVorks, who knows the requirements and
who is well aware of the awvful eondition of
that bridge, will see to it that in the near
future we shall have at newv structure across
the river at Frenmantle.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimnberley) [1.26]:
May I be permitted to join with other mnem-
bers in extending to you Sir, my congratu-
lations on your having again been appointed
to the high and honourable position of
Speak-er of this Chamber. Also I extend mny %
congratulations to new members in the Chain-
her.

Mr. Thorn: To all of tem?
Mr. COVERILEY: I hope their collec-

tive efforts will be used for the benefit of
Western Australia as a wvhole. It is not my
intention at this late hour to keep the House
very long.

Mr. Doney. Hear, hear!

Mr. COVERLEY: But there have been
made one or two statements to which I hope
to be able to give some answer, pft,-
ticularly to a statement by the Lender of
the Opposition and one by the member for
Irwin-3Moore (Hon. P. D. Fei-guson) in their
references to the p~urchalse of a new State
steamer for the North-West coast. The
Leader of the Opposition protested that the
first announcement of the Gover-nment's in-
tention to purchase a new boat for the North-
West appeared in the Governor's Speech;
he protested that the Government, without
the sanction of Parliament, had decided to
spend the money. Then the member for
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Irwin-Moore put up a defecee that some
suggestion might be made that the Leader of
the Opposition or his party had been accused
of Opposing thle provision of the new ship.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: We have already
been accused.

Mr. COVFERLEV: Well, I have not heard
lie accusation in the Chamber. I have seen

newvspaper reports of tile speech of the
Leader of the Opposition, and the Press have
not misrepresented his statemient; nor- wili
I maisrepresent hii. All lie did was to pro-
test antst the Government's action in pilr-
chasing a stea mer wvithout hiaving, first con-
sulted Parli amniot. But lie made two state-
mnts, one( being, that there was no immned i-
ate hurry- for the purchase of the boat, and
the other that it would not create an), new
coipliiyffent .I entirely dIisagree With both
those stateneentsq. 'rile first statement that
there was no inimeliate hurry' merely' shows
that the Leader of the Opposition is not
ain fait with tile predicament of the residents
of the North-West. As a miatter of fact it
is known to almost everybody wnio reads the
newvspapers that one of the most suitable
boats for thle North-INest coast has gone out
of action and not been replaced. The mcmii-
her for Roehournec (-Mr. Rodoreda) hias
pointed out that this boat had to be replaced,
and that it was a matter of urgency as far
as the people of the North-West were con-
(erned. He also showed that 1)oth he and
oilier members for the North-West had been
pressing the Government for a long time to
r-ehabilitate thle shipping service for the
North-West coast. There is no need for me
to reiterate what the member for Roebourne
has already said, hut I may add, for the
benefit of members of the House, one point
which was missed by him. Tfhat is, that there
is quite a large tonnage of foodstuffs being
imported from thle Eastern States, carried by
boats from Sydney and elsewhere, to the port
of Wyndhamn, siniply' because of thle insuffi-
cient and infrequent calls of the State Ship-
ping Service to that lort. There has l)een to
fly' knowledge approximately 500 tons of
foodstuffs taken in that manlier this season,
which, of course, shows that this trade was
lost to the State Shipping Service and the
lusiness people of the metropolitan area.
The member for Pilbara (Air. Welsh) said
that he believed it was necessary to have an
extra boat on the coast, bilt he said we had a
better service on the coast 30 years ago. 1

was not in the North-West 30 years ago, but
I know from observation and information
received that we did not have a hetter ser-
vice then.

Mir. 'Welsh: Yes wre did.
Mr. COVERr LEY: Thle hion. member again

says we did. I respect the bell. memnber's
judgmnent in most things.

Member: R:e was there.
Mr. COVERLEY: He wvas in a portion

of tihe North-West of the State, and I agree
that the service inaugarated at that
pjarticular time may have been a
better service in the opinion of the
holl. member, dealing with the par-
ticular portion of the North-West in which
hie at that time was residing. The Port
Hedlland district in which lie lived may have
been better served 30 years ago, but the
whole coast of the North-West was not bet-
ter served. I refer to the small out-of-the-
wvay places like Shark Bay, Cossack and
Wyndliam. As a matter of fact private com-

panies were prepared to serve those out-of-
the-way ports only wvhen the cargo was
attractive enough to induce the cargo boats
to call. There is no comparison to-day. On
each fortnightly or monthly visit of the ,
State boat these isolated ports are served
and, after all, even if the State boats lose
financially they certainly provide a service
for the people in the smaller settled districts
to which I have referred. If it were not a
State concern, I venture the opinion that
the boats would not call there as the State
boats do.

Mr. Thorn: I think you are right there.
Mr. COVERLEY: It was important that

the Government should get this extra boat
as soon as possible.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Leader
of the Opposition is not interested in ships.

Air. COVERLEY: The Leader of the
Opposition suggested that the new boat
would not create extra employment. I en-
tirely disagree with that statement. I am
satisfied it will create quite a large amount
of employment. If the new boat is to be
of thle same dimensions as the "Koolinda"
it will employ an extra 83 seamen. Our
present State Shipping fleet employs 175
seamen who receive approximately £50,000
per annum in wages and overtime. In addi-
tion to that approximately L50,000 a year
is expended for provisioning purposes in
Fremnantle. If we have another boat there
will be another 83 men employed, with sal-
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aries totiLlliltg approximately £E24,000, and
asimilar amount will be expended for pro-

visionig purposes. The majority of these
eiiiploree are married men with homes in
tile iFremantle district. That money is cir-
etilated in Fremantle. So that the extra
money that will be circulated in both wages
and provisioninig will create more employ-
mnt and will be of great benefit to the
North-West portion of the State. The State
Shipping fleet will be able to provide a more
frequent service which is very badly needed
by% tie residents in the North-West. The
State boats eater more for freezer cargo
supplies than any of the other boats onl the
coast, and for that reason arc more suit-
able to catcer for the people who have to re-
side in the tropical climate, being able to
earn extra fruit, vegetables, and other per-
ishale artivles: for tie residents of the
North-West coast. Another point to be men-
tioned is that with the extra service the
State Shipping Department will be able to
incerease the trade from Western Australia
to Marwin. At present there are boats trad-
ing on the eastern coast fromt Sydney, Bris-

bane, etc., to Darwin. They make a monthly
visit to that pert. The State service is only
two-monthly to Darwin, consequently the
whole of the trade goes to the Eastern
States,. With the increase in the State fleet
we should he able to compete with the East-
ern States lines and give Darwin a monthly
service. I amt satisfied that when this is
accomiplished a greater trade will be estab-
iishied between the merchants of Fremantle
and the metropolitan district and Darwin.
That is all f wvant to say with reference to
die protest inide by the Leader of the Op-
position, except that T do not know why
members of thie Opposition, when election-
eering. always lead thle people of the North
to believe that their party look uipon the
State lboats in the same light as they look
upon the railways.

M.Thorn: As a public utility.
Mr COVERI'EY: Whenever there is ant

election, representatives of the Opposition
lead the people to believe that the State
boats are sacrosanct as far as their party
is concerned.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Not only at elec-
tion time.

M1r. C OVER.LEY: I said at election time.
Mfr. Thorn: It is part of our platform.
1Mr. COVERLEY: I am glad to know

that the Country Party has pinched one
more plank of the Labour Party's platform.

Trie only virtue I have seen in the policy of
the Couintry Party has been stolen from the
pilatform of the Labour Party.

The Deputy Premier: Imitation is the
sincrest form of flattery.

Mr. COVERLEY: I am glad to know
that they have adopted another plank of
our platform, anti feel certain that in the
course of time they will adopt many more
planks. The point 1 was leading up to was
that when the elections, are in progress, all
seutions of political thought appear to ap-
pireciate thle advantages of State ships, but
iii this Houise, oit every occsifon when State
boats or State enterprises are mentioned,
the Opposition religiously oppose them, It
is not long since ai amendment to the State
'1rading Conernts Act was introduced and
uev member of tile Opposition at that
fim'u deliberately voted aglainst a proposal to
protect any sale of thle State ships. On this
occasion, when tis Lien t.-Governor an-
nlouneed thle Government's intention to
spend money on Lill purchase of a new ship,
at pretest was immediately raised by the
Leader of the Opposition. He claimed that
thle provisionl of ainother boat was not a
matter of urgency. I should like to know
whether. it is the ditty of the Government

to bring at Matter- Of that importance before
the House, or whether it ;i a matter of Gov-
eninent policy alid of the Government carry-
Uing oPut their policly. If the argument of the
Leader of the Op position were sound, I sug-
gest that in the event of a railwaty washaway
oceuring during thle mreess Onl the Jite be-
tween Narenmbeen and Fremtantle and of the
wheat traffic being held tit), thme Leader of
thus" Opposition would hatve the Government
wait until Parliament re-assemibled in order
to get the sanction of Parliament to restore
the line. The~re is ito prohibition on theo
Glovernment's re-building a damaged section
of' railwaly.

lon. C. G. Latham: You know that only
within the last few dayrs have the Govern-
muent obtained anitimority from the Loan
Council to build a ship.

Mr' COVERLEY: It was the policy
of the Government and the duty of
the Government from an administrative
point of view to do as they have
done. The Government rFecognised the
urgency of providing a new boat and
have only doite their job in arranging to get
one. If the Leader of the Opposition had
been sincere, I cannot see whty ho should
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have brought the purchase of the b)oat into
his protest. I submit that he had 'io sound
reason for opp~osing, the purchase of a new
boat. Let inc now sJpeak of the pastoral
industry. This was mentioned by the mem-
ber for Irwin-3loore (Hon. P. D. Ferg-mt
son), who pointed out that the industry was
having a particularly bad time. I agree with
himl. in years gone by the pasloralists have
stood on their own feet and have asked for
very* little. Seldoml have they been beard
to ask for assistance in any shaipe or form.
But I am afraid the time has arrived when
some assistance nuu~t be given to thle Ill-
dustry. The mleniher for irwvii-Moore dlid
not say in what way he thought assistflmt-
should he given. I submtit for the coinsider-a-
tion of the Government that there are many"
pastoralists who have overdue accounts fior
rent, and it would be a fair thing it the
Government wrote off any rents owing.
Droughit-stricken farmers have reeivec
financial aid and we, have hearid complaints
that they have lnt received enough. The
farning comnmunity need all thle asSistanc
We can give them. We have heard of mil-
lions of pounds being written off g-roun
settlement and soldier settlement, and we
have heard of the writing down of the debts
of primary producers. If the Government
consented to write off overdue pastoral
rents, they could not be accused of doing
something they were not entitled to do in
fairness to that section of the community.
It would not be a matter of writing off
money on which the Government had to find
interest. Land rents do not represent bor-
rowed money. The amount written off would
naturally be a loss to the revenue for thiat
year, but no question of interest on the loss
would be involved. Before the Estimates art
brought down, I hope the Minister controlling
aborigines will give attention to the half-
caste problem in the North-West. It is not
long since the Royal Commission onl abori-
gines presented a report to Parlinment.
The report stated that there were 4,000 odd
half-castes in the State, the majority of
whom were in the southern areas. We have
a few in the North-West, hut evidently they
are mostly concentrated in one centre,
namely the town of Broome. This jiroblema
is causing some concern to the Minister
and the department, and I suggest that by
organised effort a inalority' of the half-
castes could be e~ljbhished on countfrv north
of Derby. This countr-y is suitable

for the growing of peanuts, for which
there is a fair demand in the State.
There are difficulties associated wvith the
transport and selling of peanuts that are
allreadv grown in that part of the State.
The difficulties aire not very serious, and
could be overvoome byv a small amount of
(overnmnent expenditurre.

lionl. C. G. Lathamn: Hnvc they tried
growing sugar cane?

Mr. COVERtLEY: Only spasmodically
and on various stations and missions, hut
not very successfully. There seems to he
a lack of experience of the industry. Mtost
of the work is done by thle missions. The
aborigines have no ftdea, of agriculture,
and( there is no one to advise them.

Thle Minister for Agriculture: The cane
dolles very well at Beagle Bay.

Mr. COVERLEY: The Minister for the
North-West has seriously neglected his
(uty. It is the onie occasion on which
he has slipped a little. He has commandeered
the tropical adviser for the area of Gas-
(to 'vne, whereas there is aimple wvork for
that official in the extreme north of the
State.

The Minister for- Agriculture: He is
g oing to Wynrlhain shortly.

[The flepitq Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. COVEIILEY: I do not know what he
would do at Wyndham. His services would
ble of much greater value elsewhere than
there. I hope the Minister will pass on
my remarks to the Mfinister controlling the
aborigines. I have complained in this Rouse
before about the Minister controlling the
,aborigines, and other departments connec-
tedl with the North, having a seat in the
wrong Chamnber. As the Minister is a
member of another place, a representative
of the North in this Chamber can make
all manner of suggestions and put up all
kinds of propositions, but they fall on
(leaf ears. That, however, has not been the
case in respect of other North-West mat-
ters since we had the Minister for the
North-West in this Chamber, the repre-
sentative of the Gascoyne electorate. Some-
thing should be done for the half-caste
population ia the North to put them to
useful work, in the production of a com-
modity that has a ready sale in Perth. I
refer to the growing of peanuts. There
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are considerable areas of laud along the
coast north of Derby, suitable for this
class Of agriculture. The half-cate popu-
lation has to be kept and fed. I would
Ot advocate a laud settlement policy to

meet this situation. We have had too much
experience of such settlements up to date.
If the department concerned can learn by
the mistakes of the past, no mistakes should
be made in this connection. The system
0o' group settlement was helped into failure
by the want of Organisation from outside.
Many mistakes occurred through the selec-
tion of the wrong foremen, and the pro-
,notioii of departmental officers who had no
experience of organisation. Those factors
helped to birinig group settlements into the
disorder in which we find them to-day. If my
suggestions are adopted, 1 hope the Gov-
ernment will not send up sonic depart-
mental officer from Perth who knows no-
thing, about a venture of this kind, to
organise the scheme. 1Iaif-castes need all
the help it is possible to give them to put
them in a position to make some return to
the Aborigines Department, through the
sale of their produce, for the expenditure
that may be incurred. There is a ready
sale for peanuts in the metropolitan area.
Those who are growing them to-day aver-
age approximately £50 a ton. A reason-
able return has been obtained by the few
people engaged in the industry. I under-
stand that about 22 cwt. to the acre has
heent reaped. I hope the Government will
take this suggestion seriously. Growers
have been handicapped by the fact that
there is no boat or means of transport from
their areas to the market, with the excep3-
tion of a small logger which carries only
three tons of nuts on one trip. It is a
special trip, and a high freight rate is
charged for the carriage of the nuts from
the stations to Broome, for transhipmnent
to Fremantle. This means that the har-
vest is late in arriving in the city. The
lirst few eonsignments generally bring from
£60 to £65 a ton. The transport difficul-
ties arc so great that the remainder of the
harvest arrives in Perth in eompetition
with the Chinese or Queensland product.
The pince naturally drops back to about £40
a ton. These difficulties can all be over-
come if the Government wvill seriously deal
with the position. Quite a lot of criticism
has been levelled at the Government by cer-

tamn organisations established in the city
regarding the aborigines. On most occa-
siouns the criticism has been that
the Government are not doing any-
thing to alleviate the position of the
aboriginal population. Possibly all is not
being done that could be done, or ought to
be do for the race. One can say, however,
that no less is being done for the aborigines
than is being done to alleviate all the suf-
feriing.s of the wvhite population of the State.
Tile majority of the criticism of the Gov-
ermnet arises through ignorance on the
part of organisations which do not under-
stand the position. They are misled by
exaggerated statenw-nts of a few people who
desire to gain notoriety. The Government
have actually done quite a lot since the
inquiry of the Royal Commission two years

ag. They are to be congratulated upon
appointing a travelli~g medical officer, who
was engaged to look after the health of the
aboriginal community. That has certainly
becen a step in the righlt direction. I cannot
retrain from making some comment regard-
il.g the Aborigines Department. They did
the right thing when they appointed the
present doctor. They secured an exception-
ally good medical man who knows his work
wvell. His activities, however, have been
hampered somewhat by the instructions
g'iven to him by the department. Instead
of proceeding with the task of examining
aborigines for health reasons, his activities
have been diverted in other directions. A
good deal of his time in the North-West has
been taken up through his being obliged to
act as a glorified policeman, and through his
having to defend aborigines who were on
trial for tribal murders. The Royal Comn-
missioner did not recommend the appoint.
meat of at medical Ina for such purposes.
His time is urgently required for the pur-
pose for which he was appointed. The
department had no right to take up his time
on work that honorary protectors could well
have carried out. I hope the Minister will
see that my protest with reference to the
doctor being, in a manner, misused, will be
conveyed to the Chief Secretary or other
Minister responsible for the control of the
Aborigines Department. That is really all
I want to say on this occasion, though I shall
have several matters to bring before various
Miisters on the Estimates. In conclusion,
I desire to ask the Minister for Health to
tell me whether there is any truth in the
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suggc-lstion that the services of the doctor
who nlow visits il Ha ll's Creek district ire
likely to he dispensed with. From receit
advices 1)' aerial mnaii I1 ga ther that it is
alleged the monthly visits of the doctor to
Hall's Creek are to be discontinued. I hope
that is not so.

The Minister for Health: It is not so.
is time is olp, but I have no inaforumai on

whatever that visits by a doctor wvill he dis-
continued.

Mr. COVERLEY : ] am glad to hecar it.
I hope the Address-in-reply will be carried
without the suln,ion of a nv fu rther
amendments.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. F. J. S. WieGson)[2.2]: 1
regret that it is necessary to make a few
comments at this very, Into stage in the de-
bate. I would have allowed all matters per-
taiiiing to the departments which for the
time being I control to await replies onl the
Estimates but for a few remarks made by
the member for Greenough (Mr. Patrick)
this evening. I am greatly surprised that
thle action of the Leader of the Opposition
in so obviously subduing the member for
WVilliaisNairoo-in (Mr. Douey) this even-
i ng-

k~lr. Doney: J do not think that is so.
The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
-for making remarks not altogether

pleasing to his Leader should have influ-
enced tile member for Greenough, who is
usually so fair- and impartial in all matters
pertaining to debate.

Hion. C. 0. Lathanm: I do not know
wvhethner you intend to cast a reflection.

T'he MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Leader of the Opposition will be able
to suil that uip shortly.

Hon. C. 0. Lathaim : That is all right.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The Leader of the Opposition will know the
particular mratter to which I referred a few
evenings ago in coiinection with the settle-
nuoit at Esperanco. It was simply a reply
to his statement that the present M1inisher
for Lands had had a great deal to do with
thle Esjwranee settlement.

lHon. CI. G. Latham : That assertion is not
true. Look ait "Hansard."

The MINISTER FORl AGRICULTURE:
It is at pity that the current "Hlansard" can-
nlot he qtuoted. I

Tfon. C. G. Latham: We can get it now
if you wvant it.

Thle MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
WVe cannot quote from current "Hansard,"
anid the Leader of thle Opposition well knows
it.

lion G. C. Lathamn: Mr. Deputy Speaker,
I ask that we have a copy of that "Han>-
said" produced. May I have the text of my
'pooch p~roduced?

The Minister for Lands: The Speaker
cannot do what the Standing Orders say
lie niay not do.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T'here is no question as to the matter which
w~as under discussion and in dispute tile
other evening. It had nothing to do with
thle speeches made at the time of the pro-
posal to authorise thc railway to Esper-
alice, and nothing whatever to do with the
quotations from "Hansard" of 1923 made
by the hon. member. Thme bell. member
knows full weoll to what I referred the other
even'ing. It had relevance to thle part played
by the present Mlinister for Lands in the
settlement at Esperanco. I intend to reply
spcifically to matters pertaining to depart-
mnrts onl the Estimates of those depart-
meats, but I wvisht to refer to one or two
matters raised. One of them is the state-
mient made by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in connection with my intention not to
receive deputations. The Leader of the Op-
position went so far as to say that it was
not possible for members to do anything but
Ibrilng their questions to the floor of the
House.

Honi. C. G. Lathain: That is so.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It is not so, because all members know full
well that the door of any Minister is open
to any niemaber at any time.

Hon. C. Gr. Latham: Then why did you
have that statement published? You know
full well that I have never lbeen in yonit
office since you made that statement; and
I will not go there until you withdraw it.'

Tine MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the lion. gentleman has a matter to bring
forward, he wvill be welcome in common with
all other members. Any matter pertaining
to the affairs of members in connection with
their own districts can be brought uip at any
time, and the lion, gentleman knowvs that full
well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I never knew such
a thing to be done before.

The0 \UNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I wish to refer briefly to the vermin ques-
tion, which has been mentioned in the course
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of the debate. I wish all members woul4
appreciate that everything that is humanly
possible in the circumstances, and in view
of the fiiiances available, is being sought to
lie done. If hon. members will be generous,
I feel they will lie prepared to concede that

everthin humnlypossible in connection
wil teoontoland destruction of pests

will be carried out. I realise there are great
disabilities, due to factors over which we
have no control, and which for the time
being are@ worrying us considerably; but I
do not want hion. members to make this In
any- way a political matter. I feel sure that
with their co-operationl and assistance the
trouble will he most effectively coni-
trolled. The particular matter mentioned
by the member for Greenough (Mr. Pat-
rick) 1. would like to refer to at sonic length.
I. speak e-speeially of the reduction of
tine bonus applying to foxes, and the state-
muents made by the .presidont of the Pri-
muary Producers' Association in that con-
nection. At the opening of the recent an-
nual conference the president of the asso-
ciation was unfair and foolish enough to
say that I had not spoken the truth in con-
nection with the application of that bonus.
I h declared that hie emphatically denied my
remarks to the effect that the Vermin Advis-
ory Board had recommended the abolition of
the bonus. It is not my intention to take
undue advantage of whatt I know officially
to be correct. I will not comment upon
:inything that is written on departmental
files before assuring hon. mnembers opposite
that, without notice, I am prepared to place
on the Table of the House next Tuesday
nil papers connected with the matter.

MNr. Patrick: Thnt is all we ask.

The MIMFSTER1 FO11 AGRICULTURE:
Otherwise I do not think it would be fair
for ine to comment upon mnatters which,
while I know them to lie correct, are at
present in doubt in the minds of hon. mnem-
hers. The history of the Vermin Act is
well known to most members of this Chain-
her. At the request of those who were
suffering from the depredations of vermin
of all sorts, including dogs, foxes and
eagles, it wvas arranged that Section 100A
of the Vermin Act should be amended to
provide a bonus on the scalps of those pests.
Under the Act to administer the fund, it
wits arranged to be collectable by the imt-

position of a levy of Id. in the pound on

unimp~lroved Iastoral lands and 1 d. in (lhe
pioundt on unimiproved farning and other
areas. An honorary board was appointed
to admninister the fuind. The appointment
of the members of the exis~ting board coi-
menced in J926 when M.Nr. Paterson was
appointed by the p~resent Mlinister for
L~andls, a111( extended to 1932 when 'Mr.
Tens;dale was appointed by the then Minis-
ter, lion. I'. D. Fe'rguson. The chairman
of the board has alwayvs been a departmen-
tat ollicer, and] at present hie is the Chief
[ospeetor of flabbits, I~.Arnold. From
time to timne it has been found necessary to
vary the rates imposed on the dat.ferent
classes of' land assessable, and the nieniber
for Irwin-Mloore on two occasions fixed the
rate at ]/_d. in the pound tin pastoral areas,
and at /d. in the pound on all farming
and other land.

lion. P. D. Ferguson: Because it was
impossible for themn to pay the higher rate.

[The Speaker resum-ed the Chair.]

The 'MINISTER VOlt AGRICUIJIURE:
I am glad to hear the lion. member make
that statement. I have followed suit and,
feeling- that the timec was not opportune to
increase the rates, have insisted that they
shall be the sante. as the lin. member im-
posed When the fund was in credit. From
time to time it has been found necessary
to vary the rate of bonus for different rea-
sons. For example, it is recorded on the
files that at the request of tile Pastoralists'
Association, on one occasion, the member
for ]rwin-IN'oore increased the rate, and a
rear later, becauIse of the bouyancy of the
fund, it wt's again increased, so that the
bonjus payable on foxes was, for three years,
£2 a head. But that did not decrease the
number; foxes increascd enormously dur-
ing that period. It was found that owing
to the condition of the fund, a great
reduction was necessary to preserve it from
becoming bankrupt. Although the fund hasz
been in debt to the tune of £5,000, within
a year it lies again been in credit, and the
total capacity of the areas taxable t.)
contribute to the fund is to-day, at the
lower rate, approx imately £18,000.

I-on. P. D.~ Ferguson: That is, if all is
collected.

The 'MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURh
Y~es, aind the return for the last two years
has- varied from £18,000 to £19,000.

301
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Mr. Patrick : )'ou have been collectig
that amount?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. This year it became necessary for me
to arrange with the 1.nder Treasurer for
anl overdraft of £C3,000 to keep) the fund sol-
vent. TI'his is wvhere I come to the point
in dispute in connection with what the
President of the Primary Producers' Associ-
ation has said in effect that I amn a liar. I
resent t hat very much, and I hope beon.
miemblers opposite, w'hlen in full possession
of tile facts after the papers aje laid on the
Table, will bie bisg and generous enough to
say who wis right. Thie board meet from
time to time. They have no regular meeting-
time because of tile distance somle members
are from the metropolitan area. Mr. Pater-
son, for instance, resides near Wiluna,
and it is very difficult Tfor him to
be in Perth to attend meetings on definite
dates. By arrangement between themselves
the board members determine when they will
meet, lit at three-monthly periods all men,-
liels are advised as to the number of scalps,
which indicates the condition of the fund. It
will be found from a perusal of the file
that the boar d ine. onl Ihe 26th March th ij
year, and( decided to recommend to the Mini-
ster that foxes lie paid for at thle rate of 4s.
at head all round. That will be found re-
corded onl the file ats a result of the custom-
ary action of the em irnian of the hoard,
wrho places details of the deliberaitions and
decisions onl the file soon after meetings of
the hoard. Before that particular decision
had reached the Minister and before I had
seen it at all, the hoard, within a few days,
decided to recomm~end, owing to the state of
the flund, the abolition of the bonus on
foxes.

Hon. P. 0). Ferguson ])Did they have a
subsequient meeting?

The MINISTER FOR AG-RICULTURE:
The falets in that regard are that, awaiting
the return I have referred to-I mean the
one showing thie number of scalps, which in-
dicates the condition of the fund-Mr. Teas-
dlale called on Mr. Paterson and they agreed
to tihe recommendation that the bonus on
foxes be abolishied. MrIt. Paterson called at
the department and reported that de-
elision. The Director of Agriculture,
in submitting it to me, strongly urged the
aceeptance Of the hoard's recommendation.
I was not satisfied that the arguments they
had pitt upl were sufficient to induce me to

agree to thle abolition of tile bonus. It will
be found onl tile file thiat what I said to the
Director wvas that I was not satisfied that a
case had been mad,, out for the abolition,
irrespective of the conditions of the fund.
Subsequently, I put lip a long minute on
the subject and( emabodied a reference to the
contention that 25,000 foxes destroyed would
have meant the disposal of 9,000,000 rab-
bits. It is my opinion that the rabbit pro-
blemn and the fox problem aire quite separate.
It will le found I hat, when writing to a
branch of thne Pri'iiaiy Producers' Associa-
tion in reply to a'' inquiry as to why I had
reduced thle bonus, I said that it had been
done onl the recommendation of the board.
It is in that regard that Mir. Teasdale said
I had not told the truth. I refer hon. iiefl-

hers to thle file oa that point. In case there
was somethinig I had not seen or heard, I
asked the Chief Inspector of Rabbits if thtere
was tiny doubt as to what transpired in
Perth at the meeting in March last. The
reply 1 received is on the file and Mr. Pater-
son, the other mnember of the board, was
also writtea to and Mr. Paterson replied to
the effect that the position had been cor-
rectly stated and he expressed surprise that
I-r. Teasdale should have questioned the
matter ats Mr.' Teasdale had decided to re-
clommend the abolition of the bonus on foxes.
'That is borne out by the word of the chair-
mail of the board and so I shall leave the
matter to members opposite to determine for
themselves who is eiideavouring to camou-
lagc the position, which is that because it
did not suit, a newv decision was made.
That is the point. It will be seen on the file
that there is a reference indicating that Mr.
Teasdale said lie realised what would haip-
pen and was prepared to take all that was
voining to hint. I have nothing to hide in
the niatter, and I hope that oil Tuesday
next nmemubers of the Opposition will move
for the production of the papers, so
that everything- I have said and done in
the matter will be before the house.
There is just one other matter affecting the
department under liy control, and that is
a reference made by the Leader of the Op-
position in his speech in connection with
starting-price bookmakers. The statement
attributed to the lion, member-in "Han-
sard," not in the Press-was that the Gov-
ernment of which he had been a member
had had the meti found on betting premises
arrested and fined. I referred this to the
Commissioner of Police and asked him to
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make a complete search for any alteration
in the practice of to-day as against the time
when another Government were in office. His
reply is that no instructions to that effect
had been, received from any Government, and
that neither were any instructions given by
MY predecessors. It has, he says, never been
the practice to arrest persons found on bet-
ting premises, other than the keepers of the
premises. Also in connection with that malt-
ter. I should like to refute a very ugly
charge made by the member for East Perth
(1[r. Ruches), wherein be said it was a
scandalous thing- that before the last elec-
lion., the starting--price bookmakers twere
promised immunity if they subscribed to the
party !unds. That was a deliberate lie. And
there is this too, that the hon. member said
that £340 was collected from the organisa
tion of the starting-price bookmakers. That
also. was absolutely false. According t
inqjuiries I have been able to make from
those responsible for collecting for the party
fluid, not one penny piece was received from
any organisation of bookmakers. I should
like the member for East Perth to do as
was Suggested in an interjection by the mhem-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Marshall), and name
the person who received the money.
The bon. member said he could do
that. I should like him to put the ease
in writing, showing that £340 was re-
ceived by' collection from any bookmakers.
I issue that as a challenge to lthe member
for East Perth so as to give him an oppor-
tunity' to sustain or withdraw that very ugly
statement.

H-on. C. G. Latham: Carry that motion
o~f mine. It will deal with that.

The %INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It may do so. With reference to other minor
matters, particularly those affecting domestic
or financial issues in the departments, I shall
he pleased to reply, or at all events do all
that T can regarding the points raised. I
hope to do that prior to the introduction of
the Estimates. Alternatively, when the Esti-
itates are introduced I trust I shall be able
to give a satisfactory reply to all the re-
qiuests for information regarding various
departments.

Point of Order.

Hon. C. G-. Latbhan: On a point of order.
While the 'Minister was speaking I asked
that the "Hansa rd" report of my.N speech on
Tuesday night lie sent for in order to clear
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upl a misunderstanding. The Minister has
now concluded, and I ask you, Sir, to granot
mie the privilege under Standing Order 122
of making a brief explanation.

Mr. Speaker: There is no privilege under
Standing Order 122. 1 think Standing-
Order 116 is the only one that deals with
that. Under that Standing Order, by the
indulgence of the House an bon. member
may make an exp~lanation although there is
no question before the House.

Permission given.
I-on. C. G. Latham: The Deputy Premier

by interjection asked me who had settled the
Esperanec area. My reply was that the hon.
member's Government did. The Minister
then asked who had built the railway there,
and 1 replied that it wvas built by the Labour
Governmnent, the present occupants of the
Treasury benches.

Question (that the Address-in-reply be
adopted) put and passed: the Address
adopted.

BILLS (6)-FIRST READING.

1. Petroleum.
Introduced by the Minister for Mines.

2. Pearling Crews Accident Assurance
Fund.

3. Wool (Draft Allowance Prohibition).
Tatroduced by the Minister for Agri-

culture.
4. Trade D)escriptions and False Ad-

vertisements.
5. State Government Insurance Office.
6. Tenants, Purchasers and Mortgagors'

Relief Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Employ-

ment.

House adjourned at 2.35 a.m. (Friday).


